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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: August 31, 2018
TO: Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT: Micro-purchase and Small Acquisition Thresholds
The purpose of this memo is to provide an update of the changes in the micro-purchase and simplified acquisition thresholds. On June 20, 2018, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) raised the threshold for micro-purchases to from $3,500 to $10,000. It also raised the threshold for simplified acquisitions from $100,000 to $250,000. The Office of Management and Budget intends to revise the 2CFR 200 Uniform Guidance to conform to the law. OMB is granting an exception allowing recipients to use the higher threshold of $10,000 for micro-purchases and $250,000 for simplified acquisitions in advance of the revisions to the Uniform Guidance.  If your local agency follows federal procurement guidelines and plans to continue to do so, the new thresholds are effect immediately.  
A micro-purchase is one for goods or services that, due to its relatively low value, does not require the government to abide by many of its ordinary competitive procedures. The purchase of the goods or services must be identified as necessary, reasonable, and allocable to satisfy the procurement. Additionally, the price must be reasonable, purchases must not exceed the micro-purchase threshold, and to the extent practicable, the purchases should be equitably distributed among qualified suppliers. The micro-purchase threshold procedures are established in OMB Government-wide Guidance for Grants and Agreements at 2 CFR § 200.67.  
Simplified Acquisitions or small purchase procedures are those simple and informal procurement methods used to secure services, supplies, or other property that fall below the established threshold. While relatively simple and informal, small purchase procedures must still be conducted in a competitive manner. The simplified acquisition threshold procedures are established in 2 CFR § 200.88.  
If you have any questions, please email SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
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