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TO:		Directors, Supervisors, and Contact Persons, Addressed
			
FROM:		Sandra C. Curwood, PhD, RDN, Sandy
		Director, School Nutrition Programs

DATE:		March 24, 2017

SUBJECT:	Options for Providing Meals to Students in the Summer – Seamless Summer Option 			Application in SNPWeb

The Superintendent’s memo for Summer 2017 will be published and distributed by email on Friday, March 31, 2017. However this memo is designed to provide additional information regarding the Summer Meal Options, including additional guidance on the Seamless Summer Option. 

We encourage you to consider providing meals to children in your area using one of the three options available: continuation of the NSLP and/or SBP for academic summer school only; offering the USDA Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) to all children 18 and younger in the area; or, providing meals through the NSLP’s Seamless Summer Option (SSO), which is a streamlined option for SFAs already operating the NSLP to provide summer meals. Details for all three options will be provided in the Superintendent’s Memo.    

School food authorities (SFAs) that elect to provide summer meals under any of the options must follow the appropriate regulations and must apply to participate, either through the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) for the SFSP, or through DOE-SNP for academic summer school (SNSLP and SSBP) and the NSLP SSO.  The SNSLP, SSBP and/or SSO must be activated in the site application of the participating school in SNPWeb.  If the program will begin prior to July 1, 2017, the current year 2016-2017 Agreement must be updated for the May 2017 and/or June 2017 operating months.  Programs operating in July 2017 and/or August 2017 will be activated in the new school year, 2017-2018, application packet when the new SNPWeb software becomes available.

The academic summer school SNSLP and SSBP are activated by selecting those programs on the main page of the school’s site application in SNPWeb and then proceeding to the appropriate page to complete the required information.  The information required for SNSLP and SSBP is the same as for the regular school year NSLP and SBP.  A school must operate the SNSLP if it also intends to operate the Summer Afterschool Snack Program (SASP); a school may not offer the SASP without also offering the SNSLP.  The SASP must be offered after the official academic school day for summer school has ended; the regulations are the same as those for ASP during the regular academic school year.  

Schools that intend to offer the NSLP Seamless Summer Option (SSO) must activate the SSO as a program in the site application in SNPWeb.  Attachment A to this memo provides the screenshots of the questions that must be answered in SNPWeb to activate the SSO.  Attachment B to this memo provides a comparison of the SFSP, NSLP/SBP and SSO, including rates of reimbursement for Summer 2017.  Additional information regarding the SSO, is summarized below.
    
· Seamless Summer Option has less paperwork, making it easier for schools to feed children during the traditional summer vacation periods.
· Once approved by the State agency, the school serves meals free of charge to children, including teenagers through age 18, under the school meal program rules.
· Meals are reimbursed at the free rates for school lunches, school breakfasts, and afterschool snacks, which are slightly lower than the Summer Food Service Program rates.

The SSO site must follow the NSLP/SBP regulations and requirements.
Reimbursement for meals served is the same as the NSLP/SBP and snack rates received during the regular school year and will change when the new school year rates become effective July 1.

· If the site is area eligible for free meals, all meals and snacks will be reimbursed at the free rate.
· Schools located in eligible areas and offering meals to summer school students are encouraged to expand to serve as an SSO open site by opening the meal program to other children in the community. Schools operating SSO use the same meal pattern required under NSLP and SBP and can maintain the same staff and vendors.
· Closed enrolled sites must indicate that the site is within geographical boundaries of the attendance area of a school where at least 50% of the children are certified eligible for free or reduced price meals. 
· For schools or sites that do not meet the 50% of children certified eligible for free or reduced price meals, the individual children’s eligibility is the basis for eligibility, the source of the documentation. Applications from their regular schools, applications submitted to the site and approved by the sponsoring school or LEA or a combination of both applications are required. Meals and snacks will be reimbursed at the free or reduced price rate.  There will be no reimbursement for paid meals at these sites.
· SFAs may also document the area eligibility of their proposed open or restricted open sites on the basis of census data.
· SFAs may sponsor non-school feeding sites under SSO.

The SSO site must follow the unique SSO regulations and requirements for the following:
· Required monitoring by SFA sponsors: SFA must review meal counting, claiming, and meal pattern and food safety compliance at least once during each site’s operation.
· Required monitoring by state agency: SA must review at least one SSO site in operation at all SFAs scheduled for an administrative review.  The review may be conducted in the summer prior to or immediately following the school year in which the administrative review is conducted.
· Public notice is not required but may be done.  SFA must state in the application how each site will promote the availability of meals to children in the community.

An orientation session for staff in school divisions interested in the SSO will be conducted by webinar on Wednesday, April 5, 2017 from 3:00 – 4:00pm. Access information for the webinar will be distributed to all SNP directors, supervisors, and contact persons by email by DOE-SNP, on or about March 31, 2017. 

If you have questions, please contact the specialist assigned to your division or the main DOE-SNP phone numbers, (804) 225-2082/2074.

SCC/cc

Attachments:
Attachment A: Instructions to Activate a SSO School in SNPWeb
Attachment B: Summer 2017 Comparison of Programs SFSP/NSLP/SSO 
image1.jpeg
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
P.0. BOX 2120
RICHMOND 23218-2120




