Guidance for Virginia Schools
Submitting 2020-2021 Instructional Plans 
Under Virginia’s Phased Reopening Plan

Providing New Instruction to All Students
All school divisions must provide new instruction to all students in the 2020-2021 school year, regardless of the operational status of a division’s buildings or the reopening phase the state or locality is in. 

Submitting Plans to the Virginia Department of Education
Pursuant to the Virginia Phase Guidance for Schools, each school division must develop a plan for providing new instruction for the 2020-2021 school year, submit it to the Virginia Department of Education and post it on the school division’s website for public viewing. The posted plan should be submitted to the Virginia Department of Education for review 15 business days before the first day of the academic year. Plans should be submitted online here. 

School division plans should include these necessary components:

· Operational Infrastructure to Support Learning - plan for school schedules, transportation, technology, processes, systems, communication, etc.

· New Instruction for All Students - plan for providing new instruction to all students including the learning needs of all students equitably, with attention to vulnerable and special populations (including but not limited to students with disabilities, economically disadvantaged, English learners, those students disconnected with school during the spring closure, students already identified as being part of a gap group, young learners, gifted students, etc.); preparing teachers through professional development; robust family engagement; and communication with stakeholders.

· Identification of Instructional Gaps and Student Needs - plan for identification of learning needs through formative assessment, supports for student success and well-being, revisions to curriculum, pacing, and instructional delivery.

· Remote Learning - contingency plan for ensuring continuity of new instruction should further closures be necessary

· Child Care for School Aged Children – plan assessing the demand for and supply of such child care for school aged children who are participating in virtual learning under hybrid or fully remote reopenings; and work done directly or in partnership to support child care for school aged children.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note, divisions are also required to submit COVID-19 mitigation health plans before reopening. Per an order of the Virginia Public Health Commissioner, each private school and public school division must develop a plan for implementing COVID-19 mitigation strategies before reopening in accordance with the Virginia Phase Guidance for Schools. Plans must be submitted to the VDOE before offering in-person instruction in Phase II or Phase III. Guidance for these plans is available on the VDOE website, and the submission form is online here for Phase II. 
