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DATE:		October 11, 2017				 

TO:		Directors, Supervisors, Contact Persons Addressed

FROM:	Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
		Director, School Nutrition Programs

SUBJECT:	Child Nutrition Programs Transition Update

On October 2, 2017, the Virginia Department of Education Office of School Nutrition Programs welcomed four new staff members to our team as part of the Child Nutrition Programs transition. You will have the opportunity to get to know each Specialist at the Fall Regional Directors’ Meetings in the coming weeks. As the Office of School Nutrition begins to integrate the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the At-Risk Afterschool Meals component of the Child and Adult Care Food Program (At-Risk) into our existing programs, we will rely on the experience and institutional knowledge of the new staff as well as examining opportunities to streamline all programs.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please take a moment to learn more about our new team members. In the interim, as we develop assignments and responsibilities, please direct SFSP and At-Risk program operational questions and concerns to Courtney Jones, SNP Coordinator, or myself. As with all policy related questions, please submit these to SNP Policy mailbox at SNPPolicy@doe.virginia.gov

Courtney Jones, MPA
SNP Coordinator
Courtney.Jones@doe.virginia.gov
(804) 786-0178

Courtney has had the privilege to work with the SFSP and At-Risk Program since 2012, first as a liaison and more recently as a program supervisor. Courtney has liaised with the Department of Education on the Virginia 365 Project since its inception and helped implement the CHAAMPS system at the Virginia Department of Health. Her interests include ensuring 
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children have access to fresh, nutritious foods regardless of where they live and exploring how urban agriculture can help alleviate food deserts. 

Brandon Archer
SNP Specialist
Brandon.Archer@doe.virginia.gov 
(804) 786-1136

Brandon worked in Richmond and Alexandria City school districts for over 7 years providing counseling to at-risk students. In that capacity, he gained exposure to the SFSP by operating summer camp programs for at-risk children. Brandon brought his experience to the Virginia Department of Health in 2014 and has become an expert in compliance and program integrity. 

Kenndra Buyalos
SNP Specialist
Kenndra.Buyalos@doe.virginia.gov 
(804) 225-3342

Kenndra Buyalos has worked with the SFSP and At-Risk Program since 2013. She has worked with many of you over the years as a liaison at the Virginia Department of Health. Her desire is to help grow program participation and work to improve nutritional standards. She is thrilled to be a part of the SNP team.

Maggie Erbaugh Parker, MSW
SNP Specialist
Maggie.Parker@doe.virginia.gov 
(804) 786-1147

Maggie has been with the Child Nutrition Programs for two and a half years.  She has a background in social work and is passionate about serving low-income populations, particularly in the areas of food access and security. 

We are very pleased to have them on board. Please join us in welcoming Courtney, Brandon, Kenndra, and Maggie to the Office of School Nutrition Programs!

We will continue to provide updates as program integration moves forward. As a reminder, The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) is in the process of completing this year’s SFSP and should be contacted for any questions related to the current year. VDH will continue to operate the At-Risk Afterschool Meals component of the Child and Adult Care Food Program through May 2018. 

Please contact Courtney Jones, or me, with any questions or concerns. 
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