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SNP Memo #2017-2018-35
TO:		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM:	Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
		Director, School Nutrition Programs
DATE:		April 13, 2018
SUBJECT:	FAMIS Outreach through VDOE School Nutrition Services – 17th Annual FAMIS Back-to-School Initiative!
The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), Office of School Nutrition Programs is pleased to partner with the Virginia Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) to announce the 17th Annual FAMIS Back-to-School initiative, to provide health insurance for children.
This year we have provided an updated outreach approach for local School Nutrition Programs in response to increased CEP participation and to effectively reach families that would benefit from valuable information about FAMIS, Virginia’s health insurance program for children.
DMAS is providing the attached electronic version of the FAMIS insert in English and Spanish to include in emails or for posting on school websites. DMAS will also continue to print hard copy inserts that can be mailed to families who qualify for free or reduced price meals through the school nutrition programs. Most students who are eligible to receive free or reduced-price meals are also eligible for FAMIS or FAMIS Plus (children’s Medicaid).  
Action Items:
· Please contact Rachel Beckner at 804-371-5053 or rachel.beckner@dmas.virginia.gov as early as possible to order the quantity of hard copy FAMIS inserts you will need and the date they will be needed. (Inserts will be printed and mailed in bulk, please allow four to six weeks for delivery)
· Distribute inserts in notification letters to households.
· Continue to distribute inserts throughout the school year:
· To new students
· Through the summer food service program
· Include any of the attached FAMIS widgets on school websites, Facebook or Twitter, and link them to the FAMIS website.
· Record the attached FAMIS scripts for Robo calls to parents.
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VDOE and DMAS are committed to providing support to your schools as we work together to keep our children healthy. Across Virginia, there are an estimated 59,000 uninsured children who are eligible for FAMIS or FAMIS Plus. Let’s work together to get them enrolled! To learn more about FAMIS or to order program materials, go to the Cover Virginia website. For additional information, please contact Rachel Beckner at 804-371-5053 or rachel.beckner@dmas.virginia.gov.
Thank you for your participation in the 2018 FAMIS Back-to-School initiative!
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