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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: September 28, 2018 
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
SUBJECT: Federal Fiscal Year 2019 Farm to School Grant Request for Applications
The USDA Farm to School Grants application process is open now!
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Farm to School grants are available to fund innovative programs to connect local farms, school nutrition programs, classrooms, school gardens and the community. Several grant options are available. The Virginia Department of Education, Office of School Nutrition programs encourages school divisions to submit an application. Strong applications include input from stakeholders in the grant writing plan. Conveniently, the recent Fall Regional Meetings included a training session on grant writing.  
In Federal Fiscal Year 2019, USDA will award up to $7.5 million in competitive grants to eligible entities through the Farm to School Grant Program. The grant funding will support efforts that improve access to local foods in schools. The Request for Applications (RFA) includes three tracks—Implementation, Planning, and Training. Each track provides funding for a specific range of activities as notated below. Between Fiscal Year 2013 and Fiscal Year 2018, Virginia was awarded 12 of 42 USDA Farm to School grant requests. Funds awarded total $759,767.  
Implementation grant awards range from $50,000-$100,000. An implementation grant works well for eligible entities with prior farm to school experience, helping scale up or further develop existing farm to school initiatives. Some examples of activities in implementation grants include (but are not limited to) training and technical assistance, supply-chain development, evaluation activities, curriculum development, creation of promotional materials or campaigns, and formation of networks or coalitions.
Planning grant awards range from $20,000-$50,000. Planning grants help eligible entities build a strong foundation for their efforts rooted in best practices, and are ideal for applicants just getting started on farm to school activities. Some activities may include collecting data, engaging stakeholders, identifying gaps in knowledge and resources, pinpointing and developing solutions for obstacles that hinder farm to school programming for a particular community, and more!
Training grant awards range from $20,000-$50,000 to help eligible entities conduct state, regional, and national level trainings. Training grant activities strengthen farm to school supply chains or provide technical assistance related to local procurement, food safety, school gardens, culinary education, and/or integration of agriculture-based curricula.
A wide variety of entities are eligible to compete for funding through this grant opportunity. State and local agencies, small- and medium-sized agricultural producers or groups of small- to medium-sized agricultural producers, and non-profit organizations are eligible to apply for planning, implementation and training grants. Schools and school districts may apply for either an implementation grant or a planning grant. 
Completed applications must be submitted on Grants Government by 11:59 p.m. ET on December 4, 2018.
For additional information and resources, please visit Farm to School Resources for Grant Applicants for a wealth of resources including; a link to the grant RFA, Frequently Asked Questions, fact sheets, toolkits, sample application materials and information about two upcoming RFA webinars on October 16, 2018 and October 17, 2018. 
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