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TO:		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons Addressed
FROM:		Sandy C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
		Director, School Nutrition Programs

DATE:		January 26, 2018

SUBJECT:	Regional Farm to School Network Kickoff Meeting

The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), Office of School Nutrition Programs (SNP) is offering a new collaborative opportunity to increase access to fresh, healthy, locally grown food in schools. The Farm to School workgroup sponsored by VDOE SNP will host the first regional Farm to School Network meetings throughout Virginia in February and March 2018.

The regional Farm to School network’s kickoff meeting, entitled “Creating a Roadmap to Farm to School” will provide training in: 

· Food safety from the farm to the school, presented by Virginia Cooperative Extension and Local Food Hub
· Writing and understanding solicitations for local food bids, presented by Andrea Early and Trista Grigsby
· Cracking the delivery and distribution code, presented by The Common Market and Trista Grigsby

There will be round table visioning work and networking opportunities. School nutrition professionals, farmers, distributors, and produce company representatives will leave with ideas and contacts for successful implementation of Farm to School practices. 

There is no charge to attend these meetings. 

Please review and share the attached flyer for meeting locations, times and registration information.

Please contact Trista Grigsby at Trista.Grigsby@doe.virginia.gov or by calling (804) 225-2331 with any questions.
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