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TO:		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons, Addressed
			
FROM:	Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
		Director, School Nutrition Programs

DATE:		April 25, 2017

SUBJECT:	Summer Meals Outreach 
As the 2016-2017 school year comes to a close and summer begins, school may take a vacation, but hunger does not. The Virginia Departments of Education and Health would like to make all school staff aware of the availability of summer meal programs (through the USDA summer meal programs) that serve children.
Good nutrition is essential for good health and effective learning every day, all year long. When school is not in session, many children do not have access to nutritious meals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has identified Virginia as one of several states with pockets of persistent poverty where food insecurity is a prevalent issue. USDA has asked partners in Virginia, such as schools, local governments, and nonprofit organizations, to focus their efforts on expanding the availability of summer meal programs and providing information to households on how to access summer meals for their children.  
Summer meals are available in a variety of settings, including schools, recreation centers, as well as libraries. Schools as one of the partners can help to bridge the nutrition gap for children during the summer.  Other state, local, and private, nonprofit partners in Virginia that have provided summer meals to students or helped to spread the word about the summer meal programs are:
· Library of Virginia and local county and city libraries
· YMCA of Virginia
· Departments of Recreation and Parks
· Boys and Girls Clubs
· USDA Rural Development
· Virginia Department Housing and Urban Development
· Food banks
· Virginia Department of Social Services
· Voices for Virginia’s Children
· Share Our Strength
· Southeast United Dairy Association and American Dairy Association North East 
· Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth
· Virginia Hunger Solutions
School staff is asked to become partners in bridging the nutrition gap for children in the summer. Use the Summer Meal Programs School Toolkit, attached to this memo, to learn more.  Please share the summer meal information below with the parents and guardians of children who attend your school.
· 2-1-1 is a toll-free phone number families may call to find a summer feeding site closest to their neighborhood.  This number will refer callers to 1-866-3HUNGRY
· Families may text “FOOD” or “COMIDA” to 877-877 on a mobile phone, at no cost, to find the summer feeding site closest to their home.   
· Neighborhood feeding site locations can be found on the USDA Web site at: https://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks. 
· The National Hunger Hotline, 1-866-3-HUNGRY, operated by WhyHunger, is a toll-free phone number available to people in need of food assistance.  Families may call the hotline to find summer meal sites in their area.
If you have questions or want more information about the USDA Summer Meal Programs, please contact the school nutrition director in your school division, Sandy Curwood, Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), at (804) 225-7074 or sandra.curwood@doe.virginia.gov or Conchetta Yonaitis, Virginia Department of Health (VDH), at (804) 864-7271 or conchetta.yonaitis@vdh.virginia.gov.  Thank you for your support in conducting this required outreach to provide information about the USDA summer meal programs in your locality.
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