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SNP Memo 	#2017-2018-11

TO:		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons, Addressed 

FROM:		Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy

DATE:		September 7, 2017

SUBJECT:	School Nutrition Programs Fall Regional Meetings

The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), School Nutrition Programs staff will conduct fall regional meetings from October 11 - 17, 2017. This year the fall regional meetings will be presented in collaboration with the Food Distribution Unit of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS). The focus will be on Farm-to-School, designing seasonal and culturally connected recipes, best use of USDA foods, and Smarter Lunchroom techniques. 

· Morning session (9 a.m. to noon) VDOE and VDACS
· VDOE updates (noon to 12:30 p.m.) handout
· Advisory Council Representative Share and Gather Feedback (12:30 to 1 p.m.)
· SNP Regional Specialist “Office Hours” (1 to 2 p.m.) 

The morning session will be a team-led (VDOE/VDACS), hands-on professional development session on Farm-to-School initiatives, integrating local, seasonal agricultural products and using USDA foods to get the most “bang for your buck”. Smarter lunchroom ideas will be included for marketing your menus.

During lunch a handout on VDOE and USDA updates will be provided.  

After lunch, you will hear from your SNP Advisory Council representative to provide an update on what the Council has been working on this year as well as the opportunity to provide feedback for the representative to bring back to the Council. 

Your SNP Regional Specialist will cover a topic or two of your choice, in greater detail as well as be available to answer division specific questions. Please send any topic ideas to your regional specialist in order for them to research your topic in advance.

Please email your assigned SNP specialist by October 3, 2017, to indicate if you are planning to attend your regional meeting or if you would like to attend in another region. We are offering this opportunity in the event the date of the regional training would preclude you from attending. Also, please provide your specialist the name(s) of anyone you plan to bring or send in your place, as space is limited. 
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