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What is a Plain English Standards of Learning (SOL) Mathematics Test? 
 

Plain English versions of the grades 3-8 Mathematics and Algebra I Standards of Learning (SOL) tests contain adaptations on 
some test items in order to simplify the language.   These modifications ensure test items are accessible to eligible Limited 
English Proficient (LEP) students and to some students with disabilities who have documented significant language 
impairments.  The Plain English versions of the tests have the same rigor, mathematical concepts, and item constructs as the 
regular SOL Mathematics tests.   

 

Who should be considered for the Plain English version of the Mathematics SOL test? 
 

 The Plain English Mathematics test is available to certain LEP students for three consecutive years from the date of first use, 
provided they continue to meet the eligibility criteria.   Refer to pages 2 and 14 in the Limited English Proficient Students:  
Guidelines for Participation in the Virginia Assessment Program at this link: 

 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/participation/lep_guidelines.pdf 

 
For these LEP students, a reduced/simplified language accommodation must be provided routinely during instruction and on 
classroom assessments.   

 

 The Plain English Mathematics test is available to students with disabilities who demonstrate a need for linguistic 
simplifications as specified in their Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Management Plan.  Typically these students 
would require specialized reading and/or language instruction and may require reduced/simplified language 
accommodations in their daily instruction and on classroom assessments. Since the Plain English Mathematics test covers the 
same content as the regular SOL mathematics test, it is not intended for students with disabilities whose mathematics skills 
are merely below grade level.  

 
  

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/participation/lep_guidelines.pdf
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LEP students who are also students with disabilities are frequently referred to as “dually identified.”   For “dually identified” 
students- 

 The IEP or 504 Team and the LEP Committee collaboratively determine whether the Plain English test is an 
appropriate accommodation based on the student’s disability and LEP status.  

 The student’s need for the Plain English test must be documented in the student’s IEP or 504 Management Plan and 
the LEP Student Assessment Participation Plan. 
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How are items on Plain English tests adapted? 
 

Many of the items on the Plain English version of an SOL test are exactly the same as they appear on the regular SOL test.  When 
adaptations to an item are applied, the following guidelines are used: 
 

 Unfamiliar contexts may be revised to familiar situations in word problem scenarios. Sometimes the skill may be assessed 
without the use of context. (This can be done only if the standard does not require the use of a context.) 

 Mathematics vocabulary remains in the item when it is construct-relevant, such as when students must know the vocabulary 
in order to demonstrate mastery of the standard.  For example, “Which polynomial has a factor of…” 

 Clear, direct wording is maintained: 
o Sentences may be simplified by avoiding the use of additional descriptive language that is not needed to assess the 

standard.  
o Complex sentences may be broken into shorter simple sentences. 
o Passive forms of verbs, such as Mary was given, are avoided whenever possible; simple present tense or past tense 

verbs, such as Mary gives or Mary gave are used. 
o Words with multiple meanings are avoided, when possible, such as the name Bill.  However, sometimes a word with 

multiple meanings cannot be avoided, such as product and root:  “What is the product of 16 and 24?” and “What is 
the root of…” 

o Consistent terminology is used within test questions.  

 This sample question uses consistent terminology:  “Mary ate  
 

 
  cups of popcorn and 

 

  
 cups of pretzels after 

school.  What is the total amount of popcorn and pretzels Mary ate after school?”                   

 This sample question does NOT use consistent terminology:  “Mary ate  
 

 
  cups of popcorn and 

 

  
 cups of pretzels 

after school.  What is the total amount of snacks Mary ate after school?” 
o Idioms or colloquial expressions are avoided. 

 Information is presented in a bulleted list when appropriate. 
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Examples of the Regular SOL Item and the Plain English Version 
 

Examples of SOL items and their Plain English versions are provided in this document.  The purpose of these items is to show 
examples of the adaptations listed in the guidelines above, but not specific content.  As such, the examples are from varied grade 
levels. 
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SOL Item (Grade 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plain English Version (Grade 3)
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SOL Item (Grade 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plain English Version (Grade 3) 
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SOL Item (Grade 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plain English Version (Grade 4) 
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SOL Item (Grade 5) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plain English Version (Grade 5) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Virginia Department of Education:  Plain English Mathematics     Page 10 of 15  

SOL Item (Grade 5) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plain English Version (Grade 5) 
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SOL Item (Grade 6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plain English Version (Grade 6) 
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SOL Item (Grade 6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plain English Version (Grade 6) 
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SOL Item (Grade 7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                         

Plain English Version (Grade 7) 
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 SOL Item (Grade 8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plain English Version (Grade 8) 
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SOL Item (Algebra I) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Plain English Version (Algebra I) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


