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SNP Memo # 2018-2019-04
TO:		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM:	Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
		Director, School Nutrition Programs
DATE:		July 16, 2018
[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT:	Legislative Update 
The purpose of this memo is to provide an update on the FY 2019 legislative process impacting School Nutrition Programs. New legislation includes House Bill 50 and Senate Bill 840, which require local school boards to adopt policies to prevent the overt identification of students owing money for charged meals. The biannual budget includes state funding for increasing breakfast participation and maintains the previously established baseline. 
Code of Virginia Title 22.1 Education- § 22.1-79.7 – School Meal Policies
The General Assembly adopted House Bill 50 and Senate Bill 840, and codified of Virginia Title 22.1 Education- § 22.1-79.7 – School Meal Policies, that require local school boards to establish policies to protect students from overt identification if they have an unpaid meal charges. Additional guidance will be provided in a Superintendent’s memo.
Code of Virginia §22.1-79.7 
Each local school board shall adopt policies that:
1. Prohibit school board employees from requiring a student who cannot pay for a meal at school or who owes a school meal debt to do chores or other work to pay for such meals or wear a wristband or hand stamp; and
2. Require school board employees to direct any communication relating to a school meal debt to the student's parent. Such policy may permit such communication to be made by a letter addressed to the parent to be sent home with the student.


State Funding for School Breakfast
Breakfast After the Bell – The General Assembly appropriated $1,074,000 for school years 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 from the general fund to support the Breakfast After-the-Bell program.  This amount is unchanged from the previous legislative session. This is a voluntary program requiring an application and upon approval, mandatory data reporting. The Department of Education (DOE) will distribute a Superintendent’s Memo that defines the application process, sets criteria for breakfast service models and describes the reporting requirements. Funds will be available to approved elementary, middle and high schools where student free and reduced price meal eligibility exceeds 45.0 percent.  Reimbursement for middle and high schools is $0.10 per breakfast and elementary schools is $0.05 per breakfast. Funding for middle and high school is an addition for this biennium.  
Breakfast Incentive Funding – The General Assembly appropriated $6,731,771 for School Year 2018-2019 and $7,997,053 for 2019-2020 from the Lottery Proceeds Funds to continue the incentive program to increase student breakfast participation. School divisions receive a reimbursement of $0.22 per breakfast for an increase in breakfast meals served from the previous school year compared to the previously legislated baseline of school year 2003-2004. In order to receive the funds, school divisions must certify funding will be used to improve student breakfast participation and will not be used for any other purpose. A Superintendent’s memo will be distributed outlining the specific requirements and timeline. 
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