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Upcoming from the Virginia Department of Education:
SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTS
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VDOE providing you with resources to help you strengthen your
School Nutrition Programs.
To better support School Nutrition Programs (SNP), the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) Office of School Nutrition Programs, has identified each Regional School Nutrition Specialist as a Subject Matter Expert. Each SNP Specialist is focusing on an area of expertise to provide support and resources to the other Specialists, in order to provide useful expertise and resources to all Virginia school divisions. The SNP Specialists will continue to be the school divisions’ primary contact for all program questions.
The subjects to be focused on include:
· Procurement
· Local Wellness Policy (LWP)
· Food Safety
· Competitive Foods
· Financial Management
· Recipes and Menus
· Civil Rights
· Nutrition Education
· Special Dietary Needs

Procurement (Tom Patrick)
Pilot procurement reviews have started and are in the process of being completed for 2017. The remainder of all school divisions will have procurement reviews conducted in the subsequent two years, in fulfillment of the three-year procurement review cycle. VDOE, in partnership with the Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN), has provided six procurement trainings across the Commonwealth. Resources for procurement have been added to the website. As procurement reviews come to a close, more resources will be provided to help ensure SFAs are in compliance as we make this transition.
Local Wellness Policy (Casey Dickenson)
With the implementation date, June 30, 2017, of the new final rule quickly approaching, VDOE is working diligently on getting resources out to the divisions to ensure that they have the materials to produce a compliant and strong LWP. VDOE will be providing training on LWPs at the Spring Regional Meetings in May/June, which will include, but not limited to, dissecting the final rule, food and beverage marketing, communication plans, and assessment/evaluations of LWPs. VDOE will be partnering with VDH, Cooperative Extension, and other stakeholders to tackle the LWP from every angle.
Food Safety (Denise Clark)
In the school nutrition environment, employees can make a big difference in positive as well as negative ways. This is especially true when it comes to food safety. VDOE will be working to provide resources and training to strengthen HACCP plans and food safety knowledge. All VDOE Specialists received Mock Health Inspection training and will be trained to be food safety certified in the spring.
Competitive Foods (Suzie Kollaja)
Beginning with the 2014-15 school year, competitive foods were subjected to new nutritional standards. School nutrition programs should work hard to instill healthy habits and that includes offering only tasty, nutritious food options at school. Suzie will be working to provide more resources and clarification on competitive foods and Smart Snacks in the school nutrition programs.
Financial Management (Karen Howard)
School nutrition programs operate on a nonprofit basis, with all revenue used to support or improve the food service operations. In addition, school nutrition programs are required to maintain a financial management system. Karen provided a training session on Financial Management at the VA SNA preconference and is diligently working on resources to help the divisions complete their financial report and Non-Program Food Revenue Tool accurately. VDOE intends to provide resources to assist all divisions across the Commonwealth achieve financial accountability of their school nutrition programs.


Recipes and Menus (Susie Wood)
The top sources of calories/day for children are grain desserts, pizza, and soda. Only 26 percent of kids ages 6-11 eat the recommended amount of fruits and only 16 percent of kids eat the recommended amount of vegetables. VDOE wants to give the divisions resources to assist in making creative and innovative menus and also provide simple healthy recipes that can be easily implemented in a school setting.
Civil Rights (Rasa Lakas)
Conveying guidance and training on civil rights matters is an annual requirement for school divisions and residential child care institutions participating in federal child nutrition programs. Consolidation of resources about requirements and increasing awareness of how they might apply to programs will be a focus point for VDOE efforts. 
Nutrition Education (Sara Silvernail)
One of VDOE’s goals is to increase the awareness and access of nutrition education materials to bridge gaps between the classroom and the cafeteria. Sara provided a training session on Utilizing the Cafeteria as a Classroom at the VA SNA preconference and remains active in Team Up for School Nutrition Success to initiate peer-to-peer learning opportunities across the state.
Special Dietary Needs (Karen Patterson)
The updated Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Amendments Act of 2008 prompted a broader emphasis on accommodating children with disabilities participating in school meal programs. School nutrition programs must work in cooperation with school sites and parents to help ensure that children with disabilities have the same opportunities as other children to receive education related benefits, such as school meals. Karen Patterson will be providing resources and training to help divisions navigate the regulations to accommodate children with disabilities.
image1.png
ey

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION




