Timeline of Educational Technology Advances in Virginia
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	Advance made

	1980s
	Personal computers (mainly Apple and Tandy) adopted by some schools (mainly as labs); Distance Learning conducted through fledgling Virginia Satellite Education Network (VSEN); General Assembly called for first Educational Technology Plan for Virginia (1989-1995) to address equity and excellence

	1991
	Virginia’s Public Education Network (PEN) established (connected all school divisions and Virginia Department of Education via free email, based on Internet backbone with intent was to improve communication to improve instruction)

	1992
	Changes to the Standards of Quality (§ 22.1-253.13:6. Standard 6. Planning and public involvement) required school divisions to create local technology plans aligned to the State Technology Plan

	1993
	Library Automation Initiative led to installation of library automation software, multimedia/telecommunications workstations and the networking of all libraries; video is a prominent use of technology for instruction, including Instructional Television (ITV), laserdiscs and CD-ROMs

	1994
	Middle school initiative (providing Windows or Apple computers to schools along with some teacher training and some software) began; new satellite dishes for schools provided by state (VSEN enrolled 1400 students from around the state); only one-third of school divisions have Local Area Networks to communicate with each other; the Virginia Educational Technology Advisory Committee formed to help develop the second state technology plan

	1994
	General Assembly established Committee on Equity in Public Education to address student educational technology funding

	1995
	First statewide Educational Technology Leadership Conference provided by the Virginia DOE’s Office of Instructional Media and Technology (IMT)

	1996
	1100 schools in 108 divisions participated in the Communication Automation Transition System (members participate in VASIMS, a student management system and 68 divisions use state-licensed financial software on the system); Virginia’s PEN increased to 18,000 users as it moved from modem to client-server access; school divisions submitted reports and VDOE distributed information (such as Superintendent’s Memos) through the Virginia’s PEN network

	1996
	Libraries were the hub of electronic communication and student access to digital materials; funds from General Assembly appropriated to support every school in Virginia becoming networked; reports indicated that the ratio of computers to students was 1:10.5; 50% of computers in schools were more than 5 years old and divisions were coming to terms with long-term planning for technology replacement; 50% of divisions reported very low percentages of classrooms with at least one computer

	1996
	Hand-held graphing calculators were supported by the VDOE through training programs; VDOE provided a guidance document for the creation of Acceptable Use Policies as Internet use became more available to students; Technology Standards for Instructional Personnel (TSIPs) proposed; the Virginia Board of Education published the second Educational Technology Plan for Virginia (1996-2002)

	1997
	Virginia Public School Authority is authorized to conduct an education technology grant program to support purchases of computers and networking equipment (recipient divisions must have an approved technology plan); federal e-Rate program begins

	1998
	Technology Standards for Instructional Personnel (TSIPs) adopted ; funding allocated by the General Assembly to study statewide administrative computing needs; study conducted by Milken Exchange/North Central Regional Educational Laboratory/ Stanford Research Institute Consortium regarding technology availability and technology usage in Virginia

	1999
	Acceptable Use Policies required by law; Virginia’s PEN instructional side becomes Anthology, a graphic-based web system; Commonwealth of Knowledge web site founded by First Lady Gilmore to share SOL-based lesson plans created by teachers

	2000
	Official communications from the State Superintendent distributed exclusively through email on Virginia’s PEN; Web-based Standards of Learning Initiative begins (The intent of this initiative is to use Web-enabled systems to improve Standards of Learning instructional, remedial, and testing capabilities of high schools. Funding for this program is targeted to reach three general goals in each high school. These goals are: providing student access to computers with a ratio of one computer for every five students, creating Internet-ready local area network capability in every school, and assuring adequate high speed, high bandwidth capability for instructional, remedial, and testing needs.); Computer/Technology Standards adopted by State Board of Education

	2001
	Governor’s First Innovative Technology Awards for teachers from the eight Superintendent  Regions; statewide educational software contracts made (from which divisions may choose without having to bid); Internet filtering software required by law; Pearson received contract to develop Web-based SOL testing and schools advised what technology they need to supply; VDOE partnered with MarcoPolo to provide free lesson plans for teachers in integrating technology; the Virginia Department of Education published the SOL Technology Initiative Architectural Guidelines for High School Readiness.

	2002
	VDOE awarded Federal Enhancing Education Through Technology grants (competitive consortium grants)

	2003
	The Virginia Board of Education published the 2003-2009 Education Technology Plan; IMT becomes Office of Educational Technology (OET)

	2004
	Virginia Educational Information Management System (VEIMS) helped divisions track student achievement data; VSEN became Virtual Virginia to provide AP and other challenging courses for middle and high school students; web-based virtual dissection simulations allowed to replace live dissections; regional workshops on using GPS in the classrooms were held; VDOE email addresses became vdoe.virginia.gov replacing pen.k12.va.us

	2005
	General Assembly authorized creation and funding of Instructional Technology Resource Teachers (ITRTs) and Support Technicians as part of SOQ (§ 22.1-253.13:2. Standard 2. Instructional, administrative, and support personnel); 1,200 ITRT positions are created in divisions around the state to support full integration of technology within the classroom (Initially, the intent was to have teachers learn to use the tools but later an emphasis was placed on matching pedagogical approaches with the strengths and opportunities provided by technology.); Computer/Technology Standards of Learning revised; Virginia is recognized in the 2005 National Educational Technology Plan for the Web-based Standards of Learning Initiative; OMEGA system developed to handle grant applications and reimbursements online; federal funding made available for the purchase of Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) for teachers to use as assessment tools in special education classrooms; the Virginia Department of Education published the Instructional Technology Resource Teacher and Technology Support Positions: A Handbook for School Divisions

	2006
	Virginia was first state to require Internet safety be taught as part of the instructional program (§ 22.1-70.2. Acceptable Internet use policies for public and private schools)

	2007
	Innovate one-day conference held to introduce divisions to cutting edge technology; divisions submit their first Internet Safety program plans

	2008
	Virginia is first state to offer guidance on cyberbullying through an Info Brief; the Virginia Department of Education published Instructional Technology Resource Teacher: Guidelines for Teachers and Administrators and the Educational Technology Guidelines: Designing and Maintaining Instructional Technology Systems; Share the Skies is introduced (the first statewide initiative that allowed students to study astronomy in real time during the day)

	2009
	Various pilot projects explored innovative ways to provide digital instructional content; Virginia on iTunesU is inaugurated

	2010
	Beyond Textbooks pilot projects explored impact of mobile devices in education; Infinite Learning Lab launches; the Virginia Board of Education published the Educational Technology Plan for Virginia (2010-2015)

	2011
	General Assembly authorized the development of a Multidivision Online Providers program to ensure companies providing online classes to Virginia school divisions were stable and that the classes met Virginia SOL

	2012
	The first technology-enhanced items for the online SOL tests were given as a pilot; an online course for the new Economics and Personal Finance required course was developed and provided free to all school divisions, with the hope that most would use it as a blended course; eMediaVA launches (a database of free and open education resources)

	2013
	The General Assembly authorized funds for the e-Learning Backpack Initiative, providing struggling schools with funding for student tablets; Computer/Technology Standards of Learning revised

	2014
	EducationSuperhighway project begins; the Virginia Department of Education published Say “Cheese,” Moon!: An Introduction to Astroimaging iBook

	2015
	Digital Textbook Marketplace exploration with school divisions; Learn24VA created 

	2016
	Cybercamps program starts; Virtual Virginia Algebra I outreach program begins; Virtual Virginia full-time pilot begins; first Student Lead Ideation Challenge held; #GoOpenVA campaign commences




