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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education
DATE: 	January 25, 2019  
TO: 		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM: 	Dr. Sandra C. Curwood, RDN Sandy
SUBJECT: School Meal Debt Survey for data collection 
The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) in collaboration with the Virginia Hunger Solutions developed a survey to identify issues related to school meal debt and the associated policies in the Virginia school divisions. School meal debt and the term “Lunch shaming” has received much media and legislative attention. It has been requested by many school divisions and the School Nutrition Programs Advisory Council for the VDOE to provide additional guidance and support and this survey is needed to gather information. It is understood that this issue is a challenge for school divisions as we all want to ensure all children have access to good, healthy food at school as well as maintain fiscal and school nutrition program integrity. 
Through this survey we hope to identify issues, trends, and best practices, to address the issues associated with meal debt and “Lunch shaming.”
Please complete the survey by February 8, 2019. Please contact Dr. Sandy Curwood, at sandra.curwood@doe.virginia.gov or Kathleen Murphy, Child Nutrition Specialist at Virginia Hunger Solutions, at kathleen@vplc.org with any questions.
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