Performance Assessment Communication from VDOE
This document includes communication issued by the Virginia Department of Education related to performance assessment and local alternative assessments. Documents are listed in reverse chronological order.
Testing Memo No. 1383 (March 13, 2019): Verified Credit Plans for School Divisions Using Local Performance Assessments to Verify Credits in Writing. This memo clarifies what must be included and what should be considered by school divisions as they develop the local Verified Credit Plan for End-of-Course Writing. The local plan may be maintained in any format the division chooses. However, if the school division is selected for review, divisions must use the attachment  in this memo to record and submit details of their Verified Credit Plan to the VDOE. 
Superintendent’s Memo #025-19 (January 25, 2019), Testing Memo No. 1377: Guidelines for Local Alternative Assessments for 2018-2019 through 2019-2020. These memos announce adoption of updated guidelines that provide guidance to school division staff regarding continued implementation of local alternative assessments for Standards of Learning assessments eliminated by the 2014 Virginia General Assembly.
Superintendent’s Memo #266-18 (September 21, 2018), Testing Memo No. 1362: Approval of Guidelines for the Use of Local Performance Assessments to Award Verified Credits in Writing. These memos announce the approval of the guidelines to be followed by school divisions that elect to use local authentic performance assessments to verify credits in End-of-Course Writing. 
Superintendent’s Memo #267-18 (September 21, 2018), Testing Memo No. 1363: Local Performance Assessments Used to Verify Credits in Writing in 2018-2019. These memos communicate the expectations for performance assessments used to verify credits in End-of-Course Writing during the 2018-2019 school year. 
Testing Memo No. 1369 (December 3, 2018): Intent Regarding Verified Credits in Writing in 2018-2019. This memo provides the link to an online survey through which Division Directors of Testing indicate whether their school division will verify credits in writing through the use of local performance assessments or the Standards of Learning End-of-Course Writing test during the 2018-2019 school year.
Testing Memo No. 1360 (November 16, 2018): Implementation Support for 2018-2019 in the Use of Local Performance Assessments to Verify Credits in Writing. This memo provides additional guidance for administering and scoring local performance assessments used to verify credits in End-of-Course Writing. The information included relates to: 1) student completion of work samples, 2) testing conditions, and 3) scoring tasks and bodies of evidence for 2018-2019.
Superintendent’s Memo #308-18 (November 2, 2018), Testing Memo No. 1359: History and Social Science Standards of Learning Tests Administered in 2018-2019. This memo communicates that as school divisions move toward the use of performance assessments and creating a balanced assessment program, the methods of awarding verified credits in history and social science will remain the same for the 2018-2019 school year due. Based on language in the 2018 Appropriation Act, verified credits in history and social science “shall be earned only by (i) the successful completion of a Board-developed end-of-course Standards of Learning assessment; (ii) achievement of a passing score on a Board-approved standardized test administered on a statewide, multistate, or international basis that measures content that incorporates or exceeds the Standards of Learning content in the course for which the verified credit is given; or (iii) achievement of criteria for the receipt of a locally awarded verified credit from the local school board in accordance with criteria established in Board guidelines when the student has not passed a corresponding Standards of Learning assessment. Such end-of-course Standards of Learning assessment shall not be a performance-based assessment.”
Superintendent’s Memo #212-18 (August 10, 2018): Science Content Guidelines Released. This memo announces the availability of content guidelines for Environmental Science, Biology II: Anatomy and Physiology, Biology II: Ecology, and Earth Science II: Astronomy.  Educators can use these content guidelines to inform classroom instruction and assessment, which may include performance assessment. These courses will not be tested with a state-administered Standards of Learning assessment.
Superintendent’s Memo #011-18 (January 19, 2018): K-12 History and Social Science Standards of Learning Institutes Professional Development Resources. This memo announces the availability of 2017 History and Social Science SOL Institute materials. Included are materials from the application session on using the Quality Criteria Tool to design and develop local alternative assessments for history and social science and from course content sessions focused on planning and preparing instruction for local alternative assessments.
Superintendent’s Memo #135-17 (April 28, 2017): Update on the Implementation of Local Alternative Assessments. This memo provides information about the Virginia Department of Education’s plans to assist in school divisions’ implementation of performance assessments and to support accompanying changes in instruction. Additionally, the memo provides the original timeline for performance assessment implementation from 2017-2020 and communicates what materials will be submitted by school divisions whose Local Alternative Assessment Plans are selected for review.
Superintendent’s Memo #284-16 (November 11, 2016), Testing Memo No. 1282: New Local Alternative Assessment Guidelines. This memo announces the adoption of Local Alternative Assessment Guidelines for 2016-2017 through 2018-2019, which replace Local Alternative Assessment Guidelines for 2014-2015, originally adopted by the Virginia Board of Education in September 2014. 
Superintendent’s Memo #108-15 (May 1, 2015), Testing Memo No. 1207: Local Alternative Assessment Plan Reviews. This memo provides information regarding reviews of local alternative assessment plans, reminds school divisions of the expectations for documentation and retention of local alternative assessment materials, and communicates the timeline for reviews of local alternative assessment plans that were developed for the 2014-2015 school year.
Superintendent’s Memo #292-14 (October 24, 2014): Alternative Assessment Assistance Incentive Grant. This memo solicits applications for grant funding for regional professional development planning and implementation designed to meet the intent of the legislation that requires schools to administer alternative assessments in each of the five Standards of Learning (SOL) subject areas for which the General Assembly eliminated the SOL test. The memo states that all professional development activities under this incentive award were to be completed by June 15, 2015.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Superintendent’s Memo #278-14 (October 10, 2014): Local Alternative Assessment Guidelines Approved by the Board of Education. This memo announces the change in legislation through which the General Assembly eliminated SOL tests in Grade 3 History, Grade 3 Science, Grade 5 Writing, United States History to 1865, and United States History: 1865 to the Present. Additionally, this memo announces the Board’s approval of guidelines for the local alternative assessments, which occurred on September 18, 2014. 
Outdated Guidelines for Local Alternative Assessments
Guidelines for Local Alternative Assessments 2016-2017 through 2018-2019. Adopted by the Virginia Board of Education in November 2016, these guidelines replace the Guidelines for Local Alternative Assessments for 2014-2015. This guidance clarifies the expectation that school divisions are to demonstrate progress in moving toward the use of performance assessments in their schools and are expected to use the Framework for Local Alternative Assessment Implementation to assess their progress in implementing performance assessments.
Guidelines for Local Alternative Assessments for 2014-2015. Adopted by the Board in September 2014, these initial guidelines for local alternative assessments were developed in response to 2014 Acts of Assembly eliminating Standards of Learning tests in Grade 3 History, Grade 3 Science, Grade 5 Writing, United States History to 1865, and United States History: 1865 to the Present. As the legislation’s timeline provided school divisions with an immediate deadline to implement the local assessments, these guidelines provided school divisions flexibility for the 2014-2015 school year.
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