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School Year 2020-2021


Purple Star Designation Information 
The Virginia Purple Star Designation is awarded to military-friendly schools that show a major commitment to students and families connected to our nation’s military. Schools that earn the award will receive a special Purple Star recognition from the Virginia Council on the Interstate Compact for the Educational Opportunity of Military Children to display onsite.

A school will be honored with the Purple Star Award if they complete all the required activities, plus one division-wide activity. The Virginia Department of Education’s Military Student Support Process Action Team (MSSPAT), an advisory panel formed by the Virginia Department of Education, is responsible for reviewing all award applications. Schools whose applications satisfy the criteria will be forwarded to the Virginia Council on the Interstate Compact on the Educational Opportunity of Military Children for consideration and final approval.

Applications for the 2020-2021 school year are being accepted from April 1, 2020 through September 23, 2020. Notifications of award outcomes will be delivered to awardees during the month of October.  

Required School Activities

· The school must have an assigned staff point of contact (school-based POC) for military students and families. The POC serves as the primary liaison between the family and the school. This contact could be a school counselor, school administrator, teacher or other full time staff member who is well-equipped to support incoming students and their families; and

· The school-based POC must have completed the Virginia Department of Education’s Supporting Our Military–Connected Children in School Settings: Moving them from Risk to Resilience Module 1 and Module 2 To access this training please visit http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/student_family/military/va-psdp/index.shtml ; and

The school based POC must complete the follow up questions found in this application and supply a copy of their module completion certificate. The completion date on the certificate must indicate that the training was completed within the current school year and before September 25, 2019; and

· The school based POC works with school administration and or military program partners to conduct a school-wide professional development that informs staff of the unique needs of military-connected students and on supports available to meet the students’ needs. Evidence of this training would include copies of sign-in sheets and training materials presented at professional development delivered between August 2019 and September 25, 2020; and

· The school maintains or links to a division-wide webpage dedicated to military student and family support. This web page must cover the six topics outlined in this information packet; and

· The school division has assigned a central office staff member to act in support of the school- based POC and for military families; and

· The school maintains an active student-led transition program to include a student transition team coordinator. This program should provide peer support for newly enrolled and withdrawing students to include those that are military-connected. Evidence of active student engagements include; a narrative of all activities that occurred between August 2018 and September 25, 2019, a calendar of events, flyers, photos, newspaper or social media articles and postings of events, and or training materials used during student-led endeavors.
 
Division Wide Activities 

Purple Star Schools must provide evidence that the division completed at least one of the following:

· Division-wide professional development regarding special considerations for military students and families. Evidence of this training should include the following documentation: agenda, presentation material and names of participants.

· School Board passage of a resolution publicizing the school division’s support for military students and families. Applicant must include a copy of the resolution.

· A military recognition event hosted by the school division designed to demonstrate a military-friendly culture across the school division community. In addition to the event summary, please provide copies of marketing materials, news articles, or photographs. 

Lastly application must be received by the deadline September 23, 2020. All applications and supporting materials can be sent via email to Dan Dunham, Virginia Department of Education Military Student and Family Specialist, at dan.dunham@doe.virginia.gov or 804-225-2157. It is preferred that these material be in either Word or PDF formats. 


Applications

The application is included in this information packet. Appendix’s include examples of School Board Resolutions for Military Family Support, Virginia Consent Provisions and Parental Rights Schools and Divisions and a listing of Virginia Military School Liaison Officers by school division. Additional applications can also be downloaded from the Virginia Department of Education’s Military Families Support page at http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/student_family/military/va-psdp/index.shtml.

If you have questions about the application and Purple Star Criteria qualifiers, please contact Dan Dunham, Virginia Department of Education Military Student and Family Specialist, at dan.dunham@doe.virginia.gov or 804-225-2157.

Military Families Webpage Criteria for Purple Star Designation

The school’s or school division’s military families webpage will be reviewed to ensure that the page is current and includes relevant information. Military families appreciate clear and concise communications. The six topic areas listed below are important to transitioning military families and should be included as standard practice on school or division websites. 
The webpage should start with a welcoming message that communicates the school and or division’s commitment to the support of military-connected students. This message may also be used to highlight current news of importance to military parents or to highlight school division activities illustrating the school or division’s ongoing support of military families.
The webpage should include contact information for the school-based military student support point of contact (POC); school division point of contact, and the military school liaison officer (SLO) assigned to serve your division.  If you need assistance in locating the military school liaison officer assigned to serve your school division please contact Dan Dunham, Virginia Military Student and Family Specialist, at 804-225-2157 or dan.dunham@doe.virginia.gov. 
Webpage Topics:

1. Military Families: Planning your Arrival to (Insert School Division) 
Information on the registration process
2. Military Families: Preparing your Move from (Insert School Division)
Information on educational records requests and transfers
3. Academic Planning for Military Families
Information on Special Education Instruction, Advanced Academic Programs, Graduation Requirements, and Home Instruction
4. Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military Families
Information on the compact rules and their application
6. Special Needs Navigation and Parental Rights:
This includes Information on special education services and parental rights to include parental consent. For the latest guidance regarding Virginia Consent Provisions and Parental Rights (See Appendix 2 for links to VDOE and State guidance on Procedural Safeguards and Parental Consent)
7. Other matters of importance may include, Impact Aid Student-Parent Survey, PTA and PTSA, extracurricular activities, special needs navigation, and local community supports etc. 


Virginia Purple Star Designation Application


Instructions: 
Please be sure to answer each question below. It is recommended that the applicant provide narratives and articles of evidence that illustrates the comprehensive support provided by the school. Hold nothing back! Once complete, please send the application and all evidence to dan.dunham@doe.virginia.gov before midnight September 23, 2020. 
Required responses:
1. List the name and contact information for the school-based military student point of contact staff member and central office military family point of contact:
School-Based Military Student Point of Contact
Name: 
Position: 
School: 
Email address: 
Central Office Point of Contact for School-Based Military Student Support Staff Member and for Military Families
Name: 
Position: 
School: 
Email address: 
School-Based Student Transition Team Coordinator
Name: 
Position: 
School: 
Email address: 
2. Please provide the web address for the webpage that serves as a resource for military families. If school links to a division maintained page the link must be present on the schools website and properly titled to reference Military Family support.
URL: ________________________________________________________________________
Module Requirement
Each point of contact is required to initially participate in the Virginia Department of Education’s military family professional development course. A copy of the completion certificate must be submitted with this application. 
For those who have already completed this course please feel free to indicate the title of additional course(s) and supply evidence of attendance. A document certifying attendance or completion of additional course must be submitted with this application. 
Every applicant must complete the questions below. When answering the 8 questions below the applicant is encouraged to be thorough and provide as much detail as possible concerning the support provided and activities conducted. 

1. Name of Course: Module 1 An Overview of Military Families and the Interstate Compact: Completion Date: ___________________ ( Note: Course must have been taken during current school year and before September 23, 2020)

If POC has already completed the course above please provide the title of the additional course and date it was completed (Note: Course must have been taken during current school year and before September 23, 2020)
________________________________________Completion Date: ______________

2. Course provider:  Virginia Department of Education 
Name of agency who facilitated the additional Course (examples: Military School Liaison Officers or Military Child Education Coalition) _____________________________________________________________

3. What useful knowledge did you learn from the course?

4. Did you find any ideas that could be potentially useful for your school but would require further investigation or planning? If so, describe the idea and additional steps necessary for implementation. If you did not find any ideas that would be useful please feel free to share activities that your school conducts that illustrates a creative approach to support efforts.

5. Which colleagues from your school will be helpful in sharing these ideas across your school community?  (Examples include names and positions of full time and part time personnel and or volunteer staff.)

6. How was the information from the course shared with faculty and staff in your school?  (Examples include internal emails, principal’s memo and or training material etc.)

7. How does your school address the additional transitional needs of those students who receive special education services? (Examples include training materials, specific peer transition support elements, photos or social media article on particular support to those with special needs. This could also include support given to parents,)

8. Provide a detailed summary of active peer transition team efforts and include evidence to support the team active engagement with peers and the school community. (Examples include photos, newspaper or social media articles, presentation materials etc.)
Evidence of Division Wide Support
Purple Star Schools must provide evidence that the division completed at least one for the following. 

· Division wide professional development regarding special considerations for military students and families. Evidence of this training should include the following documentation: agenda, presentation materials and names of participants.

· The school board passes a resolution publicizing the school’s support for military students and families. Please submit copy of the resolution. (Sample :See Appendix 1) 

· A military recognition event hosted by the school division designed to demonstrate a military-friendly culture across the school division community. In addition to the event summary, please provide copies of marketing materials, news articles, or photographs. 

Submittal of Application
Please send completed applications to dan.dunham@doe.virginia.gov no later than the close of business September 23, 2020. Applications emailed after September 23, 2020 will not be considered. 

Appeals
All schools will be given an opportunity to appeal the decision of non-selection.  Information about the appeal process and timeline for appeals will accompany non-selection letters.


Appendix 1
Virginia Board of Education
RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION
to Commemorate April 2018 as
the Month of the Military Child

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth is home to more than 75,000 school age, military-connected children; and
WHEREAS, military families in Virginia include men and women on active duty service in the Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, and Navy, and members of the reserves and the National Guard; and
WHEREAS, Virginia is a proud member of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children, which addresses key transition issues encountered by military students including enrollment, placement, attendance, eligibility and graduation; and
WHEREAS, military-connected children often demonstrate resilience, perseverance, maturity, and cultural competence in the face of frequent moves, family separations through deployments, and reintegration following deployments; and
WHEREAS, military children provide unique and valuable perspectives on learning, friendship, and service to others; and
WHEREAS, the Month of the Military Child provides an opportunity to salute our military children and acknowledge the contributions they bring to their families, our schools, our communities, and our Commonwealth; and
WHEREAS, across the nation individuals are encouraged to wear purple on April 13, 2018, in celebration of “Purple Up for Military Kids,” to show support for military-connected children and to thank them for their strength and sacrifices;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Virginia Board of Education recognizes April 2018 as the Month of the
Military Child and encourages Virginia’s schools and communities to celebrate this recognition with activities to honor the contributions of our students from military families;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Virginia Board of Education expresses its sincere gratitude to military-connected students throughout the Commonwealth for their service to our great nation.
Adopted in Richmond, Virginia, This Twenty-second Day of March in the Year 2020. 

Appendix 2

For information regarding Virginia Consent Provisions and Parental Rights Schools and Divisions are encouraged to  look at the VDOE Document Your Family's Special Education Rights – Virginia Procedural Safeguards Notice pages 4-8. This document can be found by visiting 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/regulations/state/procedural_safeguards/english_procedural_safeguards.pdf
Schools and Divisions may also wish to reference Sec E Parental Consent of 
8VAC20-81-170. Procedural Safeguards. https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter81/section170/

The reviewing panel will be looking for how schools and or division website help to educate military families on Procedural Safeguards especially as it relates to parental consent given that many states do not offer parental consent provisions to the same extent that we do in the Commonwealth.  



Appendix 3
	Note: Although Military School Liaison Officers are assigned to serve a particular geographical location by their commands any school liaison officer can assist with transition related questions and serve members from every branch of service. This service is provided across the state and includes Virginia school divisions not listed in this document. If you need assistance in determining which school liaison officer might best serve you please contact Dan Dunham, Virginia Department of Education Military Student and Family Specialist at dan.dunham@doe.virginia.gov or by phone at 804-225-2157.

	Virginia School Liaison Officers

	School Division(s)
	Military Installation
	Name
	E-mail address
	Phone number(s)

	
Fairfax County Public Schools
Prince William Public Schools
Manassas City Public Schools
Albemarle County Public Schools

	Fort Belvoir
	vacant
	vacant
	vacant


	
	Fort Belvoir
	Jamie Albers
	jamie.albers2.naf@mail.mil
	703-805-2606; 703-216-2994 cell

	
Prince George County Public Schools
Central Va.

	Fort Lee
	Chaundra Taswell
	chaundra.e.taswell.naf@mail.mil
	804-765-3813

	
Fairfax County Public Schools
Washington DC Public Schools

	Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall (Myer)
	Ann Daffin
	elizabeth.a.daffin.civ@mail.mil 
	703-696-7620

	
Fairfax County Public Schools
Arlington County Public Schools 
Alexandria City Public Schools

	Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall (Henderson Hall)
	Amy Fishman
	amy.fishman@usmc-mccs.org
	703-693-8378

	
Hampton City Public Schools
York County Public Schools
Poquoson City Public Schools

	Joint Base Langley-Eustis (Langley)
	Tammy Edwards
	tammy.edwards@us.af.mil

	757-281-8297

	Newport News Public Schools 
York County Public Schools
Williamsburg-James City County Public Schools
	Joint Base Langley-Eustis (Eustis)
	Christine Stiefel
	christine.l.stiefel.naf@mail.mil
	757-878-3638

	School Division(s)
	Military Installation
	Name
	E-mail address
	Phone number(s)

	
The United State Coast Guard Family Resource Specialists are not assigned any particular school division. They do offer transition support and can link families to the DoD SLO who represents the particular school division of interest to the family.

	United States Coast Guard Base Portsmouth
	Kelly Beck
	Kelly.a.beck@uscg.mil 
	757-686-4025

	
	United States Coast Guard Base Portsmouth
	Kimberly Carmon-Stanley
	Kimberly.d.carmon-stanley@uscg.mil
	757-686-4023

	
Stafford County Public Schools
Prince William County Public Schools
Fredericksburg City Schools
Spotsylvania County Public Schools

	Marine Corps Base Quantico
	Penny Rowley
	Penny.Rowley@usmc-mccs.org
	703-784-4729; 703-789-3458

	Quantico Schools (DDESS)
	Marine Corps Base Quantico
	 Paul “Jeff” Levingston
	Paul.Levingston@usmc-mccs.org
	703-784-4729; 571-393-4208 cell

	
Navy District Washington
Regional School Liaison Officer
Support Tri-State
DC, VA, MD

	Naval District Washington ( Northern Virginia)
	Horace Franklin
	horace.franklin@navy.mil
	202-433-2566

	King George County Public Schools
	Naval Support Facility Dahlgren
	Lolita Gunter
	Slo.nsasp.fcm@navy.mil 
	540-653-2070; 540-413-7287 cell

	Navy Region Mid-Atlantic
Regional School Liaison Officer
Statewide Support
	Navy Region Mid Atlantic ( Tidewater Vicinity)
	Chris Hendrix
	christopher.p.hendri@navy.mil
	757-322-2679

	Virginia Beach Public Schools
	NAS Oceana and Dam Neck
	Deborah Patch
	Deborah.patch@navy.mil
	757-433-2496; 757-438-3670 cell

	Norfolk Public Schools
	Naval Station Norfolk
	Christina Escalante
	christina.escalante@navy.mil
	757-445-0350

	Chesapeake Public Schools

	Naval Support Activity, Hampton Roads
	Tiffany Johnson
	tiffany.n.johnson@navy.mil
	757-921-5876

	School Division(s)
	Military Installation
	Name
	E-mail address
	Phone number(s)

	
Portsmouth Public Schools
Suffolk Public Schools
Isle of Wight County Public Schools

	Norfolk Naval Shipyard
	Terrilyn Williams
	Terrilyn.Williams@navy.mil
	757-396-7947; 757-438-3638 cell

	
Newport News Public Schools
York County Public Schools
Williamsburg James City County

	Naval Weapons Station Yorktown
	Katrina L. Patterson
	katrina.patterson@navy.mil
	757-887-7311

	Virginia Beach Public Schools
	Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story (Little Creek)
	Karen Phillips
	karen.phillips@navy.mil
	757-462-4483

	
Statewide Support

	Virginia National Guard Family Programs
	Joe Duerksen
	Joe.m.duerksen.ctr@mail.mil 
	804-236-7866

	Statewide Support
	
Virginia Department of Education, Military Student and Family Specialist

	Daniel Dunham
	Dan.dunham@doe.virginia.gov
	804-225-2157
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