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SNP Memo # 2017-2018-24 – For Information

TO:		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons, Addressed

FROM:	Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy

DATE:		December 8, 2017

SUBJECT:	Interim Final Rule for Flexibilities for Milk, Whole Grains, and Sodium Requirements


The purpose of this memo is to inform School Nutrition operators of the interim final rule published on November 30, 2017.  The interim final rule extends through school year 2018-2019 the three menu planning flexibilities currently available to School Food Authorities (SFAs).  

The interim final rule will become effective July 1, 2018.  USDA is seeking public comment on the long term availability of these three flexibilities and will use the comments to help inform the development of the final rule. The final rule is expected to be published in fall of 2018 and implemented in the following school year. All written comments submitted in response to the final rule will be included in the record and available to the public. Detailed instructions for submitting comments are located in the Interim Final Rules found at https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2017-25799.pdf.  The comments will be open until January 29, 2018.  I strongly encourage school nutrition professionals to provide comments to inform the final rule.

The interim final rule discusses in detail the challenges faced by local operators regarding milk, whole grains and sodium requirements and the impact on food development and reformulation, menu planning, and school food service procurement and contract decisions.  

The flexibilities provided for this interim final rule for SY 2018-2019 continue to require a waiver from the state agency, are the following:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]School food authorities that operate NSLP, SBP, SMP. And CACFP have the option to offer flavored, low-fat milk (1%) as part of a reimbursable meal for students in grades K through 12, and for SMP and CACFP participants 6 years of age or older. School may also offer low-fat milk as a competitive beverage for sale.  This flexibility is contingent upon state approval via an application for a waiver.

· State agencies can continue to grant SFA’s exemption requests to use specific alternative grain products if the SFA can demonstrate hardship(s) in procuring, preparing, or serving specific products that are acceptable to students and compliant in with the whole grain-rich requirements.

· The rule retains Sodium Target I as the regulatory limit in the NSLP and SBP through the end of SY 2018-2019. 


Please direct questions to SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov.  
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