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SNP Memo # 2018-2019-02
TO:		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM:	Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
		Director, School Nutrition Programs
DATE:		July 9, 2018
SUBJECT:	Update Regarding SFSP Non-Congregate Feeding Demonstration Project
Please accept this memo as your notification that the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), Office of School Nutrition Programs (SNP), has chosen not to participate in the SFSP Non-Congregate Feeding Demonstration Project for the 2017-2018 program season. This decision was made due to the delayed announcement by USDA and the changed reporting requirements. 
If you answered yes, to participating in the non-congregate feeding project in the SFSP site application, no action is needed. However, sites that do not have temperature-controlled alternative locations will need to develop plans for extreme weather days. The site may close, go on an approved field trip, or operate on a limited schedule. 
Since 2015, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has offered states the opportunity to participate in the demonstration project for non-congregate feeding for outdoor 
summer meal sites experiencing excessive heat. The purpose of the project has been to explore alternate meal service options on days when extreme weather prevents children from visiting outdoor SFSP sites. 
The Office of School Nutrition Programs wants to ensure all SFSP sponsors are successful and children across the Commonwealth receive access to nutritious meals. We also acknowledge our responsibility as the administrator of the program to provide SFSP sponsoring organizations with excellent training, technical assistance, and resources. Your program’s success and integrity are of the upmost importance to us, and our inability to provide training and support in the implementation of the demonstration project led to our decision to decline participation this year. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Should you have any questions or wish to provide feedback please contact Courtney Jones, CNP Supervisor, at Courtney.Jones@doe.virginia.gov or by phone at (804) 786-0178.
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