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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: 	March 22, 2019
TO: 		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: 	Dr. Sandra C. Curwood, RDN, Sandy
[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT: Update of Food Crediting in the Child Nutrition Programs
The purpose of this memo is to update sponsors on crediting foods in the Child Nutrition Programs (CNP). The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) will now allow shelf-stable, dried and semi-dried, meat, poultry, and seafood snacks to be credited towards the meat component in a reimbursable snack or meal. To credit these products, sponsors should follow the guidance used for all other products made from meat, poultry, or seafood. For more information, see the Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs and the Manufacturer’s Product Formulation Statements section for the CN labeling Program website. 
For School Food Authorities ONLY
In addition, guidance was issued for School Food Authorities (SFAs) participating in the School Breakfast Program (SBP). SFAs may now credit any vegetable offered, including potatoes and other starchy vegetables, in place of fruit in the SBP. This flexibility is based on Section 768 of the Consolidated Appropriation Act, 2019 and enacted on February 15, 2019 effective through September 30, 2019. SFAs must still ensure that at least two cups per week come from the dark green, red/orange, beans and peas, or “other vegetables” subgroups. Vegetables served at breakfast should not be used to meet the subgroup requirements. Please note that the guidance is only applicable until September 30, 2019 and no additional guidance regarding an extension has been received. 
If you have any questions, please email SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov or contact the regional specialist assigned to your school division.
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