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On average, 13%
of kids who receive free or reduced-price lunches get a summer meal in Virginia.

What is the SFSP?
The SFSP provides free summer meals to eligible kids age 18 and younger. Federal funding is made available to eligible sponsor organizations to provide meals and snacks to children during the summer months when school is not in session. SFSP sponsors can be schools, camps, government entities, private non-profit organizations, or colleges participating in the National Youth Sports Program. Nationally, the SFSP serves 2 million children per day.

However, the SFSP is not reaching most children in need. In Virginia, more than 300,000 kids who receive free or reduced-price lunches during the school year are not receiving a summer meal. A large part of the problem is awareness. According to a national survey of low-income families, less than 40 percent of families knew where to find a summer meals site.  Your school administration, leaders, and teachers are trusted community members who can help increase program awareness! 

This toolkit outlines easy action steps and provides templates to increase awareness, helping to increase the number of children who access summer meals.
Brought to you by:


As educators, you know the critical role nutrition plays in fueling academic success. Unfortunately, children are at a higher risk for food insecurity during the summer when they lose access to school meals, threatening to harm their cognitive and physical development. The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) can bridge the hunger gap by providing free, nutritious meals to kids. Children can receive meals where they live, learn, and play. 

On average, only 13 percent of kids who receive free or reduced-price lunches at school receive summer meals in Virginia. Schools are an essential partner in the effort to expand access to each and every child in need.
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Bridge the summer feeding gap by promoting summer meal sites in your community. Utilizing your school website and placing our texting number on outreach materials will help increase program awareness. Superintendents, principals, teachers, and school leaders play a key role in ensuring that no child goes hungry this summer. Please consider the following ideas and tools to increase awareness of the SFSP:  

1. [image: ]Robo Calls and Texts. Use your school’s robo call or text system to inform parents of SFSP site in your community and provide the meals location text number. See the template robo calls on page four and the following example robo text message:

“Free Summer Meals Are Served in Your Community. Call 2-1-1 to find a site or text “FOOD” or “COMIDA” to 877-877 to find a site near you.”

2. Letter Home to Parents. Send a letter home to parents at the end of the school year. See a template letter home on page three.

3. End of School Assembly. If your school has an end of the year assembly, announce the free meals program.

4. Host a Kickoff Event. If your school will be sponsoring an SFSP site or is connected with a site in your community, help boost awareness by hosting a summer kickoff event. Learn more on page five.

5. Website Button. Add our Web Button to your school’s homepage and link it to http://va.nokidhungry.org/serve-summer-meals   

6. Social Media. Parents and kids are getting important information through social media such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Use these platforms to inform your community about local SFSP sites. Consider pre-made graphics: Social Media 1; Social Media 2

7. Flyers and Signage. Post flyers, signs, and banners around your school and on important bulletin boards. Below are some samples to get you started:

· [image: ]Customizable Flyer Word Doc Template English; Word Doc Template Spanish
· National Poster PDF English; PDF Spanish; Customizable PDF English (Space to write in additional text); Customizable PDF Spanish (Space to write in additional text)
· Sign PDF


Find these resources at https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/summer-meals/outreach-materials
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Note: Customize this Letter to Parents to announce your summer meals program. See the “Outreach Tactics” section of the Sodexo Foundation Summer Meals Outreach Toolkit for more tips. 


[DATE]

Dear Parents or Guardians, 

For many kids, summertime means food, friends, and fun. However, for families who count on school breakfast and lunch, the summer months can be stressful and family food budgets have to stretch even further. Free summer meals, funded by the USDA, are available to kids and teens ages 18 and younger at summer meals sites across Virginia.

Many summer meals sites offer fun learning and recreational activities so kids and teens can eat a healthy meal while staying active and being with friends. Sites are also registered with the USDA and are held at safe local places like schools, churches, and community centers.

Free Summer Meal Program Details:
· Meals are FREE to children and teens ages 18 and younger who come to a summer meals site 
· Free summer meals will help families save money and stretch their already tight food budgets
· Food served is healthy and follows USDA nutrition guidelines 
· Summer meals sites are at fun, safe places for kids and teens to be active and visit with friends
· No application or proof of income needed. You can just bring your child to a summer meals site in your community 
· [IF YOUR COMMUNITY OFFERS MOBILE MEALS OR TRANSPORTATION TO SITES, INCLUDE HERE]
If you or someone you know is interested, go to http://va.nokidhungry.org/serve-summer-meals or call 2-1-1 or text ”FOOD” to 877-877 to find a site near you. 
Sincerely, 
[NAME]
[bookmark: _Toc419714740]Template Summer Meals Robo Calls
 
Note: Following are 30-second and 60-second template radio public service announcement (PSA) scripts that you can customize and adapt for a robo call to parents.  

30-Second Script
General Script:
Summer should be a stress-free time full of food, friends, and fun. Free summer meals can help!  Any child or teen age 18 and under can get free healthy meals at safe locations across the area. Many meals sites also offer learning and recreational activities so your kids can stay active and spend time with friends. Free summer meals can also help families save money. Go to http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks or call 2-1-1 or text “FOOD” to 877-877 to find a site near you.  Summer meals programs are funded by the USDA. 


60-Second Script
General Script:
Summer should be a stress-free time full of food, friends, and fun. But when school’s out, that also means that families can’t count on their kids eating meals at school, and already tight family food budgets have to be stretched even further. Free summer meals can help!  With FREE summer meals, any child or teen 18 and under can get free healthy meals at safe locations just like during the school year. There is no application needed. Just go to http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks, call 2-1-1 or text “FOOD” to 877-877 to find a site near you. The Free Summer Meals Programs not only saves you money, but you know your kids are getting the healthy meals they need every day in a safe, supervised place. And besides, it’s an opportunity for them to be spend time with friends. Just go to http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks, call 2-1-1 or text “FOOD” to 877-877 to find a site near you. Summer meals programs are funded by the USDA. 
[bookmark: _Toc419714735]



TEMPLATE FAQs ABOUT SUMMER MEALS
Note: Customize these FAQs about summer meals to announce your summer meals program. Use this information on your website and in materials to provide more information about programs.  See the “Outreach Tactics” section of the Sodexo Foundation Summer Meals Outreach Toolkit for more tips. 

What are summer meals programs?  Summer meal programs are funded by the USDA and designed to provide kids and teens ages 18 and under healthy meals during the months of June, July, and August when school is out. 

What are the requirements for my child or teen to receive a meal? Do I have to fill out an application form? There is no application necessary to receive a meal and you do not have to show proof of income. Kids and teens ages 18 and younger can just show up at a summer meal site during the site’s hours of operation. 

Is there a cost? No. All summer meals offered through the USDA’s programs are FREE to all kids and teens ages 18 and younger. 

How do I find a Summer Meal site in my community? Summer meals sites are in the community at safe, supervised places like churches, schools and community centers. Text FOOD to 877-877 to find a site near you. You can also go to http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks or call 2-1-1 to find a site and learn more.

What kind of food is served at these sites? The meals served are healthy and meet USDA guidelines. A typical lunch, for example, will include a turkey sandwich on wheat bread, milk, an apple and a salad. Here is a sample menu [INCLUDE LINK]. 

Do summer meal sites offer activities? Many sites offer fun learning and recreational activities in a safe, supervised environment. To find out the type of activities offered, call the site. 

There is no site in my area. What can I do to be sure that one is available for the children in my area next summer? If there are no summer meals sites in your community, we can HELP. Contact Eddie Oliver, No Kid Hungry Virginia State Director, at 804-692-2583 or eddie.oliver@governor.virginia.gov.  

What else can I do to help? You can share information about free summer meals with your friends, neighbors and family members. 

Who funds free summer meals? Summer meals programs are funded by the USDA through the Summer Food Service Program and the National School Lunch Program and are administered by the Virginia Department of Health.

Have other questions? Please contact US at: [info@X.org]. 
Summer Resources

There are many resources available to help identify existing SFSP sites and potential areas of expansion in your community. 

· USDA Capacity Builder Map
Use the Capacity Builder mapper to find open summer feeding sites and to identify gaps in service in your community. http://www.fns.usda.gov/capacitybuilder 

· USDA Area Eligibility for the SFSP and Child and Adult Care Feeding Program. 
Use this tool to determine if census tracts in your area are eligible for the SFSP and other federal nutrition programs. 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/areaeligibility 



2016 Summer Kickoff Events

Boost program awareness in your community by hosting and/or promoting a summer kickoff event at a local SFSP site. Schools and community organizations are joining together this summer to host fun and enriching summer celebrations with great food! You can set your own kickoff date or join one of our identified dates below:

· June 1st: Southwest Virginia Summer Meals Kickoff
· June 27th: Virginia-Wide Summer Meals Kickoff
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Stay Connected 

No Kid Hungry Virginia is committed to your success! Share your stories, successes, and events with us on social media. 
Facebook · Twitter · Instagram
@NoKidHungryVA

And, visit our website at va.nokidhungry.org for up-to-date information, best practice resources, grants, blogs, and more!
· 


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]For more information, technical assistance, or to take action call or email:

Eddie Oliver
Virginia No Kid Hungry State Director
eddie.oliver@governor.virginia.gov
(804) 692-2583
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FOOD, FRIENDS, & FUN

Kids and teens in your neighborhood can get a healthy, delicious
meal and have a free, safe place to hang out with their friends.
Call 1-866-3HUNGRY to learn more.
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