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SNP Memo: 	2017-2018-22, Revision #1
TO:		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons, Addressed
FROM:	Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
[bookmark: _GoBack]DATE:	November 21, 2017
SUBJECT:	Equipment Grant Updates and Addendum
The purpose of this memo is to provide an update on the Equipment Assistance Grant process for SY17-18.  USDA provided guidance to the Virginia Department of Education on the application process for the Equipment Grants referenced in Superintendent Memo 298-17- FY 2018 Competitive Grant Application for National School Lunch (NSLP) Equipment Assistance Grants.  Please read carefully in order to be considered for an Equipment Assistance Grant.

The original RFA did not include information critical to the grant application process.  School Food Authorities (SFAs) must be notified of the following:

· The Equipment Grant will now be referred to as FY 17 Equipment Assistance Grants.
· The performance period for the equipment grant awards will end on September 30, 2019, and that all procurement and expenditures must be completed no later than September 30, 2019.
· SFA must submit quarterly and annual progress activity reports on the following:
· Progress made in obligating and expending funds;
· Accomplishments and challenges in expenditure activities;
· Impact of purchased equipment on the school food service operation;
· Reason(s) for any unliquidated funds;
· Potential return of equipment; and
· Percentage of administrative costs expended as compared to the total amount allowable for administration costs.
· Priority will be given in the following order:
· Schools with 50% or higher free and reduced with no prior equipment grant award;
· Schools with 50% or higher free and reduced with a prior grant award;
· Schools below 50% free or reduced with no prior grant award;

· Schools below 50% free or reduced with prior grant award.
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· Grants will be scored on a scale of 130 points.
· Percentage free and reduced = up to 100 points
· Expansion potential for meals served (10 points)
· Justification found in Attachment C: (20 points) 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CAREFULLY to be considered for a grant award.

1. Application submission will be re-open to allow additional applicants.  If you did not submit an application and are interested, submit your application by December 15, 2017. The application and instructions are attached (Attachments A-D).
2. If you submitted an application and would like to withdraw your application, please send an email to SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov. 
3. If you submitted an application and agree to the above notifications, sign the attached addendum (Attachment E) and return it to SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov.  The addendum is due on December 15, 2017.  If we do not receive the signed addendum, your application will not be considered for an award.

If you have any questions, please email them to SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov.
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