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PROPRIETARY RIGHTS WARNING 

© 2012 GlobalScholar All rights reserved. 

 

WARNING:  The contents of this document and the rights therein, including, without limitation, all 

copyrights and trademarks, are proprietary and owned by GlobalScholar, Inc. or third parties and shall 

not be used or reproduced in whole or in part in any manner whatsoever without securing the prior 

written permission of the owner thereof. 

 

GlobalScholar, GlobalScholar Web and GlobalScholar System are trademarks or registered trademarks of 

GlobalScholar, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. QlikView®, when 

used in this document, refers to the QlikTeck, Inc. ® reporting software. Windows and Excel, when used 

in this guide, refer to the Microsoft application and Windows operating system respectively. 
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Pricing Schedule 

Proposed Pricing 

The following contains GlobalScholar’s proposed pricing for RFP# DOE-SGA-2012-15. 

A. Assessment 

Description 

Attachment 

# 

B. Name of 

Assessment 
C. Content Area D.Fixed Price (c) 

E. Additional 

Price Per 

Test (a) 

F. Total (Fixed Price + 

(5,000 *Additional 

Price Per Test) (b) 

  

Any 1 of Reading, 

Math, ELA, or 

Science  $ 13,750.00   $4.50   $ 36,250.00  

  

Any 2 of Reading, 

Math, ELA, or 

Science  $ 13,750.00   $8.50   $ 56,250.00  

  

Any 3 of Reading, 

Math, ELA, or 

Science  $ 13,750.00   $10.50   $ 66,250.00  

  

All of Reading, 

Math, ELA, & 

Science  $ 13,750.00   $11.50   $ 71,250.00  

Vendor Notes      

(a) Vendor interprets "tests" to mean "students"      

(b) As requested, vendor has calculated Total price for each assessment offered assuming 5,000 tests. 

Specifically, vendor assumes that this is 1 district of 5,000 students.      

(c) This price is fixed for a 5,000 student district. Specifically, the fixed price for a district is based on the 

below tiers.      

(d) Data Integration not recommended for schools under 15K students      

Min Students 
Max 

Students 
PM Price Training Price 

Training 

Vids Price 

Integration 

Price (d) 
Fixed Price 

                       -                     999   $ 1,200   $ 7,500   $ 2,500   $-    $ 11,200  

               1,000                 1,499   $ 1,500   $ 7,500   $ 2,500   $-    $ 11,500  

               1,500                 1,999   $ 1,800   $ 7,500   $ 2,500   $-    $ 11,800  

2,000  2,499   $ 2,100   $ 7,500   $ 2,500   $-    $ 12,100  
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Min Students 
Max 

Students 
PM Price Training Price 

Training 

Vids Price 

Integration 

Price (d) 
Fixed Price 

2,500  2,999   $ 2,400   $ 7,500   $ 2,500   $-    $ 12,400  

3,000  3,499   $ 2,700   $ 7,500   $ 2,500   $-    $ 12,700  

3,500  3,999   $ 3,000   $ 7,500   $ 2,500   $-    $ 13,000  

4,000  4,999   $ 3,750   $ 7,500   $ 2,500   $-    $ 13,750  

5,000  5,999   $ 3,750   $ 7,500   $ 5,000   $-    $ 16,250  

6,000  7,999   $ 4,500   $ 7,500   $ 5,000   $-    $ 17,000  

8,000  8,999   $ 5,250   $ 7,500   $ 5,000   $-    $ 17,750  

9,000  9,999   $ 6,000   $ 7,500   $ 5,000   $-    $ 18,500  

10,000  11,999   $ 6,000   $ 15,000   $ 7,500   $-    $ 28,500  

12,000  13,999   $ 7,500   $ 15,000   $ 7,500   $-    $ 30,000  

14,000  14,999   $ 9,000   $ 15,000   $ 7,500   $-    $ 31,500  

15,000  19,999   $ 10,500   $ 15,000   $ 10,000   $ 8,200   $ 43,700  

20,000  24,999   $ 12,000   $ 22,500   $ 12,500   $ 10,750   $ 57,750  

25,000  29,999   $ 12,000   $ 22,500   $ 15,000   $ 10,750   $ 60,250  

30,000  34,999   $ 12,000   $ 30,000   $ 17,500   $ 10,750   $ 70,250  

35,000  39,999   $ 15,000   $ 30,000   $ 20,000   $ 18,675   $ 83,675  

40,000  44,999   $ 15,000   $ 37,500   $ 22,500   $ 18,675   $ 93,675  

45,000  49,999   $ 15,000   $ 37,500   $ 25,000   $ 18,675   $ 96,175  

50,000  54,999   $ 15,000   $ 45,000   $ 27,500   $ 18,675   $ 106,175  

55,000  59,999   $ 15,000   $ 45,000   $ 30,000   $ 18,675   $ 108,675  

60,000  64,999   $ 15,000   $ 52,500   $ 32,500   $ 18,675   $ 118,675  

65,000  69,999   $ 15,000   $ 52,500   $ 35,000   $ 18,675   $ 121,175  

70,000  74,999   $ 30,000   $ 60,000   $ 37,500   $ 37,350   $ 164,850  

75,000  79,999   $ 30,000   $ 60,000   $ 40,000   $ 37,350   $ 167,350  
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Vendor Narrative 

a. The organizational structure of Offeror’s staff as it relates to the delivery of services for 

proposed assessments. Include details regarding help desk availability for tests 

administered online. 

The following provides information on our account management, implementation and project 

management approach. 

Account Management 

GlobalScholar’s philosophy of account management centers on the spirit of partnership. Our Account 

Management Team focuses on the drivers for a successful implementation and on-going support. The 

team is headed by Michael Marchionda, your primary point of contact. Michael and team will lead 

requested changes and develop extensive relationships within your organization. Additionally, Michael 

and the GlobalScholar Project Advisory Committee will provide top-level oversight and management of 

all key GlobalScholar personnel as described below.  

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 

• Developing, maintaining and fostering relationships at all levels within your organization 

• Facilitating and supporting conversions in conjunction with a cross-functional team  

• Identifying and managing mutually agreed upon measures and goals 

GlobalScholar recognizes that a key ingredient to the success of our solutions is the team involved in the 

implementation and support of our products. With approximately 1,485 employees, we continuously 

build our staff with the best and most qualified personnel who have a passion for improving education. 

Our team is comprised of former educators, school administrators and technologists, including top level 

federal and state education officials and policymakers, and business and technology leaders from 

leading companies such as Microsoft, Amazon, Wal-Mart and P&G. Our team understands the unique 

challenges and nuances of developing and implementing education reform and expanding access to 

innovative technologies and best practices that are necessary to help improve student achievement. 

GlobalScholar takes pride in our strong and exceptionally qualified Engineering, Content and Research, 

Project Management and Professional Development teams with proven enterprise level experience 

delivering training, implementation and web-based commercial services in a dynamic environment. Our 

expertise includes software development and business analytics, targeted user training programs, and 

comprehensive on-site implementation services, which are all integrated seamlessly and designed to 

serve the changing needs of our customers.  
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a. The organizational structure of Offeror’s staff as it relates to the delivery of services for 

proposed assessments. Include details regarding help desk availability for tests 

administered online. (response continued) 

Project Team Organization 

GlobalScholar recognizes that a key ingredient to the success of our solution is the team involved in the 

implementation and support of our products. We continuously build our staff with the best and most 

qualified personnel who have a passion for improving education. Our team is comprised of former 

educators, school administrators and technologists, including top level federal and state education 

officials and policymakers, and business and technology leaders. Our team understands the unique 

challenges and nuances of developing and implementing education reform and expanding access to 

innovative technologies and best practices that are necessary to help improve student achievement. 

GlobalScholar takes pride in our strong and exceptionally qualified Engineering, Content and Research, 

Project Management and Professional Development teams with proven enterprise level experience 

delivering training, implementation and web-based educational services in a dynamic environment. 

GlobalScholar will assign a Project Manager who will be the primary contact for the USOE during 

implementation and beyond. All communications related to the project including status and monitoring, 

scope management, requirements, change requests, escalations will be made through the Project 

Manager. GlobalScholar will also provide an Implementation Engineer and Educational Analyst as part of 

the team working closely with the VDOE to implement the proposed Instructional Improvement System 

solution. We recommend that the VDOE assign a point person who will be the main point of contact 

with GlobalScholar’s Project Manager.  

 

GlobalScholar Project Team Organization 
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a. The organizational structure of Offeror’s staff as it relates to the delivery of services for 

proposed assessments. Include details regarding help desk availability for tests 

administered online. (response continued) 

KEY ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT 

The GlobalScholar team is comprised of former top-level federal and state education officials and 

policymakers, former educators and administrators, business leaders and technology experts from 

around the world. Our team understands the unique challenges and nuances of developing and 

implementing education reform and expanding access to innovative technologies and best practices that 

are necessary to help improve teacher effectiveness and student achievement. Our team has experience 

partnering with school districts, educational agencies and state departments of education to implement 

technology solutions that help drive data into the hands of the right decision makers. 

Prior commitments and timing of the execution of the contract with the LEAs and School Districts will 

impact the final assignment of the project team.  

GlobalScholar Project Team and Responsibilities 

Team Member Responsibility Percent Time 

Committed  

Project Management & Educational Specialist Team 

Doug Odom, VP Project 

Management 
• Oversight of Project Management and Implementation 5% 

Keith Willis, Ph.D. Director 

Project Management 
• Oversight of Project Management and Implementation 

• Oversight of project and project staff, attendance at Quarterly 

Executive Meetings 

5% 

Jennifer Colton, Sr. 

Manager Implementation 

Projects 

• Oversight of Project Management and Implementation 

• Oversight of Project Managers and all deliverables, attendance 

at Quarterly Executive Meetings, Assignment of new personnel 

15% 

 



Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 

RFP# DOE-SGA-2012-15 

Student Growth Assessments 

 

 

 

                            

 

12 

1251 E. Dyer Road, Suite 200, Santa Ana, CA 92705, proposalservices@globalscholar.com 

a. The organizational structure of Offeror’s staff as it relates to the delivery of services for 

proposed assessments. Include details regarding help desk availability for tests 

administered online. (response continued) 

 

Team Member 
Responsibility 

Percent 

Time 

Committed  

Project Management & Educational Specialist Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Management staff 

to be assigned based off 

size of LEA 

 

 

 

• Provides leadership and project management methodologies to 

plan and implement complex projects so they will complete on 

time with a high degree of customer satisfaction 

• Conducts daily or weekly project meetings. Monitors the 

performance of the team members and obtains additional 

resources as needed by the project. Maintains all project 

management documentation including a project plan(s), action 

list and a development list if required 

• Evaluates changes in scope and advises both client and company 

management as to the impact of scope changes on the overall 

impact on the project 

• Serves as the primary interface and focal point of 

communication with the customer 

100% 

GlobalScholar believes in developing strong working partnerships with the districts it serves. An integral 

aspect of that partnership extends to the Project Management Team, whose staff leads the on-going 

communication and support parts of GlobalScholar’s assessment solution implementations. 

GlobalScholar proposes a sliding scale of Project Management services based on the districts that 

choose to use Performance Series, our computer-adaptive assessment. The Project Management 

services are a hybrid of traditional project management tasks, training and support specialists. 

Additionally, the proposed Project Management services for VDOE will have the added support of the 

leadership of GlobalScholar’s Project Management team. The Project Management team used a similar 

plan with one of our long-term clients, NYC Department of Education. In NYC, we began with a similar 

support structure. The support services have been scaled down through our five-year relationship, but 

the initial training and project support provided the schools of NYC tools to ensure success.  

In addition to the city of New York, GlobalScholar has supported many implementations that were 

delivered as a phased-in approach to build capacity within the district or as an optional assessment, 

including the state of Alabama, Anne Arundel, MD, and Atlanta Public Schools (GA). Performance Series 

documents student progress throughout the year on our proprietary scale, showing growth and 

particularly supports initiatives targeted at Gifted and Talented or at-risk students. Additionally, this  
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a. The organizational structure of Offeror’s staff as it relates to the delivery of services for 

proposed assessments. Include details regarding help desk availability for tests 

administered online. (response continued) 

computer-adaptive assessment is completed online, on demand with results available instantly and can 

be used immediately after student data is uploaded; this step would be supported by Project 

Management and our Data Management Services (DMS) teams. Schools would be able to ascertain 

baselines, inform creation of instructional groups and tailor remediation or enrichment to student 

performance and goals as soon as their data was uploaded and their students assessed. 

Every district that adopts will be trained by the Professional Services department staff and scheduled 

and overseen by the Project Management team; the two departments have a strong, collaborative 

working relationship to best support our clients. Our training methodology ensures key district staff will 

get the information they need, tailored to their role in the district, and our Project Management staff 

will help determine the needs of the training. The trainings will detail the platform features, assessment 

administration and data interpretation. There will also be a follow-up session suggested to be scheduled 

after testing data is live in the system. That recommended session will detail best practices and 

understanding around data interpretation. These sessions and the use of Performance Series will help to 

further the Commonwealth’s desire to use this type of assessment data in teacher evaluation programs, 

and enabling districts to use student growth information to inform instruction and to provide an 

additional measure for accountability. 

Technical Support 

GlobalScholar will provide technical support for the length of the contract. Support for our proposed 

solutions is available from 8:30 AM to 7:30 PM Eastern Time, Monday through Friday, except 

GlobalScholar holidays. Support may be contacted through toll-free telephone, email, web and online 

live chat. Additionally, GlobalScholar employs an internal team structure consisting of an Account 

Manager, Implementation Specialist and Support Technician. This ensures continuity of personnel and 

knowledge transfer throughout the duration of the partnership with each client. Each user also has 

access to video tutorials and an entire library of system documentation via secure login to our website 

for 24/7 access to support. 

During technical support hours, GlobalScholar’s support staff will provide effective and timely customer 

support for applications covered by the support agreement. GlobalScholar works diligently toward the 

prompt resolution of incidents. Following initial project implementation, GlobalScholar’s Technical 

Support team is available to support program helpdesks. A part of GlobalScholar’s Customer Experience 

division, the Technical Support team can be reached via toll-free telephone or e-mail. Our Technical 

Engineers are experts in our educational technology products and all have experience working with 

customers to provide technological support on a variety of products.  
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a. The organizational structure of Offeror’s staff as it relates to the delivery of services for 

proposed assessments. Include details regarding help desk availability for tests 

administered online. (response continued) 

GlobalScholar’s Educational Support Specialists will provide testing and logistics support to schools 

designated by the LEAs and School Districts during each test administration window. The Project 

Manager will work with the VDOE or LEAs to identify those schools requiring additional support and 

devise an appropriate plan and schedule for supporting those schools. 

 

 

b. A comprehensive plan to be implemented by the contractor that establishes necessary 

safeguards to maintain the confidentiality of all student data and any other materials 

deemed to be confidential by VDOE or the Offeror. 

GlobalScholar will maintain the security of all data supplied by the LEAs. All GlobalScholar networks 

employ multiple security measures including secure passwords, address restrictions, firewalls and 

physical security. All administrative tasks, including viewing scores and managing student information, 

use 128-bit SSL encryption techniques. This helps prevent information from being intercepted and 

viewed by anyone on the Internet. Another level of Internet security comes from within school sites. To 

access the student scores from the school, an educator must use his or her own unique user name and 

password. GlobalScholar monitors each logon request and denies access if proper codes are not 

entered. GlobalScholar works with schools to assist them in establishing security protocols that prevent 

accidental or malicious release of access codes and passwords. The school may change these protocols 

at a later date if necessary. 

Because of the sensitive nature of information stored in computer testing systems, GlobalScholar has 

developed a system to ensure that all information is secure. GlobalScholar has established a detailed 

privacy policy and various internal procedures to ensure that student information never leaves the 

secured environment. GlobalScholar never sells individual data or makes it available to anyone without 

prior authorization from the school. 
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b. A comprehensive plan to be implemented by the contractor that establishes necessary 

safeguards to maintain the confidentiality of all student data and any other materials 

deemed to be confidential by VDOE or the Offeror. (response continued) 

While incorporating collaborative features into the access of data, security is also maintained in 

accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) within Performance Series to 

protect the privacy of student assessment records. Schools can configure on-site security settings to 

limit access to only certain computers, regardless of access codes. This allows schools to carefully 

monitor access to student records by requiring authorized persons to come to specific machines to do 

so. Additionally, schools can restrict the times of the day that data records are available for access 

similar to a bank time-locked vault. It is very common to set up access for only school days during school 

hours. 

All electronic traffic between score data and the user is encrypted in industry standard 128-bit secure 

sockets layer security technology. In addition, staff members are required to have six character 

passwords that allow limited access based on how the school sets up the users. There are five to seven 

staff positions that can be setup by the customer to further restrict the staff's ability to see confidential 

information while still allowing them to complete their tasks within Performance Series. 

All of the student and score information are housed in a security computer facility that has the following 

attributes: 

• Regular Backups 

• Tier 4 facility 

• Unmarked building 

• Guards 

• Redundant power 

• Environment controls 

• Biometric security with card keys access 

• Special security access tubes 

• Security cameras every 5-12 feet 

• Internal security audits 

• Multiple firewall layers and brands 
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b. A comprehensive plan to be implemented by the contractor that establishes necessary 

safeguards to maintain the confidentiality of all student data and any other materials 

deemed to be confidential by VDOE or the Offeror. (response continued) 

GlobalScholar's assessment site minimizes the risk of students viewing inappropriate online materials by 

expanding the screen to prevent the start button or other menu choices. However, it is highly 

recommended that proper proctoring of the assessment be enforced to ensure a fair testing 

environment. Performance Series scoring is a function built into the Performance Series software, based 

on statistical research on each item and each test as a whole. Please refer to Appendix A to view the 

Proctor Administration Guide that includes best practices. 

  

c. A comprehensive training plan for central office staff, school administrators and teachers 

Training Methodology 

GlobalScholar Professional Development services are designed to be delivered in phases based on a 

structured implementation plan. The implementation plan includes introductory sessions to increase 

awareness of assessment and provide participants with skills that will allow for the immediate use of the 

system and data. Skills and concepts are sequentially organized based on the Virginia DOE participating 

districts plan. Participants complete training with the skills necessary to apply new learning to real-life 

professional situations.  

Measurable Outcomes 

Research-based, hands-on Professional Development Services will provide district personnel, teachers 

and administrators with the following outcomes: 

• Ability to make data-driven decisions at the district, school system, and school levels 

• Ability to view data by classes and teachers, as well as schools and districts 

• Utilize data to differentiate instruction and to create action plans for learning 

• Identify relative strengths and weaknesses for individual students 

• Understand item and distracter analysis to determine instructional need 

• Utilize test data to drive instruction 

• Understand the assessment development process 

• Understand adaptive testing best practices 

• Understand gains reporting to monitor growth over time 

• Encourage parental/family involvement 
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c. A comprehensive training plan for central office staff, school administrators and teachers 

(response continued) 

Delivery Methods 

GlobalScholar offers a variety of training options: onsite, online webinars and access to online help and 

webinar recordings that focus on the needs of the end users. Our training program is based on a unique 

Role Based Training methodology. Role-based training focuses on providing individuals with skills 

required to perform job functions and impact student learning. The training is developed in a modular 

fashion, based on user roles. Courses begin at a high level, and then "drill down" to a detailed discussion 

of the transactions performed in the business processes.  

While the GlobalScholar team is prepared to deliver training based on customer requests, we 

recommend utilizing a Train-the-Trainer approach, or some hybrid of end-user training and trainer 

training. Our experience has shown us that building “champions” within our clients’ organizations helps 

facilitate knowledge transfer for the customer. 

GlobalScholar provides training documents for each training session and only requires a computer lab 

that is equipped with a working Internet connection. We recommend one computer per participant. 

When training on the scanning component of the system, a scanner should be installed in the 

designated computer lab and attached to the presenters’ computer in the front of the classroom. 

Agendas with built in breaks will be customized for each session. 

Experienced Team of Educational Consultants 

GlobalScholar Professional Development is delivered by a team of consultants and internal specialists 

who all have a background in education. The majority have experience within their current or former 

Districts in using and implementing our solutions. All consultants have a minimum of a Master’s Degree 

in education, several have Doctorates, and all have experience at the classroom and/or administrative 

levels. Professional Development assignments are made based on the expertise of the consultant and 

the requirements of the RFP.  



Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 

RFP# DOE-SGA-2012-15 

Student Growth Assessments 

 

 

 

                            

 

18 

1251 E. Dyer Road, Suite 200, Santa Ana, CA 92705, proposalservices@globalscholar.com 

c. A comprehensive training plan for central office staff, school administrators and teachers 

(response continued) 

Professional Development Plan 

The following is a detailed overview of the Professional Development plan that has been created to 

provide a cost effective, yet comprehensive, solution for training all stakeholders. GlobalScholar will 

make every effort to accommodate the scheduling and services that are provided through Professional 

Development to ensure an effective and timely experience by the end user. Designated staff members 

who are identified as Location Controllers and who are on the Train-the-Trainer team will be fully 

supported by materials and internal documentation that is available online within the platform. In 

addition, GlobalScholar will supply all Train-the-Trainer attendees with an electronic toolkit that 

contains training presentations and agendas that will result in consistent redelivery of the training to 

their peers. 

 

Audience and 

Delivery Method 
Training / Professional Development Description – YEAR 1 Time Notes 

 

District Level 

Champions 

Team 

 

Train-the-Trainer 

Model 

 

Onsite Learning 

 

The school district designated training team will participate in 3 

days of Professional Development that will focus on all aspects of 

the assessment solution. These sessions are designed to allow 

participants to develop internal expertise on the product to allow 

for re-teaching of the material to assigned staff. 

• 2 days of initial training will be delivered prior to testing. 

Participants will learn the details of site administration, 

test proctoring, security, computer adaptive testing, and 

online delivery of assessments, data analysis, and 

reporting. These sessions will allow for hands-on 

participation and practice to ensure the participants are 

confident in their abilities to re-teach the information 

and/or support staff needs. 

• One-day sessions of follow-up training will be scheduled 

following the first round(s) of assessment with the primary 

focus on data interpretation, advanced reporting, and 

reflection upon district, school, and student data. 

A certification process will be utilized to ensure product proficiency. 

Based on 

Project 

Plan 

Core team 

of 20   

 

 

Online Learning 

Video Suite 

 

Self-paced videos will be released to the state to provide end users 

with 24/7 access to online learning. The videos may be stored in an 

existing Learning Management System and be deployed by the 

state and/or districts to compliment the live online and onsite 

sessions to strengthen the end users understanding of the system. 

The video suite provides timely information while minimizing the 

amount of time spent out of the classroom. 

Ongoing Unlimited 

access to 

all end 

users 
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d. Evidence of experience in providing assessments that include measures of growth for local 

or state education agencies. 

Company Experience 

Across the nation, GlobalScholar has an established track record for successful assessment services 

implementations. Our K-12 platform has administered more than 18 million tests to nearly three million 

students, including two of the five largest school districts. Our history demonstrates corporate stability 

with innovation, guided by leaders with deep experience in complex organizational and educational 

change management. This is reflected in our implementation model and research services designed to 

create a unique and powerful partnership to promote student achievement and support the 

Commonwealth’s overall educator evaluation initiative. 

 

 

e. A list of the local and state education agencies contracted with for similar services within 

the last three years. Include a brief summary of the services provided. 

Similar Client Engagements 

GlobalScholar serves 80 of the largest 100 school districts in the U.S., as well as 70 countries and 15 

Ministries of Education throughout the world. We partner with some of the most progressive and 

innovative school systems in America, including recipients of funding from the Race to the Top initiative 

and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  
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e. A list of the local and state education agencies contracted with for similar services within 

the last three years. Include a brief summary of the services provided. (response continued) 

 

The following is a  summarized list of clients for whom we have provided similar services as outlined in 

this proposal. 

Client Contact Information 

South Dakota State 

Department of Education 

(SDDOE) 

The State Department of Education in South Dakota is a Performance Series user 

since 2002. Initially, they used Performance Series as a mandatory assessment 

for all students, but in 2003, determined to provide it to all schools for use at 

their discretion. GlobalScholar used “Road Shows” for training South Dakota 

educators – offering training at central sites throughout the state. Most recently, 

the state decided to use its regional Educational Service Agencies to provide 

training and these participants were trained to turn key training back to local 

districts. Starting in 2004, South Dakota engaged GlobalScholar Project 

Management services to assist in overseeing the integration of student 

information. They increased their use of Project Management in 2005 and in 

ongoing years to support the addition of our fixed-form assessment tool, 

Achievement Series. South Dakota assesses around 70,000 students state-wide 

on our assessment platform. 

Ohio Department of 

Education (ODOE) 

The Ohio Department of Education was required to create a list of assessments 

that can measure student growth to complement the Ohio Achievement 

Assessment (OAA) that provides value-added data for ELA and mathematics in 

grades 4-8. GlobalScholar was approved for placement on the State’s List of 

Approved Assessments. 

The New York State 

Education Department 

(NYSED) 

In order to implement the provisions of Education Law §3012-c, regarding annual 

professional performance reviews of classroom teachers and building principals, 

the New York State Education Department (NYSED) solicited applications for 

assessments that will be used as measures of student achievement or growth 

and will subsequently contribute to teachers’ and principals’ annual performance 

appraisals. GlobalScholar was approved for placement on the State’s List of 

Approved Assessments. 

Alabama State Department of 

Education (ALSDE) 

The Alabama State Department of Education, recently chose GlobalScholar to 

provide Online Student Assessments that are capable of providing both 

computer-adaptive formative assessments and user-defined, criterion-

referenced testing aligned with the Alabama College- and Career-Ready 

Standards, the Common Core State Standards, and ACT College- and Career-

Ready measures. 
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f. Three references (names, titles, addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses). 

References 

Client Contact Information 

New York City Department of Education 
Alyse Pecoraro 

Division of Academics, Performance and Support 

52 Chambers Street 

New York, NY  10007 

[P]: 212-374-6117 

[E]: apecoraro@schools.nyc.gov 

Calcasieu Parish School District 
Dr. Marylou Caldarera 

Supervisor of Assessment 

1724 Kirkman Street 

Lake Charles, LA  70601 

[P]: 337-437-8381 

Alabama State Department of Education 
Dr. Tony Thacker 

Coordinator, Research and Development 

[P]:  334-383-4810   

[E]: tthacjer@alsde.edu 
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Response to RFP Statement of Needs 

The following includes GlobalScholar’s direct response to the requirements included in the Statement of 

Needs section of the RFP. 

 

A. Alignment of test items to the Standards of Learning (SOL). 

GlobalScholar uses a Curriculum Alignment Guide to align state standards to learning objectives 

assessed in Performance Series. If a Curriculum Alignment Guide is applied, both the items used for 

student testing and the reports will display the state’s standards next to the appropriate learning 

objectives in Performance Series. The Curriculum Alignment Guide is available for math, language arts, 

reading and life science and inquiry. Subsequently, Performance Series items are aligned to the Virginia 

State Standards of Learning and the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). Items were developed at 

specific cognitive complexity levels, using the taxonomies of Blooms, Marzano and Webb to help ensure 

appropriate depth-of-knowledge consistency. 

 

B. Acceptable technical characteristics including evidence of validity and reliability as well as 

appropriateness of the test for use with all students. 

All item-bank statistics, analyses, and procedures used to illustrate the concepts of reliability and validity 

as they relate to Performance Series were reviewed for completeness and accuracy by a statistical team. 

According to the Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing, reliability refers to “the degree 

that true scores are free from errors of measurement.” That is, measurements are consistent when 

repeated on a population of examinees. In classical test theory, reliability is defined as the ratio of true 

score variance to the observed score variance. Reliability is usually expressed as a single number (e.g., 

Cronbach’s alpha). Depending on the audience, the standard error of measurement is sometimes used. 

A more meaningful index for both classical and Item Response Theory (IRT) based assessment tools is 

the standard error of measurement. This measure of precision specifies a confidence interval within 

which an examinee’s measure will fall with repeated assessments. In Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT), 

where examinees are exposed to different sub-sets of items, the only meaningful way to express an 

instrument’s reliability/precision is through the error associated with an examinees’ ability estimate, 

that is, the standard error of measurement. 
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B. Acceptable technical characteristics including evidence of validity and reliability as well as 

appropriateness of the test for use with all students. (response continued) 

GlobalScholar’s goal (in fact, one of the test stopping criteria) is a standard error of measurement of less 

than 0.30 logits for each examinee. This is roughly equivalent to a conventional reliability coefficient of 

0.91. Although this is one of the stopping criteria for the test, the standard error of measurement will 

vary for each examinee. The majority of the tests finish with a standard error of measurement less than 

0.30. 

The number of reading passages seen by examinees influences the number of items administered within 

Performance Series Reading content area. Administering more items to achieve a lower standard error 

of measurement (comparable to that seen in the Mathematics content area) necessitates the reading of 

additional passages by most examinees. Examinees requiring additional items to meet the standard 

error of measurement threshold set by GlobalScholar will, in some cases, need to read an entire new 

passage and respond to its associated group of items. This contributes to the increased variability in the 

number of items administered and larger mean standard error of measurement compared to the 

Mathematics content area. 

The Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing define validity as “the degree to which 

accumulated evidence and theory support specific interpretations of test scores entailed by proposed 

uses of a test.” To put it another way, a test should not be considered valid in an absolute sense. Rather, 

the validity of a test should be considered within the context of the groups to be tested, and the desired 

interpretation of test results. 

Much of GlobalScholar’s validity research has been an effort to “accumulate evidence” as the Standards 

for Educational and Psychological Testing indicate. 

Content Validity 

Content validity refers to the degree to which a test measures an indicated content area. Presently, the 

content areas within Performance Series are Mathematics, Reading, Language Arts, and Science. In an 

attempt to illustrate the content validity of Performance Series with regard to these content areas, 

GlobalScholar examined the concepts of item validity and sampling validity, both of which are necessary 

components of content validity. Item validity focuses on the degree to which test items are relevant in 

measuring the desired content area. Sampling validity focuses on how well items selected for the test 

sample or span the content area. Due to the newness of the Language Arts and Science components of 

Performance Series, no concurrent validity research on them has been completed at this time. The tasks 

described below regarding Item Validity and Sampling Validity are, however, in place for both Language 

Arts and Science. 
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B. Acceptable technical characteristics including evidence of validity and reliability as well as 

appropriateness of the test for use with all students. (response continued) 

Item Validity 

GlobalScholar began the item development process by creating a list of skills through research of 

individual state standards, state assessment programs, and the National Assessment of Educational 

Progress (NAEP). In addition, those standards proposed by national organizations such as the National 

Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) and the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) were 

also reviewed. 

Much of this research was performed during the creation and regular update of GlobalScholar’s 

Curriculum Designer product, which has taken place over the last ten years. The Curriculum Designer 

database of skills and objectives is aligned to standards and assessment documents from around the 

country that have been created within the last fifteen years. As a result, trends in education and 

assessment (from a skills and objectives perspective) were analyzed during the development of 

Performance Series skill list. 

Using Curriculum Designer, similar elements (standards, skills, objectives, competencies) spanning any 

combination of documents contained within its database are readily identified. Therefore, a core of 

these most common elements, taken within and across grade levels, can be determined. Performance 

Series skill list represents this core group of skills. 

GlobalScholar content team members developed all items that appear within Performance Series. Each 

item that exists within the item bank was written to measure a skill from Performance Series skill list at 

the appropriate grade level. In order to ensure the uniformity of the construction of items within 

Performance Series item bank, GlobalScholar developed a process for training content team members 

on item development. This training consisted of a hands-on program designed to enable content team 

members to transfer their content area knowledge and classroom teaching experience into successful 

item development. In addition to their training, all content team members received the GlobalScholar 

Item Development Training Manual as a reference tool. 
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B. Acceptable technical characteristics including evidence of validity and reliability as well as 

appropriateness of the test for use with all students. (response continued) 

As prospective items are developed, they are subjected to an external evaluation by a panel of content 

area experts. New items are reviewed for: 

• Item alignment with the indicated skill at the appropriate grade level 

• Item content and quality (accuracy of content, overall clarity, one unambiguous answer) 

• Item bias (to ensure that the item did not demonstrate gender, racial/ethnic, and/or 

socioeconomic bias) 

• Gender count for passive/active voice. Reading passages are reviewed to ensure that 

male/female main characters are written in an equal number of instances with regard to 

passive/active voice. 

The items are then returned to the GlobalScholar content team to make changes based on the 

recommendation of the external evaluation panel. This process is repeated to ensure that corrections 

were made as the evaluation panel intended, and that no new errors or problems with the items were 

introduced during the rewrite/editing process. 

Items failing this external review are eliminated from further consideration for entry into Performance 

Series item bank. Items passing this external review process are deemed to be relevant to the task of 

measuring their respective content areas. 

Sampling Validity 

In order to possess a high degree of sampling validity, an assessment must include items that span the 

given content area. To address this need, Performance Series content areas are divided into sub-areas or 

units that function as independent testlets during test administration. 

Examinees in any content area are required to be exposed to items from the many component testlets 

that make up that content area. This is accomplished through GlobalScholar’s item selection algorithm. 

As a result, no examinee’s Performance Series experience is restricted to a minute subset of a given 

content area. 
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B. Acceptable technical characteristics including evidence of validity and reliability as well as 

appropriateness of the test for use with all students. (response continued) 

Inter-Testlet Correlation 

To illustrate the concepts of item and sampling validity of Performance Series in a more quantitative 

manner, GlobalScholar has examined the correlation of examinee scores between the component 

testlets within each content area. Most of the table entries indicate a fairly good (> 0.65) correlation 

coefficient. This indicates that test items within each of the component testlets in each content area are 

measuring their segment of the overall content area at about the same level. Also, examinees are not 

exposed to wide ranges of items (with regard to difficulty) from one testlet to the next within a given 

content area unless their ability within each testlet warrants such a variation. Inter-Testlet correlations 

partitioned by grade level are available upon request. 

 

C. Evidence that use of the assessment as a measure of growth is appropriate, including 

evidence that the assessment has been used as a measure of growth in other states or 

local education agencies. 

Results from the Performance Series assessments can be incorporated into an LEA’s evaluation system 

that uses multiple data points to measure a teacher’s contribution to a student’s academic growth. 

Because Performance Series assessments are vertically scaled, growth can be determined as multiple 

test administrations yield scores on a common scale. These student level growth scores can then be 

used as outcome variables in a value-added multi-level regression model or other type of growth model 

to estimate the effect each teacher has on the improvement of his or her students.  

New York State Education Department (NYSED) endorses Performance Series to measure growth as part 

of their Approved Student Assessments for use by School Districts and BOCES as a growth measure in 

Teacher and Principal Evaluation. The Alabama State Department of Education is using Performance 

Series to provide student growth data over the course of an academic year. Additionally, the Ohio 

Department of Education placed Performance Series on the state’s List of Approved Assessments to 

support student growth measures to compliment the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA).  
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D. Clearly defined and comprehensive test administration procedures. 

Performance Series provides a variety of documentation designed to ensure proper test taking, located 

under the Documents tab. For teachers or test proctors, scripts for test administration, written for 

different levels of students (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12) are available. Additionally, a Best Practices booklet 

describes potential student testing experiences with a different (adaptive) type of assessment, along 

with possible scheduling recommendations. Taking a Test: Quick Reference guides can be posted beside 

each workstation for students, in English and Spanish. 

Please refer to Appendix A for the Proctor Administration Guide that includes best practices on test 

administration processes. 

 

E. Appropriate scoring procedures including quality control measures and student, class, 

school, and school division score reports. 

Performance Series is scored within the database and there is no educator interaction in this process. 

GlobalScholar does provide proctor guidelines to ensure the most valid score per administration and 

guides to understand and evaluate the scaled scores within the context of Virginia. Additionally, 

performance categories or bands may be customized within the system to evaluate the scaled scores 

based in relation to GlobalScholar's national norm research, research done by the customer, or 

predictive validity studies. Fall to Spring growth scores or gains can be evaluated against data from the 

national norm research (observed mean gains) by grade level, quartile or decile. 

 

Solution Summary 

Performance Series is a criterion-referenced, web-based computer-adaptive test available in both 

English and Spanish that allows educators to quickly pinpoint the estimated ability level of students 

across a range of subjects corresponding to Virginia State Standards of Learning. Performance Series 

dynamically adjusts to each student‘s instructional level for personalized testing. It provides a clear 

understanding of students‘ performance across a range of subjects without being limited to a particular 

grade level, making it easy to develop individualized learning plans, place students more accurately, 

diagnose instructional needs and measure student gains across reporting periods. The adaptive 

assessment provides a valid and reliable scaled score that can be used to measure academic growth and 

evaluate student abilities at, or above and below grade level. Performance Series may be used for 

screening, diagnostic assessments and progress monitoring – as well as for measuring student growth, 

which can be used for determining educator effectiveness.  
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E.Appropriate scoring procedures including quality control measures and student, class, 

school, and school division score reports. (response continued) 

Results from the Performance Series assessments can be incorporated into a LEA‘s evaluation system 

that uses multiple data points to measure a teacher‘s contribution to a student‘s academic growth. 

Because Performance Series assessments are vertically scaled, growth can be determined as multiple 

test administrations yield scores on a common scale. These student level growth scores can then be 

used as outcome variables in a value-added multi-level regression model or other type of growth model 

to estimate the effect each teacher has on the improvement of his or her students.  

GlobalScholar believes the foundation of successful project implementation is building and sustaining a 

strong partnership with our customers. Our implementation methodology blends best practices – 

developed and refined over the years through implementing GlobalScholar‘s web-based solutions in 

school districts, states and business organizations across the country – with customized project plans 

that meet the needs of each individual client. GlobalScholar‘s implementation experts, comprised of our 

Project Management, Professional Development, Engineering and Content and Research Teams, 

combine more than 100 years of experience implementing education technology solutions. The 

GlobalScholar implementation team will work collaboratively with each LEA to develop a project work 

plan and schedule that meets the needs of the LEA and ensures a smooth, efficient and positive 

transition. 

GlobalScholar's Project Management services include both onsite and/or offsite Project Managers and 

Implementation Specialists who can be dedicated full time or part time to a LEA to ensure efficient and 

effective implementation of our products. Among other activities, our Project Managers oversee project 

planning and initiation, data import, consulting with LEAs on assessment deployment strategies, 

establishing performance bands and testing windows, scheduling training and professional 

development, support for administering assessments and providing ongoing evaluation and support 

services.  

All Training and Professional Development services are customized to meet the needs of each client. 

Initial training focuses on introductory product features and usage. GlobalScholar‘s Professional 

Development sessions also teach how to best use the proposed solution to make effective data-driven 

decisions in the classroom to improve student achievement. 
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Attachment 1: Small Business Subcontracting Plan 

Definitions 
Small Business: "Small business " means an independently owned and operated business which, together with 

affiliates, has 250 or fewer employees, or average annual gross receipts of $10 million or less averaged over the 

previous three years. Note: This shall not exclude DMBE-certified women- and minority-owned businesses when 

they have received DMBE small business certification. 

 

Women-Owned Business: Women-owned business means a business concern that is at least 51% owned by one or 

more women who are citizens of the United States or non-citizens who are in full compliance with United States 

immigration law, or in the case of a corporation, partnership or limited liability company or other entity, at least 

51% of the equity ownership interest is owned by one or more women who are citizens of the United States or 

noncitizens who are in full compliance with United States immigration law, and both the management and daily 

business operations are controlled by one or more women who are citizens of the United States or non-citizens 

who are in full compliance with the United States immigration law. 

 

Minority-Owned Business: Minority-owned business means a business concern that is at least 51% owned by one 

or more minority individuals or in the case of a corporation, partnership or limited liability company or other 

entity, at least 51% of the equity ownership interest in the corporation, partnership, or limited liability company or 

other entity is owned by one or more minority individuals and both the management and daily business operations 

are controlled by one or more minority individuals. 

 

All small businesses must be certified by the Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Minority Business 

Enterprise (DMBE) by the due date of the solicitation to participate in the SWAM program. Certification 

applications are available through DMBE online at www.dmbe.virginia.gov (Customer Service). 

 

Offeror Name: _____________________________________________ 

Preparer Name: ________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

 

Instructions 
A. If you are certified by the Department of Minority Business Enterprise (DMBE) as a small business, complete 

only Section A of this form. This shall not exclude DMBE-certified women-owned and minority-owned 

businesses when they have received DMBE small business certification. 

 

B. If you are not a DMBE-certified small business, complete Section B of this form. For the offeror to receive 

credit for the small business subcontracting plan evaluation criteria, the offeror shall identify the portions of 

the contract that will be subcontracted to DMBE-certified small business in this section. Points will be assigned 

based on each offeror’s proposed subcontracting expenditures with DMBE certified small businesses for the 

initial contract period as indicated in Section B in relation to the offeror’s total price. 

 

Section A 
If your firm is certified by the Department of Minority Business Enterprise (DMBE), are you certified as a 

(check only one below): 

______ Small Business 

______ Small and Women-owned Business 

______ Small and Minority-owned Business 

Certification number:__________________________Certification Date:___________________________  
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Section B 

Populate the table below to show your firm's plans for utilization of DMBE-certified small businesses in 

the performance of this contract. This shall not exclude DMBE-certified women-owned and minority-

owned businesses when they have received the DMBE small business certification. Include plans to 

utilize small businesses as part of joint ventures, partnerships, subcontractors, suppliers, etc. 

 

B. Plans for Utilization of DMBE-Certified Small Businesses for this Procurement 

Small Business 

Name & 

Address 

 

DMBE 

Certificate # 

Status if Small 

Business is 

also: Women 

(W), Minority 

(M) 

Contact Person, 

Telephone & Email 

Type of Goods 

and/or 

services 

Planned 

Involvement During 

Initial Period of the 

Contract 

Planned 

Contract 

Dollars During 

Initial Period 

of the 

Contract 

Precision Printing 

1300 Priority 

Lane  

Chesapeake, VA 

23324 

 

DMBE Certificate 

#: 692968 

 James Kelly  

National Sales Manager 

757.545.3019 Ext. 308 

sales@preprintva.com 

Printing Services 

 

Printing of items to 

include: 

1)Intro to school Data  

2)Intro to Performance 

Series  

3)Series Placement 

Indicators   

4)Quick Start Guide  

5) Gains Analysis Job 

Aid 

Estimated 5% of 

contract value 

Total $     $ Estimated 5% 

of contract 

value 
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Attachment 2: State Corporation Commission Form 

 

 
 

F1849613 X 
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Attachment 3: Assessment Descriptions  

Assessment Description #1 - Mathematics 

Offeror Name: GlobalScholar, Inc.  

Proposed Assessment Name: Performance Series 

Content Area(s) and Grade Level(s) Assessed:  Mathematics (Grades K-12) and Mathematics en español 

(Grades 2-9)  

 
SECTION 1: OVERVIEW OF TESTS 

Requirement 

1.1 Describe the specific grade(s) and subject area(s) covered by each assessment and provide an 

overview of the content and skills measured. Include the types of test items used, the mode(s) of delivery, 

the availability of equivalent forms, including short forms or screeners (if available) and a test blueprint 

for each test being proposed.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

The Performance Series Assessments cover Grades K-12 in Mathematics, Grades K-12 in Reading, Grades 2-

8 in Language Arts, Grades 2-8 in Life Science and Inquiry, and Grades 2-9 in Math en español.  

 

The Performance Series assessment is a computer-adaptive test that is delivered online. The test includes 

dichotomously scored items (all multiple choice). The test uses a 1-parameter Rasch model and offers an 

express test (short form) of the assessment as an option for states and districts/LEAs. The assessment has 

been utilized as a universal screener in multiples states and districts/LEAs. The test contains item pools that 

are aligned to the CCSS and VA Standards of Learning through an intermediary database of skills. Items are 

developed specifically for skills and aligned to standards.  

 

In creating the Performance Series item pools, GlobalScholar has targeted the need for accurate 

measurement of state and national standards. To achieve that end, GlobalScholar developed an extensive 

list of skills that correspond to those critical learning objectives most commonly taught throughout the 

country. This list was created through GlobalScholar’s extensive research of state and national standards. 

By analyzing the commonality and correlation of learning objectives present in these documents, essential 

learning objectives and content at each grade level were identified. Consequently, the assessment of 

learning objectives tested by Performance Series has a high degree of correlation to state and national 

standards. The majority of reading and mathematics learning objectives assessed by Performance Series 

are commonly found in state and national standards. Similar processes were used to construct the 

language arts and life science collection of learning objectives. 
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Strong correlation alone, however, was not a sufficient condition for a skill area to be included in the final 

content of the item bank. Utilizing a large team of teachers and educational consultants, GlobalScholar 

carefully investigated each skill area using the following criteria: 

• Is the skill a critical skill? 

• Is the skill grade-level appropriate? 

• Would the skill be more appropriate in another grade level? 

• How would the skill rank in difficulty compared to other grade-level appropriate learning 

objectives? 

After extensive investigation and review, the final content array was assembled and distributed to the Item 

Development Team. 

 

Developing the item bank for Performance Series was an intensive and comprehensive effort by a large 

team of item developers. To ensure the highest level of quality and security possible, all items were 

developed by GlobalScholar Content Specialists. No third party item banks were used in the development 

of Performance Series. GlobalScholar continues to update the skill list based on the adoption of new 

standards across the states including the Common Core State Standards. 
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1.2 Provide evidence of alignment of test items to the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) for existing 

assessments. For assessments developed in response to the RFP, provide a plan for assuring the 

alignment of test items to the SOL. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Virginia Mathematics Curriculum Alignment   

The Virginia Mathematics Standards of Learning (2009) were used to develop the curriculum alignment 

guide for Virginia. All grade level standards were used. The referencing of the content standards in the 

curriculum alignment guide follows closely with the numbering of the document. In a reference of 

1.7b—1 indicates the grade level, 7 indicates the standard, and b indicates the essential understanding. 

 

Virginia Algebra and Geometry Curriculum Alignment  

The Virginia Mathematics Standards of Learning (2009) were used to develop the Algebra and Geometry 

curriculum alignment guide for Virginia. Grade level standards for grade eight and high school were 

used. The referencing of the content standards in the curriculum alignment guide follows closely with 

the numbering of the document. For grade 8 a reference of 8.15a—the 8 indicates the grade level and 

the 15a indicates the standard. At the high school level, a reference of 9-12.A.7.f—the 9-12 indicates the 

grade level, A indicates the course, standard, and 2.b indicates the standard. The SIP scores for the 

Virginia Curriculum Alignment Guide for Algebra and Geometry were determined using the national 

item pool. 

 

The alignment process is very rigorous. The initial alignments are made by a content area specialist. The 

alignments are then reviewed by at least one other content area specialist. Please refer to Appendix B 

to view VA Standards of Learning Reports. 

 

SECTION 2: TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Requirement 

2.1 Provide evidence of content, construct, concurrent, and predictive validity as appropriate. Include 

validity evidence that supports the use of scores from the proposed assessment in teacher evaluation, 

addressing specifically the validity of using assessment results to support inferences about 

effectiveness of teacher in producing growth in student performance (if available). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Content validity refers to the degree to which a test measures an indicated content area. Presently, the 

content areas within Performance Series are Mathematics, Reading, Language Arts, and Science. In an 

attempt to illustrate the content validity of Performance Series with regard to these content areas, 

GlobalScholar examined the concepts of item validity and sampling validity, both of which are necessary 

components of content validity. Item validity focuses on the degree to which test items are relevant in 

measuring the desired content area. Sampling validity focuses on how well items selected for the test 

sample or span the content area. 
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GlobalScholar content team members developed all items that appear within Performance Series. Each 

item that exists within the item bank was written to measure a skill from Performance Series skill list at 

the appropriate grade level. In order to ensure the uniformity of the construction of items within 

Performance Series item bank, GlobalScholar developed a process for training content team members 

on item development. This training consisted of a hands on program designed to enable content team 

members to transfer their content area knowledge and classroom teaching experience into successful 

item development. In addition to their training, all content team members received the GlobalScholar 

Item Development Training Manual as a reference tool. As prospective items are developed, they are 

subjected to an external evaluation by a panel of content area experts. New items are reviewed for: 

 

• Item alignment with the indicated skill at the appropriate grade level 

• Item content and quality (accuracy of content, overall clarity, one unambiguous answer) 

• Item bias (to ensure that the item did not demonstrate gender, racial/ethnic, and/or 

socioeconomic bias) 

• Gender count for passive/active voice. 

 

Reading passages are reviewed to ensure that male/female main characters are written in an equal 

number of instances with regard to passive/active voice. The items are then returned to the 

GlobalScholar content team to make changes based on the recommendation of the external evaluation 

panel. This process is repeated to ensure that corrections were made as the evaluation panel intended, 

and that no new errors or problems with the items were introduced during the rewrite/editing process. 

Items failing this external review are eliminated from further consideration for entry into the 

Performance Series item bank. Items passing this external review process are deemed to be relevant to 

the task of measuring their respective content areas. 

 

Two types of criterion-related validity are concurrent and predictive validity. Concurrent validity 

indicates the degree to which performance on two separate assessments is correlated. Predictive 

validity determines the relationship between performance on the GlobalScholar assessment and state 

tests or other high-stakes measure. The resulting information is then used to predict performance on 

the other measure of interest. GlobalScholar has been engaged in validity research since the initial 

release of Performance Series. GlobalScholar's Chief Psychometrician, Dr. Richard Brown, is a recognized 

expert in measurement and research methodology. Dr. Brown is a senior advisor providing oversight to 

GlobalScholar's psychometric and research services. 

 

Performance Series is a criterion-referenced, web-based computer-adaptive test available in both 

English and Spanish that allows educators to quickly pinpoint the estimated ability level of students 

across a range of subjects corresponding to state and Common Core State Standards. Performance 

Series dynamically adjusts to each student’s instructional level for personalized testing. It provides a 

clear understanding of students’ performance across a range of subjects without being limited to a 

particular grade level, making it easy to develop individualized learning plans, place students more 

accurately, diagnose instructional needs and measure student gains across reporting periods. The 

adaptive assessment provides a valid and reliable scaled score that can be used to measure academic 

growth and evaluate student abilities at, or above and below grade level. Performance Series may be 

used for screening, diagnostic assessments and progress monitoring - as well as for measuring student 

growth, which can be used for determining educator effectiveness.  
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Results from the Performance Series assessments can be incorporated into a LEA’s evaluation system 

that uses multiple data points to measure a teacher’s contribution to a student’s academic growth. 

Because Performance Series assessments are vertically scaled, growth can be determined as multiple 

test administrations yield scores on a common scale. These student level growth scores can then be 

used as outcome variables in a value-added multi-level regression model to estimate the effect each 

teacher has on the improvement of his or her students.  

 

The GlobalScholar Research team has created a Proof of Concept paper showing a potential approach of 

how Performance Series can be used in context of value-added modeling (VAM). Students’ Performance 

Series test score data, spanning several test administrations, was extracted from the Performance Series 

database and used to estimate school- or teacher- level effects on student performance outcomes. The 

VAM results from these analyses could be used to inform instruction and drive school/teacher 

improvement efforts. It is cautioned that the results from VAM are only one indicator of a school or 

teacher’s relative contribution to student learning. Hence, results should not be used as the sole basis 

for decision-making regarding schools or teachers. Rather, VAM results should be treated as one of 

several components used to support the decision-making process concerning school/teacher 

accountability or effectiveness. GlobalScholar also has a preferred alliance with The Learning Growth 

Network, led by recognized expert, Dr. John Schacter, to provide growth model services using 

Performance Series score data. 

New York State Education Department (NYSED) endorses Performance Series to measure growth as part 

of their Approved Student Assessments for use by School Districts and BOCES as a growth measure in 

Teacher and Principal Evaluation. The Alabama State Department of Education is using Performance 

Series to provide student growth data over the course of an academic year. Additionally, the Ohio 

Department of Education placed Performance Series on the state’s List of Approved Assessments to 

support student growth measures to compliment the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA). Please see 

Appendix C for examples of Research Studies conducted by GlobalScholar. 

 

2.2 Provide evidence of reliability, both for the total test and for any subtests for which scores are 

reported. Include estimates of error in measurement. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

According to the Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing, reliability refers to “the degree 

that true scores are free from errors of measurement.” That is, measurements are consistent when 

repeated on a population of examinees. In classical test theory, reliability is defined as the ratio of true 

score variance to the observed score variance. Reliability is usually expressed as a single number (e.g., 

Cronbach’s alpha). Depending on the audience, the standard error of measurement is sometimes used.  

 

A more meaningful index for both classical and Item Response Theory (IRT) based assessment tools is 

the standard error of measurement. This measure of precision specifies a confidence interval within 

which an examinee’s measure will fall with repeated assessments. In Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT), 

where examinees are exposed to different sub-sets of items, the only meaningful way to express an 

instrument’s reliability/precision is through the error associated with an examinees’ ability estimate, 

that is, the standard error of measurement. This index or SEM is presented on most Performance Series 
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reports numerically, adjacent to the scaled score, but some reports also present a visual representation 

to aid understanding. 

 

Standard Error of Measurement 

GlobalScholar’s goal (in fact, one of the test stopping criteria) is a standard error of measurement of less 

than 0.30 logits for each examinee. This is roughly equivalent to a conventional reliability coefficient of 

0.91. Although this is one of the stopping criteria for the test, the standard error of measurement will 

vary for each examinee. The majority of the tests finish with a standard error of measurement less than 

0.30. 

 

2.3 Provide evidence that the assessment is appropriate for use with student subgroups, including 

English language learners and student with disabilities. Include documentation that the assessment 

does not exhibit bias toward any major subgroups (e.g., through an analysis of differential item 

functioning). In addition, provide a sensitivity review to demonstrate the assessment tasks and items 

are designed to be accessible and fair for all students. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series items are reviewed for bias both during the writing process and after use in 

assessments. 

a. A special team of educational experts, from a sample of national educational communities 

representing diverse cultural backgrounds, reviews and analyzes all item content. Bias editors 

analyze how many stories/questions contain male or female main characters, and whether 

these characters use an active or passive voice. In addition, bias editors analyze which 

stories/questions contain ethnic or cultural diversity. When there is a significant disparity 

between genders, a lack of cultural diversity, or a misrepresentation of any kind, the Item 

Development Team makes adjustments accordingly. These changes range from minor revisions 

to complete removal from the item bank. 

 

b. Differential Item Functioning (DIF) recently run to analyze item performance against different 

subgroups. The DIF analysis was performed on Performance Series test results for all four 

subjects in the Spring of 2009.  

 

Please see Appendix D to view DIF Analysis Reports and Item/Passage Bias Guidelines. 

 

2.4 Provide evidence that the assessment includes items of varying difficulty to ensure accurate 

measurement of student achievement across the ability continuum, including the tails of the score 

distribution. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

To build the examinee’s confidence in the test, the first random items are adjusted to be lower in 

difficulty. Subsequent items are then matched with the students estimated ability. So, a class of sixth 

graders will begin the test with a few random items that rank somewhere near a fifth grade level and 

gradually increase to their true ability level. 

 

The following illustrates the Difficulty Distribution Coverage for Performance Series: 
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High School Algebra 
 

 
 
 
High School Geometry 
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Spanish Math 

 
 
 
K-9 Math 
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SECTION 3: USE OF ASSESSMENT AS A MEASURE GROWTH 

Requirement 

3.1 Provide evidence that the scores resulting from the assessment have been used as measures of 

growth by other local or state education agencies. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

New York State Education Department (NYSED) endorses Performance Series to measure growth as part 

of their Approved Student Assessments for use by School Districts and BOCES as a growth measure in 

Teacher and Principal Evaluation. The Alabama State Department of Education is using Performance 

Series to provide student growth data over the course of an academic year. Additionally, the Ohio 

Department of Education placed Performance Series on the state’s List of Approved Assessments to 

support student growth measures to compliment the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA).  

 

3.2 Describe the methodology used to measure growth. For example, does the assessment employ a 

vertical scale, use a computer-adaptive model to measure growth over time, or employ some other 

methodology. Does the methodology allow for the longitudinal measure of growth across academic 

years?  What about the measurement of required growth on the proposed assessment to reach 

proficient on the statewide assessments (the Standards of Learning tests) in a specified amount of 

time? Include standard setting studies or other analyses conducted to establish measures of growth.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

Performance Series can be used to measure growth over time using the (vertical) scaled score provided 

in all reports. After both qualitative and quantitative evaluation, test items are placed on a vertical 

difficulty scale to provide insight to a student‘s ability level within a subject. This scale is used across 

grades and enables educators to view growth over time. The growth or gain is calculated as the 

difference between Scaled Scores at two separate administrations (whether at the aggregate Mean 

Scaled Score level or individual student level). For each gain reported, a standard error for the gain is 

also calculated and displayed. GlobalScholar indicates those gains that are not significantly different 

from zero at the 67% confidence level (plus or minus one standard error of the gain). This vertical scale 

and gains reporting ability combined with the previous national norm research study enables educators 

to evaluate student growth against observed mean growth for the student‘s grade, quartile or decile. 

Please see Chapter 5 Norming Procedure of the Performance Series Technical Report provided in 

Appendix E for additional information. 

 

3.3 Describe the methodologies used to control item exposure so that the accuracy of students’ scores 

is not impacted by multiple exposures to the same items. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

The process of continuous maintenance of the item pools involves ongoing monitoring of item exposure 

rates, item performance, and item pool enhancement via field test embedding processes. In the rare 

event items become overexposed, the items are either retired or placed in a holding mode until a later 

date at which time they may be re-introduced to the active item pool. 



Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 

RFP# DOE-SGA-2012-15 

Student Growth Assessments 

 

 

 

                            

 

41 

1251 E. Dyer Road, Suite 200, Santa Ana, CA 92705, proposalservices@globalscholar.com 

 

As more and more students test on the Performance Series, the items within the pools reach 

overexposure levels. Overexposure can lead to a variety of problems and may ultimately compromise 

the validity of the test. GlobalScholar has developed an online calibration process known as the Item 

Embedding Process to help replenish the pools with new, high quality performing items. Using the 

Embedding Process, GlobalScholar introduces an average of 1,000 items for all subject areas every year. 

Our Item Embedding process is described in detail in Chapter 3 of the Performance Series Technical 

Report included in Appendix F. 

 

3.4 Describe the procedures used to validate the measures of growth.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Student growth can be evaluated in different ways through the reports provided. The statistical 

evaluation is provided in the Gains Report through a comparison to the Standard Error of the Difference. 

Gain scores inside this standard error are marked with an asterisk, to note that the two scores are not 

statistically different. Gain scores without an asterisk can be considered valid, statistically different 

scores. Additionally, comparisons against the GlobalScholar norm group (observed mean gains) can be 

made through the Gains Analysis Report. A district can select the type of data breakdown for this report 

to provide an average gain target in line with each grade level, quartiles per grade, or deciles per grade. 

 

Creation and Composition of Norm Groups  

In response to customer requests for a means to compare their students’ results on Performance Series 

with those results of other students across the country, GlobalScholar developed norms for fall, winter, 

and spring administrations of Performance Series. The created norms are “user” norms, where the norm 

groups for fall, winter and spring were samples from the database of all examinee results during Fall 

2005 through Spring 2006. An updated study is currently underway, using national data from the 2011-

2012 school year, and will be available in 2013. 

 

Within the areas of Mathematics and Reading, norm groups were created for students in grades 2 

through 10. For the areas of Language Arts and Science, the norm groups were created for students in 

grades 2 through 8. Fall and Spring groups were created dependently with all examinees being members 

of both groups. The Winter group was created independently; however, the possibility exists that some 

examinees may also be members of Fall and/or Spring groups. 

 

Criteria used for creation of these initial norm groups were gender, ethnicity, and geographic region. In 

the case of ethnicity and gender, target proportions were set to match national population levels. 

Ethnicity, gender, and geographic region were selected to provide the largest possible group from which 

to sample in order to create each group. At this time, norms exist within the areas of Mathematics, Life 

Science, Reading and Language Arts. Please see Chapter 5 Norming Procedure of the Performance 

Series Technical Report provided in Appendix F for additional information. 
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SECTION 4: TEST ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES 

Requirement 

4.1 Describe the administration procedures necessary to produce growth scores. For example, is the 

assessment designed to be administered multiple times during the year or administered once in the 

fall and once in the spring?    

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series can be administered at any time during the school year, based on individual school 

needs. However, if comparisons to our national norm research study are required then the tests can be 

administered 2 or 3 times in a year: Fall, Winter and Spring. 

 

4.2 Describe any processes used for pre-identifying and/or registering students for testing. Include 

what data, including the State Testing Identifier, are collected for each student, how data are 

collected or transmitted, and how data are maintained and securely managed.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Data Collection / Transmission 

There are multiple student data import options for Performance Series. These include manual input, CSV 

file import, data integration services (DIS), API and SIF. GlobalScholar will work with VDOE and LEAs to 

determine the best option related to schedule needs and technology. 

 

Maintaining Online Testing Security 

Location Controllers can control online testing by limiting the allowed login days/times and the allowed 

network addresses from which any test can be taken at the site. Allowed login days/times/networks can 

also be edited for each test session. A school location password can also be required. Some schools 

change their school location password daily, for example, to increase testing security. Additionally, 

Location Controllers or teachers with editing rights can also assign students a student password that is 

required for them to log on to take an online test.  

 

When a test is scheduled, the Manager of the test can edit the Allowed Student option to limit which 

students are able to take the test, by assigning students by grade level or class, or by assigning individual 

students.  

 

Data Transmission 

All electronic traffic between score data and the user is encrypted in industry standard 128-bit secure 

sockets layer security technology. In addition, staff members are required to have 6 character passwords 

that allow limit access based on how the school sets up the users. There are 5-7 staff positions that can 

be setup by the customer to further restrict the staff's ability to see confidential information while still 

allowing them to complete their tasks within Achievement Series. Teachers are generally restricted to 

seeing only their own students' scores. 
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All of the student and score information are housed in a security computer facility that has the following 

attributes:  

• Regular Backups  

• Tier 4 facility  

• Unmarked building  

• Guards  

• Redundant power  

• Environment controls  

• Biometric security with card keys access  

• Special security access tubes  

• Security cameras every 5-12 feet  

• Internal security audits  

• Multiple firewall layers and brands  
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4.3 Describe all materials needed for test administration and how school divisions will order and 

obtain sufficient quantities. Include details of test booklets and answer documents for paper/pencil 

testing (if applicable), test administration manuals, etc. If applicable, identify any test administration 

materials school divisions would be responsible for supplying locally (manipulatives, copies of test 

materials, etc.). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series is completely online and web-based. Students will need a computer with access to 

the internet. Please refer to Appendix E: Performance Series System Requirements to view system 

requirements for Win / Mac operating systems, browser configurations, and bandwidth needs. If the 

district or school chooses, the students can have loose paper and pencil available to them during the 

test. However, that is not required to successfully complete any Performance Series test. 
 

4.4 Provide examples of the test administration manuals to be used with the assessment(s). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

Please refer to Appendix A for the Proctor Administration Guide, Appendix F for the Performance Series 

Technical Report, Appendix E for System Requirements documentation and Appendix G for Performance 

Series Sample Reports.  

 

4.5 Describe all technology requirements related to school personnel managing the administration of 

tests and to students completing tests if assessments include technology-based delivery. Include the 

minimum and recommended hardware and software requirements and network requirements for test 

administration by school personnel and test delivery to students. Include how assessments are hosted 

(e.g., locally, vendor, 3rd party). Provide examples of user interfaces for test administration by school 

personnel and test delivery to students. Include descriptions or examples of test navigation and any 

test tools (e.g., calculator, ruler, highlighter) available to students for testing. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

GlobalScholar’s proposed assessment platform is a Software as a Service (SaaS) solution that is internet-

based and hosted on GlobalScholar’s secure servers. Each client receives a unique site identification and 

access to the data and information on that unique site is password protected by the client user. The 

GlobalScholar assessment software is accessible through the district’s Internet full T-1 line Internet 

connection. The system is available 24x7x365, except for monthly routine maintenance or scheduled 

product enhancements. GlobalScholar schedules its maintenance times on weekends to minimize user 

interruption of service. GlobalScholar uses best business practices to maintain or exceed 99.5% platform 

uptime and product availability (this excludes standard software maintenance and update windows.) 

Access to the system is available anywhere via the Internet and the LEAs can also restrict access from 

only certain IP addresses and certain times determined by the district. Schools can configure on-site 

security settings to limit access to only certain computers, regardless of access codes. This allows 

schools to carefully monitor access to student records by requiring authorized persons to come to 

specific machines to do so. Additionally, schools can restrict the times of the day that data records are 

available for access similar to a bank time-locked vault. It is very common to set up access for only 

school days during school hours. 
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GlobalScholar's assessment site minimizes the risk of students viewing inappropriate online materials by 

expanding the screen to prevent the start button or other menu choices. It is, however, recommended 

that proper proctoring of the assessment be enforced to ensure a fair testing environment. Schools can 

configure on-site security settings to limit access to only certain computers, regardless of access codes. 

This allows schools to carefully monitor access to student records by requiring authorized persons to 

come to specific machines to do so. Additionally, schools can restrict the times of the day that data 

records are available for access, similar to a bank time-locked vault. It is very common to set up access 

for only school days during school hours. GlobalScholar stress tests all servers and makes adequate 

arrangements for the desired number of concurrent users. GlobalScholar Assessment has a graphical 

user interface that is simple and intuitive. Access is by user name and secure password. There are six 

District Level positions and eight School Level positions. The following are the user types available at the 

district and school levels. At the Network Level, GlobalScholar will work with the LEAs to understand the 

nuances between the roles to determine how they may fit into current positions. 

District Level 

District Level View 

 

 

School Level 

School Level View 
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Client users of the GlobalScholar assessment software only have access to data at their level or below. 

For example, a teacher can only access his or her students’ data and a principal can access the data of 

students only in his or her school. Please refer to Appendix E: Performance Series Technical 

Requirements to view technical requirement minimums for use of the GlobalScholar assessment 

software. 

 

4.6 Describe accommodations available to students with disabilities and limited English proficient 

students. Include procedures related to the provision of accommodations to eligible students.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

Because every child—whether gifted or challenged—learns at a different pace and has different 

instructional needs, assessments that truly have value must provide teachers with important 

information about individual needs. Through the adaptive nature of Performance Series, teachers are 

able to quickly pinpoint student achievement levels across a range of subjects that correspond with 

state and Common Core standards. Unlike traditional standardized assessments that focus on the 

standards one grade level at a time and return results at a later date, Performance Series provides 

students with tests custom tailored to their ability level in reading, math, language arts and life science 

and inquiry. 

Software features are built in to address different populations such as: 

1. Extended time for assessment: Performance Series is not timed and allows for student 

administration breaks within a two week window. If a student can only test for 15 minute 

blocks, simply have that student stop the test and it will resume where he/she left off for the 

next block. 

2. Testing accommodations for start point: Performance Series enables educators to determine a 

different starting point from the grade level, either higher or lower, when needed. 

3. Adaptive testing: Performance Series automatically adjusts to student performance, to ensure 

the most efficient testing experience and maximize time for learning. 

4. Many test questions present visual clues to provide additional context. 

5. Test retake: Performance Series tests can be spoiled and re-taken to ensure that any student 

with testing issues or an especially bad day will not be penalized for that poor test score. 

6. Navigation language support: students have the option to select Spanish for their test 

navigation, so that their concentration is focused on content, not understanding the software 

navigation. 

7. Math (en espanol): Performance Series provides a transadaptation of the standard Math test in 

Spanish, to provide better insight to mathematical abilities of students more comfortable with 

Spanish. This test version has separate proctor and student instructions and parent reporting for 

effective testing communications. 
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8. Flexible reports: Aggregate reports can be filtered by many different demographics for analysis 

based on district needs. Or, custom groups can be created to evaluate specific students or 

programs based on state or local accountability requirements. 

 

4.7 Describe procedures for completed student tests to be submitted for scoring and reporting 

purposes. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series is completely online and web-based. Educators do not need to do anything for 

student tests to be scored. Due to the adaptive nature of the assessment, student responses are sent to 

our system every time the student clicks the arrow to move forward. The subsequent question is 

dependent on this level of communication. When the student completes the test, a ‘Congratulations’ 

screen will display. The scaled score can also be displayed on this screen, if configured. At this time, the 

system will have the student’s score available for individual trend or learning objective reports, class 

reports, group or school reports, and district level reports. Immediate results for immediate action. 

 

SECTION 5: SCORING AND REPORTING 

Requirement 

5.1 Describe scoring procedures for all item types and test forms administered, including implemented 

quality control measures. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

All Performance Series test questions are dichotomous and are machine scored. There is no human 

interaction.  

 

Scaled Score 

The fundamental scores calculated in Performance Series are the ability estimate/Scaled Score and the 

Standard Error of Measurement (SEM) of the estimate. Both values are on the logit (log odds unit) scale. 

This logit scale is an equal interval scale in which differences at any spectrum of the scale have the same 

meaning. Consequently, difficulty parameters of the items are also placed on the same scale, providing 

useful diagnostics as the Suggested Learning Objectives Report. During Performance Series, responses 

and difficulty parameters for items presented on the test provide sufficient information to estimate the 

student ability along the same logit scale. 

 

GlobalScholar does provide proctor guidelines to ensure the most valid score per administration and 

guides to understand and evaluate the scaled scores within the context of the client. Additionally, 

performance categories or bands may be customized within the system to evaluate the scaled scores 

based in relation to S GlobalScholar's national norm research, research done by the customer or 

predictive validity. Fall to Spring growth scores or gains can be evaluated against data from the national 

norm research (observed mean gains) by grade level, quartile or decile. Please refer to Appendix F: 

Performance Series Technical Report, for complete details on our scoring procedures. 
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5.2 Describe the type of reporting provided (e.g., static and/or dynamic, electronic and/or paper-

based, item-level, strand-level, and/or test-level scoring). Include approximate timelines for score 

reports to be available to divisions, how score reports will be accessed and/or obtained, and samples 

of student, class, school, and division score reports and sample record layouts for electronic data files. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

Performance Series offers a variety of reports available in real-time upon completion of scanning or 

online assessment administration. Reporting is web-based and dynamic. Access to the reports is secure 

via user password protection and only teachers can see their students’ data and administrators can see 

the data for teachers and students in their school; district level users with appropriate access rights can 

see data throughout the district. Reports can be filtered (disaggregated) by demographics, NCLB/ESEA 

guidelines, or user defined groups as well as grade level, course, school, classes, standards, and student. 

And any report that displays a standard code or text can link to supplemental instructional resources 

(for example, Skills Connection Online and/or netTrekker). Report data can be exported to CSV files for 

the district to use in other programs that accept that common file format or to PDF. 

The reporting features and capabilities of Performance Series provide individual student information (in 

a Student Report) as well as school and district-wide progress (in a Summary Report) and gains over 

time. Teachers are able to compare performance scores to local, state and national curriculum 

standards, national student groups and reading resources, Standards Item Pool Score, National 

Percentile Ranking and Lexile Reading Scores, if desired. The reports can be manipulated with a few 

clicks to develop custom learning plans for each student immediately after the first assessment. Scores 

can be filtered by Time Frame, Demographics, and User Defined Groups. Please refer to Appendix G to 

view sample Performance Series reports. 

 

 Quick Access Score Options 

This screen allows a district administrator to access data from the district or grade level, course, or 

group for Summary, Gains, Gains Analysis, Percentile or Performance Bands. 

 



Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 

RFP# DOE-SGA-2012-15 

Student Growth Assessments 

 

 

 

                            

 

49 

1251 E. Dyer Road, Suite 200, Santa Ana, CA 92705, proposalservices@globalscholar.com 

 

 Score Filtering Options 

Reports feature a graphical user interface, color differentiations (such as performance bands) and can 

be viewed and printed in graphical or tabular formats. Please review the report samples for additional 

report features such as item analysis, individual student results, grade, course, teacher, school, point 

biserial, percent attained, mean score, high score, low score, etc. The benchmark portion of the 

assessment program also features a re-score function, test comparison and reports by standards such as 

Virginia SOLs or Common Core. The adaptive assessment portion also features reports by standards such 

as Virginia SOLs or Common Core. 

These pre-defined reports for teachers and administrators with summary statistics are included in the 

program. Users have the ability to customize reports by controlling the time frame of the student results 

to be included in the report. For example, 700 students took the same test between Sept 2011 and Dec 

2011. You can view all of those results or choose to look at just the students who took the test from Sept 
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1st 2011 to Oct 5th 2011 if you want to isolate the student results from the beginning of the school year 

who have had less instructional time period than those results captured in December 2011. 

Grouping / Filtering: Users can also customize their reports by filtering on specific demographic data to 

examine group based performance and identify group-based gaps, such as: 

• Student Grade Level 

• Student Gender 

• Student Age 

• Student Ethnicity 

• Student Citizenship 

• Special Status (ELL/LEP, Migrant, Disability, Title 1, Meal Assistance) 

Criteria: Users can also customize their reports by including or excluding scores or score-ranges from 

their reports. For example, 700 students took the same test. The user can filter out just those students 

who scored below 32% or only include scores between 30% and 60%, etc. This allows the user to isolate 

specific results to further examine student performance within target score ranges. 

Performance Levels: Users can create custom performance bands and apply them to specific reports. 

The system allows you to select two (2) to seven (7) performance bands, name each band (i.e. 

“Proficient”, “Below Basic”, etc.), set the cut scores for each band, and select specific colors and 

patterns each band will use in online reports. This allows the user to customize how they want to 

analysis data. The system also allows the top level location controller to enforce one set of customized 

performance bands for all assessments or all assessments by subject-area, if you want all teachers to use 

a common scale for viewing reports. 

Display: Many reports provide a variety of views related to the data set selected. Table views are also 

available, and the advanced reporting tool includes bar charts, distribution charts, pie charts, box and 

whisker plots, and line graphs, as well as customizable performance bands. 

Item level statistics and item analysis of answer and distractor selection are provided in the item 

information after the first administration of the item in an assessment. 

Report and Screen-shot Examples 

The following are a few screen shots that show the graphical, user-friendly interface of Performance 

Series. The screen below was accessed by clicking the “All Subjects” link in the Summary column at the 

South Middle School level. This shows, by student, their Scaled Score, SEM, and Overall SIP Score for the 

subjects they tested. 

By clicking Allen, Kelly S. on the link from the above screen and then the Mathematics Test Scores link in 

the left column we see below - it shows Kelly S. Allen’s test history, longitudinal trend graph – displaying 

progress from each test administration, and bar graphs by overall and individual unit scores. 
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This screen is a classroom level Class Profile report. Ratings are color coded based on your choices (in 

the box on the left) and on the right the report is displaying student instructional level by skill. 

 

The reporting features and capabilities of adaptive assessment module provide individual student 

information (in a Student Report) as well as school and district-wide progress (in a Summary Report) and 

gains over time. Teachers are able to compare performance scores to state and Common Core 

Standards, national student groups and reading resources, Standards Item Pool Score, National 
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Percentile Ranking and Lexile Reading Scores, if desired. The reports can be manipulated with a few 

clicks to develop custom learning plans for each student immediately after the first assessment. In 

addition, because Performance Series in an online test, results are available so that they may impact 

instruction while the information is still relevant and can be accessed any time from any location with an 

internet connection. Performance Series helps educators show annual yearly progress by measuring 

gains on a consistent scale. Users can create groups, such as Free/Reduced Lunch, Before School/After 

School Programs, etc., to measure gains by specified groups. In addition, within the reports, the user is 

able to select students according to specified demographics, such as ethnicity, gender, etc. 

All staff members (teachers, school administrators and school level staff, district administrators and 

district level staff) can access reports by logging into the program. Access to data is controlled by the 

user’s role. Teachers can only view data for students in their classes. School staff can only view data for 

their school (school averages, classroom performance for classes in their school, and student data for 

any students in their school). District staff can only view data for their district (schools, classes, and 

students in their district). Following is a sample list of reports and a description of the types of 

educational questions each report addresses: 

• Suggested Learning Objectives: What are the next skills / objectives I should target for this 

student?  (individual skill list by strand based on ability) 

• Student Profile: Where are this student’s weaknesses that I need to strengthen?  (ability by 

strand) 

• Student Profile: Is this student making progress with the current material and instruction?  

(longitudinal trend graph) 

• Class Profile: Is my class ready for this material? (ability level in relation to skills / objectives) 

• Class Profile: How can I group my students for differentiated instruction? (ability level in relation 

to skills / objectives) 

• Gains Report: Are my after-school programs providing as much assistance as the ‘pull-out’ 

program this year?  (Gains by custom group) 

• Performance Bands: Of all students taking the test, which ones need the most help?  What is 

the probability that a student will score within that band on the linked State test? 

Below, are report examples that are very beneficial to both the parent and to the teacher. The first 

report is a summary report of all students that shows what their growth target should be as well as 

some suggested skills to help focus student learning. While this example shows standards and 

projections for Illinois, it would be configured in the system setup to display Virginia and Common Core 

standards for the VDOE.  
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The following report, below, shows similar data as the previous report example, but would be 

appropriate to share with a parent or student. 

Gains Analysis Report – Compares student growth to decile targets (average growth per decile group). 

Above category displays number of students meeting targets. Far Above category displays number of 

students that show growth more than one standard deviation above their decile target. This Far Above 

categorization can be used as a Strong Growth target. 
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One version of an aggregate view follows – by grade level. This data can also be displayed by Clark-

defined grouping, perhaps one group could be called ‘At Risk’.  

 

Student view displays growth and target (average for decile group) and evaluation of growth. Above 

average can be considered as a ‘Strong’ growth target. 
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Performance Level Report 

Aggregate report displaying student performance levels, as defined by each district, by staff member. 
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Suggested Learning Objectives 

This report provides instructional next steps for each student on or off grade level, to drive remediation 

or empower enrichment. 

 

The Performance Series Suggested Learning Objectives (SLOs) for each Curriculum Alignment are shown 

in the report information in Appendix C and in the screen shot above. Given a student's Scaled Score, 

teachers can identify the collection of skills that fall within the corresponding Scaled Score range.  

 

5.3 Describe all data tools available to school division staff for the analysis of data and the creation of 

customized reports. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Reports are available immediately after test administration at  the district, school, class, group, and 

individual levels for different analyses. Data comparison points can be used to understand student 

scores. Reports provide context against past performance (growth trend graph),  students within the 

district (district average), and also against the national norm (NPR) to understand relative performance 

against peers. Unit data displays performance differences to guide instruction or further analysis. The 

Suggested Learning Objectives Report provides customized view of the next objectives or skills for 

student instruction, up to grade level or enrichment skills can be provided for 1 or all units and subjects 

assessed. For Reading specifically, the Lexile Measure (purchase optional) is available to match student 

reading level to materials.  
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Functionally, Performance Series provides optional views in district reports, bar charts and distribution 

graphs, for a more visual display of aggregate data. Customization of each test’s performance bands to 

match pre-determined criteria, custom research, or GlobalScholar’s norm groupings for display on both 

individual and aggregate reports is available at both the school and district levels. Gains Analysis Report 

targets are configurable for grade level, quartile per grade, or decile per grade, to address the needed 

level of granularity. Unit level scoring is configurable to allow student scores to be displayed as 

individual unit estimates or as item pool alignment comparisons. For parents or student goal setting, a 

variety of Profile Templates are selectable for individual reporting, with varying layouts and score listings 

including an option in Spanish.  

 

Assessment Description - Reading 

Offeror Name: GlobalScholar, Inc.  

Proposed Assessment Name: Performance Series 

Content Area(s) and Grade Level(s) Assessed:  Reading (Grades K-12)  

 
SECTION 1: OVERVIEW OF TESTS 

Requirement 

1.1 Describe the specific grade(s) and subject area(s) covered by each assessment and provide an 

overview of the content and skills measured. Include the types of test items used, the mode(s) of 

delivery, the availability of equivalent forms, including short forms or screeners (if available) and a 

test blueprint for each test being proposed.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

The Performance Series Assessments cover Grades K-12 in Mathematics, Grades K-12 in Reading, Grades 

2-8 in Language Arts, Grades 2-8 in Life Science and Inquiry, and Grades 2-9 in Math en español.  

 

The  Performance Series assessment is a computer-adaptive test that is delivered online. The test 

includes dichotomously scored items (all multiple choice). The test uses a 1-parameter Rasch model and 

offers an express test (short form) of the assessment as an option for states and districts/LEAs. The 

assessment has been utilized as a universal screener in multiples states and districts/LEAs. The test 

contains item pools that are aligned to the CCSS and VA Standards of Learning through an intermediary 

database of skills. Items are developed specifically for skills and aligned to standards.  

 

In creating the Performance Series item pools, GlobalScholar has targeted the need for accurate 

measurement of state and national standards. To achieve that end, GlobalScholar developed an 

extensive list of skills that correspond to those critical learning objectives most commonly taught 

throughout the country. This list was created through GlobalScholar’s extensive research of state and 

national standards. By analyzing the commonality and correlation of learning objectives present in these 

documents, essential learning objectives and content at each grade level were identified. Consequently, 

the assessment of learning objectives tested by Performance Series has a high degree of correlation to 

state and national standards. The majority of reading and mathematics learning objectives assessed by 
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Performance Series are commonly found in state and national standards. Similar processes were used to 

construct the language arts and life science collection of learning objectives. 

Strong correlation alone, however, was not a sufficient condition for a skill area to be included in the 

final content of the item bank. Utilizing a large team of teachers and educational consultants, 

GlobalScholar carefully investigated each skill area using the following criteria: 

• Is the skill a critical skill? 

• Is the skill grade-level appropriate? 

• Would the skill be more appropriate in another grade level? 

• How would the skill rank in difficulty compared to other grade-level appropriate learning 

objectives? 

After extensive investigation and review, the final content array was assembled and distributed to the 

Item Development Team. 

 

Developing the item bank for Performance Series was an intensive and comprehensive effort by a large 

team of item developers. To ensure the highest level of quality and security possible, all items were 

developed by GlobalScholar Content Specialists. No third party item banks were used in the 

development of Performance Series. GlobalScholar continues to update the skill list based on the 

adoption of new standards across the states including the Common Core State Standards. 
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1.2 Provide evidence of alignment of test items to the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) for existing 

assessments. For assessments developed in response to the RFP, provide a plan for assuring the 

alignment of test items to the SOL. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Virginia Reading Curriculum Alignment  

The Virginia Standards of Learning 2010 (English) were used to develop the reading curriculum 

alignment guide for Virginia. Grades two through twelve were used in the matching process. Skills were 

matched to Standard 3: Vocabulary, Standard 4: Fiction, and Standard 5: Nonfiction. The referencing of 

the standards in the curriculum alignment guide follows closely with the numbering of the document. In 

a reference of 2.3.a—2 indicates the grade level, 3 indicates the standard, and .a indicates the 

benchmark. The SIP scores for the Virginia Reading Curriculum Alignment Guide were determined using 

the national item pool. 

 

The alignment process is very rigorous. The initial alignments are made by a content area specialist. The 

alignments are then reviewed by at least one other content area specialist. Please refer to Appendix B to 

view VA Standards of Learning Reports. 

 

SECTION 2: TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Requirement 

2.1 Provide evidence of content, construct, concurrent, and predictive validity as appropriate. Include 

validity evidence that supports the use of scores from the proposed assessment in teacher evaluation, 

addressing specifically the validity of using assessment results to support inferences about 

effectiveness of teacher in producing growth in student performance (if available). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Content validity refers to the degree to which a test measures an indicated content area. Presently, the 

content areas within Performance Series are Mathematics, Reading, Language Arts, and Science. In an 

attempt to illustrate the content validity of Performance Series with regard to these content areas, 

GlobalScholar examined the concepts of item validity and sampling validity, both of which are necessary 

components of content validity. Item validity focuses on the degree to which test items are relevant in 

measuring the desired content area. Sampling validity focuses on how well items selected for the test 

sample or span the content area. 

 

GlobalScholar content team members developed all items that appear within Performance Series. Each 

item that exists within the item bank was written to measure a skill from Performance Series skill list at 

the appropriate grade level. In order to ensure the uniformity of the construction of items within 

Performance Series item bank, GlobalScholar developed a process for training content team members 

on item development. This training consisted of a hands on program designed to enable content team 

members to transfer their content area knowledge and classroom teaching experience into successful 

item development. In addition to their training, all content team members received the GlobalScholar 

Item Development Training Manual as a reference tool. As prospective items are developed, they are 

subjected to an external evaluation by a panel of content area experts.  
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New items are reviewed for: 

 

• Item alignment with the indicated skill at the appropriate grade level 

• Item content and quality (accuracy of content, overall clarity, one unambiguous answer) 

• Item bias (to ensure that the item did not demonstrate gender, racial/ethnic, and/or 

socioeconomic bias) 

• Gender count for passive/active voice. 

 

Reading passages are reviewed to ensure that male/female main characters are written in an equal 

number of instances with regard to passive/active voice. The items are then returned to the 

GlobalScholar content team to make changes based on the recommendation of the external evaluation 

panel. This process is repeated to ensure that corrections were made as the evaluation panel intended, 

and that no new errors or problems with the items were introduced during the rewrite/editing process. 

Items failing this external review are eliminated from further consideration for entry into the 

Performance Series item bank. Items passing this external review process are deemed to be relevant to 

the task of measuring their respective content areas. 

 

Two types of criterion-related validity are concurrent and predictive validity. Concurrent validity 

indicates the degree to which performance on two separate assessments is correlated. Predictive 

validity determines the relationship between performance on the GlobalScholar assessment and state 

tests or other high-stakes measure. The resulting information is then used to predict performance on 

the other measure of interest. GlobalScholar has been engaged in validity research since the initial 

release of Performance Series. GlobalScholar's Chief Psychometrician, Dr. Richard Brown, is a recognized 

expert in measurement and research methodology. Dr. Brown is a senior advisor providing oversight to 

GlobalScholar's psychometric and research services. 

 

Performance Series is a criterion-referenced, web-based computer-adaptive test available in both 

English and Spanish that allows educators to quickly pinpoint the estimated ability level of students 

across a range of subjects corresponding to state and Common Core State Standards. Performance 

Series dynamically adjusts to each student’s instructional level for personalized testing. It provides a 

clear understanding of students’ performance across a range of subjects without being limited to a 

particular grade level, making it easy to develop individualized learning plans, place students more 

accurately, diagnose instructional needs and measure student gains across reporting periods. The 

adaptive assessment provides a valid and reliable scaled score that can be used to measure academic 

growth and evaluate student abilities at, or above and below grade level. Performance Series may be 

used for screening, diagnostic assessments and progress monitoring - as well as for measuring student 

growth, which can be used for determining educator effectiveness.  

 

Results from the Performance Series assessments can be incorporated into a LEA’s evaluation system 

that uses multiple data points to measure a teacher’s contribution to a student’s academic growth. 

Because Performance Series assessments are vertically scaled, growth can be determined as multiple 

test administrations yield scores on a common scale. These student level growth scores can then be 

used as outcome variables in a value-added multi-level regression model to estimate the effect each 

teacher has on the improvement of his or her students.  
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The GlobalScholar Research team has created a Proof of Concept paper showing a potential approach of 

how Performance Series can be used in context of value-added modeling (VAM). Students’ Performance 

Series test score data, spanning several test administrations, was extracted from the Performance Series 

database and used to estimate school- or teacher- level effects on student performance outcomes. The 

VAM results from these analyses could be used to inform instruction and drive school/teacher 

improvement efforts. It is cautioned that the results from VAM are only one indicator of a school or 

teacher’s relative contribution to student learning. Hence, results should not be used as the sole basis 

for decision-making regarding schools or teachers. Rather, VAM results should be treated as one of 

several components used to support the decision-making process concerning school/teacher 

accountability or effectiveness. GlobalScholar also has a preferred alliance with The Learning Growth 

Network, led by recognized expert, Dr. John Schacter, to provide growth model services using 

Performance Series score data. 

New York State Education Department (NYSED) endorses Performance Series to measure growth as part 

of their Approved Student Assessments for use by School Districts and BOCES as a growth measure in 

Teacher and Principal Evaluation. The Alabama State Department of Education is using Performance 

Series to provide student growth data over the course of an academic year. Additionally, the Ohio 

Department of Education placed Performance Series on the state’s List of Approved Assessments to 

support student growth measures to compliment the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA).  

Please see Appendix C for examples of Research Studies conducted by GlobalScholar. 

 

2.2 Provide evidence of reliability, both for the total test and for any subtests for which scores are 

reported. Include estimates of error in measurement. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

According to the Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing, reliability refers to “the degree 

that true scores are free from errors of measurement.” That is, measurements are consistent when 

repeated on a population of examinees. In classical test theory, reliability is defined as the ratio of true 

score variance to the observed score variance. Reliability is usually expressed as a single number (e.g., 

Cronbach’s alpha). Depending on the audience, the standard error of measurement is 

sometimes used.  

 

A more meaningful index for both classical and Item Response Theory (IRT) based assessment tools is 

the standard error of measurement. This measure of precision specifies a confidence interval within 

which an examinee’s measure will fall with repeated assessments. In Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT), 

where examinees are exposed to different sub-sets of items, the only meaningful way to express an 

instrument’s reliability/precision is through the error associated with an examinees’ ability estimate, 

that is, the standard error of measurement. This index or SEM is presented on most Performance Series 

reports numerically, adjacent to the scaled score, but some reports also present a visual representation 

to aid understanding. 
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Standard Error of Measurement 

GlobalScholar’s goal (in fact, one of the test stopping criteria) is a standard error of measurement of less 

than 0.30 logits for each examinee. This is roughly equivalent to a conventional reliability coefficient of 

0.91. Although this is one of the stopping criteria for the test, the standard error of measurement will 

vary for each examinee. The majority of the tests finish with a standard error of measurement less than 

0.30. 

 

2.3 Provide evidence that the assessment is appropriate for use with student subgroups, including 

English language learners and student with disabilities. Include documentation that the assessment 

does not exhibit bias toward any major subgroups (e.g., through an analysis of differential item 

functioning). In addition, provide a sensitivity review to demonstrate the assessment tasks and items 

are designed to be accessible and fair for all students. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series items are reviewed for bias both during the writing process and after use in 

assessments. 

a. A special team of educational experts, from a sample of national educational communities 

representing diverse cultural backgrounds, reviews and analyzes all item content. Bias editors 

analyze how many stories/questions contain male or female main characters, and whether 

these characters use an active or passive voice. In addition, bias editors analyze which 

stories/questions contain ethnic or cultural diversity. When there is a significant disparity 

between genders, a lack of cultural diversity, or a misrepresentation of any kind, the Item 

Development Team makes adjustments accordingly. These changes range from minor revisions 

to complete removal from the item bank. 

 

b. Differential Item Functioning (DIF) recently run to analyze item performance against different 

subgroups. The DIF analysis was performed on Performance Series test results for all four 

subjects in the Spring of 2009.  

 

Please see Appendix D  to view DIF Analysis Reports and Item/Passage Bias Guidelines. 

 

2.4 Provide evidence that the assessment includes items of varying difficulty to ensure accurate 

measurement of student achievement across the ability continuum, including the tails of the score 

distribution. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

To build the examinee’s confidence in the test, the first random items are adjusted to be lower in 

difficulty. Subsequent items are then matched with the students estimated ability. So, a class of sixth 

graders will begin the test with a few random items that rank somewhere near a fifth grade level and 

gradually increase to their true ability level. 

 

The following illustrates the Difficulty Distribution Coverage for Performance Series: 
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2-12 Reading 

 
 

K-2 Reading 
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SECTION 3: USE OF ASSESSMENT AS A MEASURE GROWTH 

Requirement 

3.1 Provide evidence that the scores resulting from the assessment have been used as measures of 

growth by other local or state education agencies. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

New York State Education Department (NYSED) endorses Performance Series to measure growth as part 

of their Approved Student Assessments for use by School Districts and BOCES as a growth measure in 

Teacher and Principal Evaluation. The Alabama State Department of Education is using Performance 

Series to provide student growth data over the course of an academic year. Additionally, the Ohio 

Department of Education placed Performance Series on the state’s List of Approved Assessments to 

support student growth measures to compliment the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA).  

 

3.2 Describe the methodology used to measure growth. For example, does the assessment employ a 

vertical scale, use a computer-adaptive model to measure growth over time, or employ some other 

methodology. Does the methodology allow for the longitudinal measure of growth across academic 

years?  What about the measurement of required growth on the proposed assessment to reach 

proficient on the statewide assessments (the Standards of Learning tests) in a specified amount of 

time? Include standard setting studies or other analyses conducted to establish measures of growth.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

Performance Series can be used to measure growth over time using the (vertical) scaled score provided 

in all reports. After both qualitative and quantitative evaluation, test items are placed on a vertical 

difficulty scale to provide insight to a student‘s ability level within a subject. This scale is used across 

grades and enables educators to view growth over time. The growth or gain is calculated as the 

difference between Scaled Scores at two separate administrations (whether at the aggregate Mean 

Scaled Score level or individual student level). For each gain reported, a standard error for the gain is 

also calculated and displayed. GlobalScholar indicates those gains that are not significantly different 

from zero at the 67% confidence level (plus or minus one standard error of the gain). This vertical scale 

and gains reporting ability combined with the previous national norm research study enables educators 

to evaluate student growth against observed mean growth for the student‘s grade, quartile or decile. 

Please see Chapter 5 Norming Procedure of the Performance Series Technical Report provided in 

Appendix F for additional information. 

 

3.3 Describe the methodologies used to control item exposure so that the accuracy of students’ scores 

is not impacted by multiple exposures to the same items. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

The process of continuous maintenance of the item pools involves ongoing monitoring of item exposure 

rates, item performance, and item pool enhancement via field test embedding processes. In the rare 

event items become overexposed, the items are either retired or placed in a holding mode until a later 

date at which time they may be re-introduced to the active item pool. 
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As more and more students test on the Performance Series, the items within the pools reach 

overexposure levels. Overexposure can lead to a variety of problems and may ultimately compromise 

the validity of the test. GlobalScholar has developed an online calibration process known as the Item 

Embedding Process to help replenish the pools with new, high quality performing items. Using the 

Embedding Process, GlobalScholar introduces an average of 1,000 items for all subject areas every year. 

Our Item Embedding process is described in detail in Chapter 3 of the Performance Series Technical 

Report included in Appendix F. 

 

3.4 Describe the procedures used to validate the measures of growth.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Student growth can be evaluated in different ways through the reports provided. The statistical 

evaluation is provided in the Gains Report through a comparison to the Standard Error of the Difference. 

Gain scores inside this standard error are marked with an asterisk, to note that the two scores are not 

statistically different. Gain scores without an asterisk can be considered valid, statistically different 

scores. Additionally, comparisons against the GlobalScholar norm group (observed mean gains) can be 

made through the Gains Analysis Report. A district can select the type of data breakdown for this report 

to provide an average gain target in line with each grade level, quartiles per grade, or deciles per grade. 

 

Creation and Composition of Norm Groups  

In response to customer requests for a means to compare their students’ results on Performance Series 

with those results of other students across the country, GlobalScholar developed norms for fall, winter, 

and spring administrations of Performance Series. The created norms are “user” norms, where the norm 

groups for fall, winter and spring were samples from the database of all examinee results during Fall 

2005 through Spring 2006. An updated study is currently underway, using national data from the 2011-

2012 school year, and will be available in 2013. 

 

Within the areas of Mathematics and Reading, norm groups were created for students in grades 2 

through 10. For the areas of Language Arts and Science, the norm groups were created for students in 

grades 2 through 8. Fall and Spring groups were created dependently with all examinees being members 

of both groups. The Winter group was created independently; however, the possibility exists that some 

examinees may also be members of Fall and/or Spring groups. 

 

Criteria used for creation of these initial norm groups were gender, ethnicity, and geographic region. In 

the case of ethnicity and gender, target proportions were set to match national population levels. 

Ethnicity, gender, and geographic region were selected to provide the largest possible group from which 

to sample in order to create each group. At this time, norms exist within the areas of Mathematics, Life 

Science, Reading and Language Arts. Please see Chapter 5 Norming Procedure of the Performance 

Series Technical Report provided in Appendix F for additional information. 
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SECTION 4: TEST ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES 

Requirement 

4.1 Describe the administration procedures necessary to produce growth scores. For example, is the 

assessment designed to be administered multiple times during the year or administered once in the 

fall and once in the spring?    

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series can be administered at any time during the school year, based on individual school 

needs. However, if comparisons to our national norm research study are required then the tests can be 

administered 2 or 3 times in a year: Fall, Winter and Spring. 

 

4.2 Describe any processes used for pre-identifying and/or registering students for testing. Include 

what data, including the State Testing Identifier, are collected for each student, how data are 

collected or transmitted, and how data are maintained and securely managed.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Data Collection / Transmission 

There are multiple student data import options for Performance Series. These include manual input, CSV 

file import, data integration services (DIS), API and SIF. GlobalScholar will work with VDOE and LEAs to 

determine the best option related to schedule needs and technology. 

 

Maintaining Online Testing Security 

Location Controllers can control online testing by limiting the allowed login days/times and the allowed 

network addresses from which any test can be taken at the site. Allowed login days/times/networks can 

also be edited for each test session. A school location password can also be required. Some schools 

change their school location password daily, for example, to increase testing security. Additionally, 

Location Controllers or teachers with editing rights can also assign students a student password that is 

required for them to log on to take an online test.  

 

When a test is scheduled, the Manager of the test can edit the Allowed Student option to limit which 

students are able to take the test, by assigning students by grade level or class, or by assigning individual 

students.  

 

Data Transmission 

All electronic traffic between score data and the user is encrypted in industry standard 128-bit secure 

sockets layer security technology. In addition, staff members are required to have 6 character passwords 

that allow limit access based on how the school sets up the users. There are 5-7 staff positions that can 

be setup by the customer to further restrict the staff's ability to see confidential information while still 

allowing them to complete their tasks within Achievement Series. Teachers are generally restricted to 

seeing only their own students' scores. 
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All of the student and score information are housed in a security computer facility that has the following 

attributes:  

• Regular Backups  

• Tier 4 facility  

• Unmarked building  

• Guards  

• Redundant power  

• Environment controls  

• Biometric security with card keys access  

• Special security access tubes  

• Security cameras every 5-12 feet  

• Internal security audits  

• Multiple firewall layers and brands  
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4.3 Describe all materials needed for test administration and how school divisions will order and 

obtain sufficient quantities. Include details of test booklets and answer documents for paper/pencil 

testing (if applicable), test administration manuals, etc. If applicable, identify any test administration 

materials school divisions would be responsible for supplying locally (manipulatives, copies of test 

materials, etc.). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series is completely online and web-based. Students will need a computer with access to 

the internet. Please refer to Appendix E: Performance Series System Requirements to view system 

requirements for Win / Mac operating systems, browser configurations, and bandwidth needs. If the 

district or school chooses, the students can have loose paper and pencil available to them during the 

test. However, that is not required to successfully complete any Performance Series test. 

 

4.4 Provide examples of the test administration manuals to be used with the assessment(s). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

Please refer to Appendix A for the Proctor Administration Guide, Appendix F for the Performance Series 

Technical Report, Appendix E for System Requirements documentation and Appendix G for Performance 

Series Sample Reports. 

 

4.5 Describe all technology requirements related to school personnel managing the administration of 

tests and to students completing tests if assessments include technology-based delivery. Include the 

minimum and recommended hardware and software requirements and network requirements for test 

administration by school personnel and test delivery to students. Include how assessments are hosted 

(e.g., locally, vendor, 3rd party). Provide examples of user interfaces for test administration by school 

personnel and test delivery to students. Include descriptions or examples of test navigation and any 

test tools (e.g., calculator, ruler, highlighter) available to students for testing. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

GlobalScholar’s proposed assessment platform is a Software as a Service (SaaS) solution that is internet-

based and hosted on GlobalScholar’s secure servers. Each client receives a unique site identification and 

access to the data and information on that unique site is password protected by the client user. The 

GlobalScholar assessment software is accessible through the district’s Internet full T-1 line Internet 

connection. The system is available 24x7x365, except for monthly routine maintenance or scheduled 

product enhancements. GlobalScholar schedules its maintenance times on weekends to minimize user 

interruption of service. GlobalScholar uses best business practices to maintain or exceed 99.5% platform 

uptime and product availability (this excludes standard software maintenance and update windows.) 

Access to the system is available anywhere via the Internet and the LEAs can also restrict access from 

only certain IP addresses and certain times determined by the district. Schools can configure on-site 

security settings to limit access to only certain computers, regardless of access codes. This allows 

schools to carefully monitor access to student records by requiring authorized persons to come to 

specific machines to do so. Additionally, schools can restrict the times of the day that data records are 

available for access similar to a bank time-locked vault. It is very common to set up access for only 
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school days during school hours. 

GlobalScholar's assessment site minimizes the risk of students viewing inappropriate online materials by 

expanding the screen to prevent the start button or other menu choices. It is, however, recommended 

that proper proctoring of the assessment be enforced to ensure a fair testing environment. Schools can 

configure on-site security settings to limit access to only certain computers, regardless of access codes. 

This allows schools to carefully monitor access to student records by requiring authorized persons to 

come to specific machines to do so. Additionally, schools can restrict the times of the day that data 

records are available for access, similar to a bank time-locked vault. It is very common to set up access 

for only school days during school hours. GlobalScholar stress tests all servers and makes adequate 

arrangements for the desired number of concurrent users. GlobalScholar Assessment has a graphical 

user interface that is simple and intuitive. Access is by user name and secure password. There are six 

District Level positions and eight School Level positions. The following are the user types available at the 

district and school levels. At the Network Level, GlobalScholar will work with the LEAs to understand the 

nuances between the roles to determine how they may fit into current positions. 

District Level 

District Level View 

 

School Level 

School Level View 
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Client users of the GlobalScholar assessment software only have access to data at their level or below. 

For example, a teacher can only access his or her students’ data and a principal can access the data of 

students only in his or her school. Please refer to Appendix E: Performance Series Technical 

Requirements to view technical requirement minimums for use of the GlobalScholar assessment 

software. 

 

4.6 Describe accommodations available to students with disabilities and limited English proficient 

students. Include procedures related to the provision of accommodations to eligible students.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

Because every child—whether gifted or challenged—learns at a different pace and has different 

instructional needs, assessments that truly have value must provide teachers with important 

information about individual needs. Through the adaptive nature of Performance Series, teachers are 

able to quickly pinpoint student achievement levels across a range of subjects that correspond with 

state and Common Core standards. Unlike traditional standardized assessments that focus on the 

standards one grade level at a time and return results at a later date, Performance Series provides 

students with tests custom tailored to their ability level in reading, math, language arts and life science 

and inquiry. 

Software features are built in to address different populations such as: 

1. Extended time for assessment: Performance Series is not timed and allows for student 

administration breaks within a two week window. If a student can only test for 15 minute 

blocks, simply have that student stop the test and it will resume where he/she left off for the 

next block. 

2. Testing accommodations for start point: Performance Series enables educators to determine a 

different starting point from the grade level, either higher or lower, when needed. 

3. Adaptive testing: Performance Series automatically adjusts to student performance, to ensure 

the most efficient testing experience and maximize time for learning. 

4. Many test questions present visual clues to provide additional context. 

5. Test retake: Performance Series tests can be spoiled and re-taken to ensure that any student 

with testing issues or an especially bad‘ day will not be penalized for that poor test score. 

6. Navigation language support: students have the option to select Spanish for their test 

navigation, so that their concentration is focused on content, not understanding the software 

navigation. 

7. Math (en espanol): Performance Series provides a transadaptation of the standard Math test in 

Spanish, to provide better insight to mathematical abilities of students more comfortable with 

Spanish. This test version has separate proctor and student instructions and parent reporting for 

effective testing communications. 
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8. Flexible reports: Aggregate reports can be filtered by many different demographics for analysis 

based on district needs. Or, custom groups can be created to evaluate specific students or 

programs based on state or local accountability requirements. 

 

4.7 Describe procedures for completed student tests to be submitted for scoring and reporting 

purposes. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series is completely online and web-based. Educators do not need to do anything for 

student tests to be scored. Due to the adaptive nature of the assessment, student responses are sent to 

our system every time the student clicks the arrow to move forward. The subsequent question is 

dependent on this level of communication. When the student completes the test, a ‘Congratulations’ 

screen will display. The scaled score can also be displayed on this screen, if configured. At this time, the 

system will have the student’s score available for individual trend or learning objective reports, class 

reports, group or school reports, and district level reports. Immediate results for immediate action. 

 

SECTION 5: SCORING AND REPORTING 

Requirement 

5.1 Describe scoring procedures for all item types and test forms administered, including implemented 

quality control measures. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

All Performance Series test questions are dichotomous and are machine scored. There is no human 

interaction.  

 

Scaled Score 

The fundamental scores calculated in Performance Series are the ability estimate/Scaled Score and the 

Standard Error of Measurement (SEM) of the estimate. Both values are on the logit (log odds unit) scale. 

This logit scale is an equal interval scale in which differences at any spectrum of the scale have the same 

meaning. Consequently, difficulty parameters of the items are also placed on the same scale, providing 

useful diagnostics as the Suggested Learning Objectives Report. During Performance Series, responses 

and difficulty parameters for items presented on the test provide sufficient information to estimate the 

student ability along the same logit scale. 

 

GlobalScholar does provide proctor guidelines to ensure the most valid score per administration and 

guides to understand and evaluate the scaled scores within the context of the client. Additionally, 

performance categories or bands may be customized within the system to evaluate the scaled scores 

based in relation to S GlobalScholar's national norm research, research done by the customer or 

predictive validity. Fall to Spring growth scores or gains can be evaluated against data from the national 

norm research (observed mean gains) by grade level, quartile or decile. 

 

Please refer to Appendix F: Performance Series Technical Report, for complete details on our scoring 

procedures. 
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5.2 Describe the type of reporting provided (e.g., static and/or dynamic, electronic and/or paper-

based, item-level, strand-level, and/or test-level scoring). Include approximate timelines for score 

reports to be available to divisions, how score reports will be accessed and/or obtained, and samples 

of student, class, school, and division score reports and sample record layouts for electronic data files. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

Performance Series offers a variety of reports available in real-time upon completion of scanning or 

online assessment administration. Reporting is web-based and dynamic. Access to the reports is secure 

via user password protection and only teachers can see their students’ data and administrators can see 

the data for teachers and students in their school; district level users with appropriate access rights can 

see data throughout the district. Reports can be filtered (disaggregated) by demographics, NCLB/ESEA 

guidelines, or user defined groups as well as grade level, course, school, classes, standards, and student. 

And any report that displays a standard code or text can link to supplemental instructional resources 

(for example, Skills Connection Online and/or netTrekker). Report data can be exported to CSV files for 

the district to use in other programs that accept that common file format or to PDF. 

The reporting features and capabilities of Performance Series provide individual student information (in 

a Student Report) as well as school and district-wide progress (in a Summary Report) and gains over 

time. Teachers are able to compare performance scores to local, state and national curriculum 

standards, national student groups and reading resources, Standards Item Pool Score, National 

Percentile Ranking and Lexile Reading Scores, if desired. The reports can be manipulated with a few 

clicks to develop custom learning plans for each student immediately after the first assessment. Scores 

can be filtered by Time Frame, Demographics, and User Defined Groups. 

 

Please refer to Appendix G to view sample Performance Series reports. 

 

 Quick Access Score Options 

This screen allows a district administrator to access data from the district or grade level, course, or 

group for Summary, Gains, Gains Analysis, Percentile or Performance Bands. 
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 Score Filtering Options 

Reports feature a graphical user interface, color differentiations (such as performance bands) and can 

be viewed and printed in graphical or tabular formats. Please review the report samples for additional 

report features such as item analysis, individual student results, grade, course, teacher, school, point 

biserial, percent attained, mean score, high score, low score, etc. The benchmark portion of the 

assessment program also features a re-score function, test comparison and reports by standards such as 

Virginia SOLs or Common Core. The adaptive assessment portion also features reports by standards such 

as Virginia SOLs or Common Core. 

These pre-defined reports for teachers and administrators with summary statistics are included in the 

program. Users have the ability to customize reports by controlling the time frame of the student results 

to be included in the report. For example, 700 students took the same test between Sept 2011 and Dec 
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2011. You can view all of those results or choose to look at just the students who took the test from Sept 

1st 2011 to Oct 5th 2011 if you want to isolate the student results from the beginning of the school year 

who have had less instructional time period than those results captured in December 2011. 

Grouping / Filtering: Users can also customize their reports by filtering on specific demographic data to 

examine group based performance and identify group-based gaps, such as: 

• Student Grade Level 

• Student Gender 

• Student Age 

• Student Ethnicity 

• Student Citizenship 

• Special Status (ELL/LEP, Migrant, Disability, Title 1, Meal Assistance) 

Criteria: Users can also customize their reports by including or excluding scores or score-ranges from 

their reports. For example, 700 students took the same test. The user can filter out just those students 

who scored below 32% or only include scores between 30% and 60%, etc. This allows the user to isolate 

specific results to further examine student performance within target score ranges. 

Performance Levels: Users can create custom performance bands and apply them to specific reports. 

The system allows you to select two (2) to seven (7) performance bands, name each band (i.e. 

“Proficient”, “Below Basic”, etc.), set the cut scores for each band, and select specific colors and 

patterns each band will use in online reports. This allows the user to customize how they want to 

analysis data. The system also allows the top level location controller to enforce one set of customized 

performance bands for all assessments or all assessments by subject-area, if you want all teachers to use 

a common scale for viewing reports. 

Display: Many reports provide a variety of views related to the data set selected. Table views are also 

available, and the advanced reporting tool includes bar charts, distribution charts, pie charts, box and 

whisker plots, and line graphs, as well as customizable performance bands. 

Item level statistics and item analysis of answer and distractor selection are provided in the item 

information after the first administration of the item in an assessment. 

Report and Screen-shot Examples 

The following are a few screen shots that show the graphical, user-friendly interface of Performance 

Series.  

The screen below was accessed by clicking the “All Subjects” link in the Summary column at the South 

Middle School level. This shows, by student, their Scaled Score, SEM, and Overall SIP Score for the 

subjects they tested. 
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By clicking Allen, Kelly S. on the link from the above screen and then the Mathematics Test Scores link in 

the left column we see below - it shows Kelly S. Allen’s test history, longitudinal trend graph – displaying 

progress from each test administration, and bar graphs by overall and individual unit scores. 

 

 

This screen is a classroom level Class Profile report. Ratings are color coded based on your choices (in 

the box on the left) and on the right the report is displaying student instructional level by skill. 
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The reporting features and capabilities of adaptive assessment module provide individual student 

information (in a Student Report) as well as school and district-wide progress (in a Summary Report) and 

gains over time. Teachers are able to compare performance scores to state and Common Core 

Standards, national student groups and reading resources, Standards Item Pool Score, National 

Percentile Ranking and Lexile Reading Scores, if desired. The reports can be manipulated with a few 

clicks to develop custom learning plans for each student immediately after the first assessment. In 

addition, because Performance Series in an online test, results are available so that they may impact 

instruction while the information is still relevant and can be accessed any time from any location with an 

internet connection. Performance Series helps educators show annual yearly progress by measuring 

gains on a consistent scale. Users can create groups, such as Free/Reduced Lunch, Before School/After 

School Programs, etc., to measure gains by specified groups. In addition, within the reports, the user is 

able to select students according to specified demographics, such as ethnicity, gender, etc. 

All staff members (teachers, school administrators and school level staff, district administrators and 

district level staff) can access reports by logging into the program. Access to data is controlled by the 

user’s role. Teachers can only view data for students in their classes. School staff can only view data for 

their school (school averages, classroom performance for classes in their school, and student data for 

any students in their school). District staff can only view data for their district (schools, classes, and 

students in their district). Following is a sample list of reports and a description of the types of 

educational questions each report addresses: 

• Suggested Learning Objectives: What are the next skills / objectives I should target for this 

student?  (individual skill list by strand based on ability) 

• Student Profile: Where are this student’s weaknesses that I need to strengthen?  (ability by 

strand) 

• Student Profile: Is this student making progress with the current material and instruction?  

(longitudinal trend graph) 

• Class Profile: Is my class ready for this material? (ability level in relation to skills / objectives) 

• Class Profile: How can I group my students for differentiated instruction? (ability level in relation 

to skills / objectives) 

• Gains Report: Are my after-school programs providing as much assistance as the ‘pull-out’ 

program this year?  (Gains by custom group) 

• Performance Bands: Of all students taking the test, which ones need the most help?  What is 

the probability that a student will score within that band on the linked State test? 

Below, are report examples that are very beneficial to both the parent and to the teacher. The first 

report is a summary report of all students that shows what their growth target should be as well as 

some suggested skills to help focus student learning. While this example shows standards and 

projections for Illinois, it would be configured in the system setup to display Virginia and Common Core 

standards for the VDOE.  
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The following report, below, shows similar data as the previous report example, but would be 

appropriate to share with a parent or student. 

Gains Analysis Report – Compares student growth to decile targets (average growth per decile group). 

Above category displays number of students meeting targets. Far Above category displays number of 

students that show growth more than one standard deviation above their decile target. This Far Above 

categorization can be used as a Strong Growth target. 
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One version of an aggregate view follows – by grade level. This data can also be displayed by Clark-

defined grouping, perhaps one group could be called ‘At Risk’.  

 

Student view displays growth and target (average for decile group) and evaluation of growth. Above 

average can be considered as a ‘Strong’ growth target. 
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Performance Level Report 

Aggregate report displaying student performance levels, as defined by each district, by staff member. 
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Suggested Learning Objectives 

This report provides instructional next steps for each student on or off grade level, to drive remediation 

or empower enrichment. 

 

The Performance Series Suggested Learning Objectives (SLOs) for each Curriculum Alignment are shown 

in the report information in the Appendix and in the screen shot above. Given a student's Scaled Score, 

teachers can identify the collection of skills that fall within the corresponding Scaled Score range.  

 

5.3 Describe all data tools available to school division staff for the analysis of data and the creation of 

customized reports. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Reports are available immediately after test administration at  the district, school, class, group, and 

individual levels for different analyses. Data comparison points can be used to understand student 

scores. Reports provide context against past performance (growth trend graph),  students within the 

district (district average), and also against the national norm (NPR) to understand relative performance 

against peers. Unit data displays performance differences to guide instruction or further analysis. The 

Suggested Learning Objectives Report provides customized view of the next objectives or skills for 

student instruction, up to grade level or enrichment skills can be provided for 1 or all units and subjects 

assessed. For Reading specifically, the Lexile Measure (purchase optional) is available to match student 

reading level to materials.  
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Functionally, Performance Series provides optional views in district reports, bar charts and distribution 

graphs, for a more visual display of aggregate data. Customization of each test’s performance bands to 

match pre-determined criteria, custom research, or GlobalScholar’s norm groupings for display on both 

individual and aggregate reports is available at both the school and district levels. Gains Analysis Report 

targets are configurable for grade level, quartile per grade, or decile per grade, to address the needed 

level of granularity. Unit level scoring is configurable to allow student scores to be displayed as 

individual unit estimates or as item pool alignment comparisons. For parents or student goal setting, a 

variety of Profile Templates are selectable for individual reporting, with varying layouts and score listings 

including an option in Spanish.  

 

Assessment Description – Language Arts 

Offeror Name: GlobalScholar, Inc.  

Proposed Assessment Name: Performance Series 

Content Area(s) and Grade Level(s) Assessed:  Language Arts (Grades 2-8)  

 
SECTION 1: OVERVIEW OF TESTS 

Requirement 

1.1 Describe the specific grade(s) and subject area(s) covered by each assessment and provide an 

overview of the content and skills measured. Include the types of test items used, the mode(s) of 

delivery, the availability of equivalent forms, including short forms or screeners (if available) and a 

test blueprint for each test being proposed.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

The Performance Series Assessments cover Grades K-12 in Mathematics, Grades K-12 in Reading, Grades 

2-8 in Language Arts, Grades 2-8 in Life Science and Inquiry, and Grades 2-9 in Math en español.  

 

The  Performance Series assessment is a computer-adaptive test that is delivered online. The test 

includes dichotomously scored items (all multiple choice). The test uses a 1-parameter Rasch model and 

offers an express test (short form) of the assessment as an option for states and districts/LEAs. The 

assessment has been utilized as a universal screener in multiples states and districts/LEAs. The test 

contains item pools that are aligned to the CCSS and VA Standards of Learning through an intermediary 

database of skills. Items are developed specifically for skills and aligned to standards.  

 

In creating the Performance Series item pools, GlobalScholar has targeted the need for accurate 

measurement of state and national standards. To achieve that end, GlobalScholar developed an 

extensive list of skills that correspond to those critical learning objectives most commonly taught 

throughout the country. This list was created through GlobalScholar’s extensive research of state and 

national standards. By analyzing the commonality and correlation of learning objectives present in these 

documents, essential learning objectives and content at each grade level were identified. Consequently, 

the assessment of learning objectives tested by Performance Series has a high degree of correlation to 

state and national standards. The majority of reading and mathematics learning objectives assessed by 
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Performance Series are commonly found in state and national standards. Similar processes were used to 

construct the language arts and life science collection of learning objectives. 

Strong correlation alone, however, was not a sufficient condition for a skill area to be included in the 

final content of the item bank. Utilizing a large team of teachers and educational consultants, 

GlobalScholar carefully investigated each skill area using the following criteria: 

• Is the skill a critical skill? 

• Is the skill grade-level appropriate? 

• Would the skill be more appropriate in another grade level? 

• How would the skill rank in difficulty compared to other grade-level appropriate learning 

objectives? 

After extensive investigation and review, the final content array was assembled and distributed to the 

Item Development Team. 

 

Developing the item bank for Performance Series was an intensive and comprehensive effort by a large 

team of item developers. To ensure the highest level of quality and security possible, all items were 

developed by GlobalScholar Content Specialists. No third party item banks were used in the 

development of Performance Series. GlobalScholar continues to update the skill list based on the 

adoption of new standards across the states including the Common Core State Standards. 
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1.2 Provide evidence of alignment of test items to the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) for existing 

assessments. For assessments developed in response to the RFP, provide a plan for assuring the 

alignment of test items to the SOL. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Virginia Language Arts Curriculum Alignment  

The Virginia Standards of Learning 2010 (English) were used to develop the language arts curriculum 

alignment guide for Virginia. Grades two through eight were used in the matching process. Skills were 

matched to writing standards: write for a variety of purposes and edit writing. The referencing of the 

standards in the curriculum alignment guide follows closely with the numbering of the document. In a 

reference of 2.3.a—2 indicates the grade level, 3 indicates the standard, and .a indicates the benchmark. 

Second through eighth grade level objectives were used to create the item pools for grades two through 

eight.  

 

The alignment process is very rigorous. The initial alignments are made by a content area specialist. The 

alignments are then reviewed by at least one other content area specialist. Please refer to Appendix B to 

view VA Standards of Learning Reports. 

 

SECTION 2: TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Requirement 

2.1 Provide evidence of content, construct, concurrent, and predictive validity as appropriate. Include 

validity evidence that supports the use of scores from the proposed assessment in teacher evaluation, 

addressing specifically the validity of using assessment results to support inferences about 

effectiveness of teacher in producing growth in student performance (if available). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Content validity refers to the degree to which a test measures an indicated content area. Presently, the 

content areas within Performance Series are Mathematics, Reading, Language Arts, and Science. In an 

attempt to illustrate the content validity of Performance Series with regard to these content areas, 

GlobalScholar examined the concepts of item validity and sampling validity, both of which are necessary 

components of content validity. Item validity focuses on the degree to which test items are relevant in 

measuring the desired content area. Sampling validity focuses on how well items selected for the test 

sample or span the content area. 

 

GlobalScholar content team members developed all items that appear within Performance Series. Each 

item that exists within the item bank was written to measure a skill from Performance Series skill list at 

the appropriate grade level. In order to ensure the uniformity of the construction of items within 

Performance Series item bank, GlobalScholar developed a process for training content team members 

on item development. This training consisted of a hands on program designed to enable content team 

members to transfer their content area knowledge and classroom teaching experience into successful 

item development. In addition to their training, all content team members received the GlobalScholar 

Item Development Training Manual as a reference tool. As prospective items are developed, they are 

subjected to an external evaluation by a panel of content area experts.  
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New items are reviewed for: 

 

• Item alignment with the indicated skill at the appropriate grade level 

• Item content and quality (accuracy of content, overall clarity, one unambiguous answer) 

• Item bias (to ensure that the item did not demonstrate gender, racial/ethnic, and/or 

socioeconomic bias) 

• Gender count for passive/active voice. 

 

Reading passages are reviewed to ensure that male/female main characters are written in an equal 

number of instances with regard to passive/active voice. The items are then returned to the 

GlobalScholar content team to make changes based on the recommendation of the external evaluation 

panel. This process is repeated to ensure that corrections were made as the evaluation panel intended, 

and that no new errors or problems with the items were introduced during the rewrite/editing process. 

Items failing this external review are eliminated from further consideration for entry into the 

Performance Series item bank. Items passing this external review process are deemed to be relevant to 

the task of measuring their respective content areas. 

 

Two types of criterion-related validity are concurrent and predictive validity. Concurrent validity 

indicates the degree to which performance on two separate assessments is correlated. Predictive 

validity determines the relationship between performance on the GlobalScholar assessment and state 

tests or other high-stakes measure. The resulting information is then used to predict performance on 

the other measure of interest. GlobalScholar has been engaged in validity research since the initial 

release of Performance Series. GlobalScholar's Chief Psychometrician, Dr. Richard Brown, is a recognized 

expert in measurement and research methodology. Dr. Brown is a senior advisor providing oversight to 

GlobalScholar's psychometric and research services. 

 

Performance Series is a criterion-referenced, web-based computer-adaptive test available in both 

English and Spanish that allows educators to quickly pinpoint the estimated ability level of students 

across a range of subjects corresponding to state and Common Core State Standards. Performance 

Series dynamically adjusts to each student’s instructional level for personalized testing. It provides a 

clear understanding of students’ performance across a range of subjects without being limited to a 

particular grade level, making it easy to develop individualized learning plans, place students more 

accurately, diagnose instructional needs and measure student gains across reporting periods. The 

adaptive assessment provides a valid and reliable scaled score that can be used to measure academic 

growth and evaluate student abilities at, or above and below grade level. Performance Series may be 

used for screening, diagnostic assessments and progress monitoring - as well as for measuring student 

growth, which can be used for determining educator effectiveness.  

 

Results from the Performance Series assessments can be incorporated into a LEA’s evaluation system 

that uses multiple data points to measure a teacher’s contribution to a student’s academic growth. 

Because Performance Series assessments are vertically scaled, growth can be determined as multiple 

test administrations yield scores on a common scale. These student level growth scores can then be 

used as outcome variables in a value-added multi-level regression model to estimate the effect each 

teacher has on the improvement of his or her students.  
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The GlobalScholar Research team has created a Proof of Concept paper showing a potential approach of 

how Performance Series can be used in context of value-added modeling (VAM). Students’ Performance 

Series test score data, spanning several test administrations, was extracted from the Performance Series 

database and used to estimate school- or teacher- level effects on student performance outcomes. The 

VAM results from these analyses could be used to inform instruction and drive school/teacher 

improvement efforts. It is cautioned that the results from VAM are only one indicator of a school or 

teacher’s relative contribution to student learning. Hence, results should not be used as the sole basis 

for decision-making regarding schools or teachers. Rather, VAM results should be treated as one of 

several components used to support the decision-making process concerning school/teacher 

accountability or effectiveness. GlobalScholar also has a preferred alliance with The Learning Growth 

Network, led by recognized expert, Dr. John Schacter, to provide growth model services using 

Performance Series score data. 

New York State Education Department (NYSED) endorses Performance Series to measure growth as part 

of their Approved Student Assessments for use by School Districts and BOCES as a growth measure in 

Teacher and Principal Evaluation. The Alabama State Department of Education is using Performance 

Series to provide student growth data over the course of an academic year. Additionally, the Ohio 

Department of Education placed Performance Series on the state’s List of Approved Assessments to 

support student growth measures to compliment the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA).  

Please see Appendix C for examples of Research Studies conducted by GlobalScholar. 

 

2.2 Provide evidence of reliability, both for the total test and for any subtests for which scores are 

reported. Include estimates of error in measurement. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

According to the Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing, reliability refers to “the degree 

that true scores are free from errors of measurement.” That is, measurements are consistent when 

repeated on a population of examinees. In classical test theory, reliability is defined as the ratio of true 

score variance to the observed score variance. Reliability is usually expressed as a single number (e.g., 

Cronbach’s alpha). Depending on the audience, the standard error of measurement is 

sometimes used.  

 

A more meaningful index for both classical and Item Response Theory (IRT) based assessment tools is 

the standard error of measurement. This measure of precision specifies a confidence interval within 

which an examinee’s measure will fall with repeated assessments. In Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT), 

where examinees are exposed to different sub-sets of items, the only meaningful way to express an 

instrument’s reliability/precision is through the error associated with an examinees’ ability estimate, 

that is, the standard error of measurement. This index or SEM is presented on most Performance Series 

reports numerically, adjacent to the scaled score, but some reports also present a visual representation 

to aid understanding. 
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Standard Error of Measurement 

GlobalScholar’s goal (in fact, one of the test stopping criteria) is a standard error of measurement of less 

than 0.30 logits for each examinee. This is roughly equivalent to a conventional reliability coefficient of 

0.91. Although this is one of the stopping criteria for the test, the standard error of measurement will 

vary for each examinee. The majority of the tests finish with a standard error of measurement less than 

0.30. 

 

2.3 Provide evidence that the assessment is appropriate for use with student subgroups, including 

English language learners and student with disabilities. Include documentation that the assessment 

does not exhibit bias toward any major subgroups (e.g., through an analysis of differential item 

functioning). In addition, provide a sensitivity review to demonstrate the assessment tasks and items 

are designed to be accessible and fair for all students. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series items are reviewed for bias both during the writing process and after use in 

assessments. 

a. A special team of educational experts, from a sample of national educational communities 

representing diverse cultural backgrounds, reviews and analyzes all item content. Bias editors 

analyze how many stories/questions contain male or female main characters, and whether 

these characters use an active or passive voice. In addition, bias editors analyze which 

stories/questions contain ethnic or cultural diversity. When there is a significant disparity 

between genders, a lack of cultural diversity, or a misrepresentation of any kind, the Item 

Development Team makes adjustments accordingly. These changes range from minor revisions 

to complete removal from the item bank. 

 

b. Differential Item Functioning (DIF) recently run to analyze item performance against different 

subgroups. The DIF analysis was performed on Performance Series test results for all four 

subjects in the Spring of 2009.  

 

Please see Appendix D  to view DIF Analysis Reports and Item/Passage Bias Guidelines. 

 

2.4 Provide evidence that the assessment includes items of varying difficulty to ensure accurate 

measurement of student achievement across the ability continuum, including the tails of the score 

distribution. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

To build the examinee’s confidence in the test, the first random items are adjusted to be lower in 

difficulty. Subsequent items are then matched with the students estimated ability. So, a class of sixth 

graders will begin the test with a few random items that rank somewhere near a fifth grade level and 

gradually increase to their true ability level. 

 

The following illustrates the Difficulty Distribution Coverage for Performance Series: 
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2-8 Language Arts 

 
 

 

SECTION 3: USE OF ASSESSMENT AS A MEASURE GROWTH 

Requirement 

3.1 Provide evidence that the scores resulting from the assessment have been used as measures of 

growth by other local or state education agencies. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

New York State Education Department (NYSED) endorses Performance Series to measure growth as part 

of their Approved Student Assessments for use by School Districts and BOCES as a growth measure in 

Teacher and Principal Evaluation. The Alabama State Department of Education is using Performance 

Series to provide student growth data over the course of an academic year. Additionally, the Ohio 

Department of Education placed Performance Series on the state’s List of Approved Assessments to 

support student growth measures to compliment the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA).  
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3.2 Describe the methodology used to measure growth. For example, does the assessment employ a 

vertical scale, use a computer-adaptive model to measure growth over time, or employ some other 

methodology. Does the methodology allow for the longitudinal measure of growth across academic 

years?  What about the measurement of required growth on the proposed assessment to reach 

proficient on the statewide assessments (the Standards of Learning tests) in a specified amount of 

time? Include standard setting studies or other analyses conducted to establish measures of growth.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

Performance Series can be used to measure growth over time using the (vertical) scaled score provided 

in all reports. After both qualitative and quantitative evaluation, test items are placed on a vertical 

difficulty scale to provide insight to a student‘s ability level within a subject. This scale is used across 

grades and enables educators to view growth over time. The growth or gain is calculated as the 

difference between Scaled Scores at two separate administrations (whether at the aggregate Mean 

Scaled Score level or individual student level). For each gain reported, a standard error for the gain is 

also calculated and displayed. GlobalScholar indicates those gains that are not significantly different 

from zero at the 67% confidence level (plus or minus one standard error of the gain). This vertical scale 

and gains reporting ability combined with the previous national norm research study enables educators 

to evaluate student growth against observed mean growth for the student‘s grade, quartile or decile. 

Please see Chapter 5 Norming Procedure of the Performance Series Technical Report provided in 

Appendix F for additional information. 

 

3.3 Describe the methodologies used to control item exposure so that the accuracy of students’ scores 

is not impacted by multiple exposures to the same items. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

The process of continuous maintenance of the item pools involves ongoing monitoring of item exposure 

rates, item performance, and item pool enhancement via field test embedding processes. In the rare 

event items become overexposed, the items are either retired or placed in a holding mode until a later 

date at which time they may be re-introduced to the active item pool. 

 

As more and more students test on the Performance Series, the items within the pools reach 

overexposure levels. Overexposure can lead to a variety of problems and may ultimately compromise 

the validity of the test. GlobalScholar has developed an online calibration process known as the Item 

Embedding Process to help replenish the pools with new, high quality performing items. Using the 

Embedding Process, GlobalScholar introduces an average of 1,000 items for all subject areas every year. 

Our Item Embedding process is described in detail in Chapter 3 of the Performance Series Technical 

Report included in Appendix F. 
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3.4 Describe the procedures used to validate the measures of growth.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Student growth can be evaluated in different ways through the reports provided. The statistical 

evaluation is provided in the Gains Report through a comparison to the Standard Error of the Difference. 

Gain scores inside this standard error are marked with an asterisk, to note that the two scores are not 

statistically different. Gain scores without an asterisk can be considered valid, statistically different 

scores. Additionally, comparisons against the GlobalScholar norm group (observed mean gains) can be 

made through the Gains Analysis Report. A district can select the type of data breakdown for this report 

to provide an average gain target in line with each grade level, quartiles per grade, or deciles per grade. 

 

Creation and Composition of Norm Groups  

In response to customer requests for a means to compare their students’ results on Performance Series 

with those results of other students across the country, GlobalScholar developed norms for fall, winter, 

and spring administrations of Performance Series. The created norms are “user” norms, where the norm 

groups for fall, winter and spring were samples from the database of all examinee results during Fall 

2005 through Spring 2006. An updated study is currently underway, using national data from the 2011-

2012 school year, and will be available in 2013. 

 

Within the areas of Mathematics and Reading, norm groups were created for students in grades 2 

through 10. For the areas of Language Arts and Science, the norm groups were created for students in 

grades 2 through 8. Fall and Spring groups were created dependently with all examinees being members 

of both groups. The Winter group was created independently; however, the possibility exists that some 

examinees may also be members of Fall and/or Spring groups. 

 

Criteria used for creation of these initial norm groups were gender, ethnicity, and geographic region. In 

the case of ethnicity and gender, target proportions were set to match national population levels. 

Ethnicity, gender, and geographic region were selected to provide the largest possible group from which 

to sample in order to create each group. At this time, norms exist within the areas of Mathematics, Life 

Science, Reading and Language Arts. Please see Chapter 5 Norming Procedure of the Performance 

Series Technical Report provided in Appendix F for additional information. 

 

SECTION 4: TEST ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES 

Requirement 

4.1 Describe the administration procedures necessary to produce growth scores. For example, is the 

assessment designed to be administered multiple times during the year or administered once in the 

fall and once in the spring?    

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series can be administered at any time during the school year, based on individual school 

needs. However, if comparisons to our national norm research study are required then the tests can be 

administered 2 or 3 times in a year: Fall, Winter and Spring. 
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4.2 Describe any processes used for pre-identifying and/or registering students for testing. Include 

what data, including the State Testing Identifier, are collected for each student, how data are 

collected or transmitted, and how data are maintained and securely managed.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Data Collection / Transmission 

There are multiple student data import options for Performance Series. These include manual input, CSV 

file import, data integration services (DIS), API and SIF. GlobalScholar will work with VDOE and LEAs to 

determine the best option related to schedule needs and technology. 

 

Maintaining Online Testing Security 

Location Controllers can control online testing by limiting the allowed login days/times and the allowed 

network addresses from which any test can be taken at the site. Allowed login days/times/networks can 

also be edited for each test session. A school location password can also be required. Some schools 

change their school location password daily, for example, to increase testing security. Additionally, 

Location Controllers or teachers with editing rights can also assign students a student password that is 

required for them to log on to take an online test.  

 

When a test is scheduled, the Manager of the test can edit the Allowed Student option to limit which 

students are able to take the test, by assigning students by grade level or class, or by assigning individual 

students.  

 

Data Transmission 

All electronic traffic between score data and the user is encrypted in industry standard 128-bit secure 

sockets layer security technology. In addition, staff members are required to have 6 character passwords 

that allow limit access based on how the school sets up the users. There are 5-7 staff positions that can 

be setup by the customer to further restrict the staff's ability to see confidential information while still 

allowing them to complete their tasks within Achievement Series. Teachers are generally restricted to 

seeing only their own students' scores. 

 

All of the student and score information are housed in a security computer facility that has the following 

attributes:  

• Regular Backups  

• Tier 4 facility  

• Unmarked building  

• Guards  

• Redundant power  

• Environment controls  

• Biometric security with card keys access  

• Special security access tubes  
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• Security cameras every 5-12 feet  

• Internal security audits  

• Multiple firewall layers and brands  
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4.3 Describe all materials needed for test administration and how school divisions will order and 

obtain sufficient quantities. Include details of test booklets and answer documents for paper/pencil 

testing (if applicable), test administration manuals, etc. If applicable, identify any test administration 

materials school divisions would be responsible for supplying locally (manipulatives, copies of test 

materials, etc.). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series is completely online and web-based. Students will need a computer with access to 

the internet. Please refer to Appendix E: Performance Series System Requirements to view system 

requirements for Win / Mac operating systems, browser configurations, and bandwidth needs. If the 

district or school chooses, the students can have loose paper and pencil available to them during the 

test. However, that is not required to successfully complete any Performance Series test. 
 

4.4 Provide examples of the test administration manuals to be used with the assessment(s). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

Please refer to Appendix A for the Proctor Administration Guide, Appendix F for the Performance Series 

Technical Report, Appendix E for System Requirements documentation and Appendix G for Performance 

Series Sample Reports. 

 

4.5 Describe all technology requirements related to school personnel managing the administration of 

tests and to students completing tests if assessments include technology-based delivery. Include the 

minimum and recommended hardware and software requirements and network requirements for test 

administration by school personnel and test delivery to students. Include how assessments are hosted 

(e.g., locally, vendor, 3rd party). Provide examples of user interfaces for test administration by school 

personnel and test delivery to students. Include descriptions or examples of test navigation and any 

test tools (e.g., calculator, ruler, highlighter) available to students for testing. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

GlobalScholar’s proposed assessment platform is a Software as a Service (SaaS) solution that is internet-

based and hosted on GlobalScholar’s secure servers. Each client receives a unique site identification and 

access to the data and information on that unique site is password protected by the client user. The 

GlobalScholar assessment software is accessible through the district’s Internet full T-1 line Internet 

connection. The system is available 24x7x365, except for monthly routine maintenance or scheduled 

product enhancements. GlobalScholar schedules its maintenance times on weekends to minimize user 

interruption of service. GlobalScholar uses best business practices to maintain or exceed 99.5% platform 

uptime and product availability (this excludes standard software maintenance and update windows.) 

Access to the system is available anywhere via the Internet and the LEAs can also restrict access from 

only certain IP addresses and certain times determined by the district. Schools can configure on-site 

security settings to limit access to only certain computers, regardless of access codes. This allows 

schools to carefully monitor access to student records by requiring authorized persons to come to 

specific machines to do so. Additionally, schools can restrict the times of the day that data records are 

available for access similar to a bank time-locked vault. It is very common to set up access for only 

school days during school hours. 
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GlobalScholar's assessment site minimizes the risk of students viewing inappropriate online materials by 

expanding the screen to prevent the start button or other menu choices. It is, however, recommended 

that proper proctoring of the assessment be enforced to ensure a fair testing environment. Schools can 

configure on-site security settings to limit access to only certain computers, regardless of access codes. 

This allows schools to carefully monitor access to student records by requiring authorized persons to 

come to specific machines to do so. Additionally, schools can restrict the times of the day that data 

records are available for access, similar to a bank time-locked vault. It is very common to set up access 

for only school days during school hours. GlobalScholar stress tests all servers and makes adequate 

arrangements for the desired number of concurrent users. GlobalScholar Assessment has a graphical 

user interface that is simple and intuitive. Access is by user name and secure password. There are six 

District Level positions and eight School Level positions. The following are the user types available at the 

district and school levels. At the Network Level, GlobalScholar will work with the LEAs to understand the 

nuances between the roles to determine how they may fit into current positions. 

District Level 

District Level View 

 

School Level 

School Level View 
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Client users of the GlobalScholar assessment software only have access to data at their level or below. 

For example, a teacher can only access his or her students’ data and a principal can access the data of 

students only in his or her school. Please refer to Appendix E: Performance Series Technical 

Requirements to view technical requirement minimums for use of the GlobalScholar assessment 

software. 

 

4.6 Describe accommodations available to students with disabilities and limited English proficient 

students. Include procedures related to the provision of accommodations to eligible students.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

Because every child—whether gifted or challenged—learns at a different pace and has different 

instructional needs, assessments that truly have value must provide teachers with important 

information about individual needs. Through the adaptive nature of Performance Series, teachers are 

able to quickly pinpoint student achievement levels across a range of subjects that correspond with 

state and Common Core standards. Unlike traditional standardized assessments that focus on the 

standards one grade level at a time and return results at a later date, Performance Series provides 

students with tests custom tailored to their ability level in reading, math, language arts and life science 

and inquiry. 

Software features are built in to address different populations such as: 

1. Extended time for assessment: Performance Series is not timed and allows for student 

administration breaks within a two week window. If a student can only test for 15 minute 

blocks, simply have that student stop the test and it will resume where he/she left off for the 

next block. 

2. Testing accommodations for start point: Performance Series enables educators to determine a 

different starting point from the grade level, either higher or lower, when needed. 

3. Adaptive testing: Performance Series automatically adjusts to student performance, to ensure 

the most efficient testing experience and maximize time for learning. 

4. Many test questions present visual clues to provide additional context. 

5. Test retake: Performance Series tests can be spoiled and re-taken to ensure that any student 

with testing issues or an especially bad‘ day will not be penalized for that poor test score. 

6. Navigation language support: students have the option to select Spanish for their test 

navigation, so that their concentration is focused on content, not understanding the software 

navigation. 

7. Math (en espanol): Performance Series provides a transadaptation of the standard Math test in 

Spanish, to provide better insight to mathematical abilities of students more comfortable with 

Spanish. This test version has separate proctor and student instructions and parent reporting for 

effective testing communications. 
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8. Flexible reports: Aggregate reports can be filtered by many different demographics for analysis 

based on district needs. Or, custom groups can be created to evaluate specific students or 

programs based on state or local accountability requirements. 

 

4.7 Describe procedures for completed student tests to be submitted for scoring and reporting 

purposes. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series is completely online and web-based. Educators do not need to do anything for 

student tests to be scored. Due to the adaptive nature of the assessment, student responses are sent to 

our system every time the student clicks the arrow to move forward. The subsequent question is 

dependent on this level of communication. When the student completes the test, a ‘Congratulations’ 

screen will display. The scaled score can also be displayed on this screen, if configured. At this time, the 

system will have the student’s score available for individual trend or learning objective reports, class 

reports, group or school reports, and district level reports. Immediate results for immediate action. 

 

SECTION 5: SCORING AND REPORTING 

Requirement 

5.1 Describe scoring procedures for all item types and test forms administered, including implemented 

quality control measures. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

All Performance Series test questions are dichotomous and are machine scored. There is no human 

interaction.  

 

Scaled Score 

The fundamental scores calculated in Performance Series are the ability estimate/Scaled Score and the 

Standard Error of Measurement (SEM) of the estimate. Both values are on the logit (log odds unit) scale. 

This logit scale is an equal interval scale in which differences at any spectrum of the scale have the same 

meaning. Consequently, difficulty parameters of the items are also placed on the same scale, providing 

useful diagnostics as the Suggested Learning Objectives Report. During Performance Series, responses 

and difficulty parameters for items presented on the test provide sufficient information to estimate the 

student ability along the same logit scale. 

 

GlobalScholar does provide proctor guidelines to ensure the most valid score per administration and 

guides to understand and evaluate the scaled scores within the context of the client. Additionally, 

performance categories or bands may be customized within the system to evaluate the scaled scores 

based in relation to S GlobalScholar's national norm research, research done by the customer or 

predictive validity. Fall to Spring growth scores or gains can be evaluated against data from the national 

norm research (observed mean gains) by grade level, quartile or decile. Please refer to Appendix F: 

Performance Series Technical Report, for complete details on our scoring procedures. 
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5.2 Describe the type of reporting provided (e.g., static and/or dynamic, electronic and/or paper-

based, item-level, strand-level, and/or test-level scoring). Include approximate timelines for score 

reports to be available to divisions, how score reports will be accessed and/or obtained, and samples 

of student, class, school, and division score reports and sample record layouts for electronic data files. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

Performance Series offers a variety of reports available in real-time upon completion of scanning or 

online assessment administration. Reporting is web-based and dynamic. Access to the reports is secure 

via user password protection and only teachers can see their students’ data and administrators can see 

the data for teachers and students in their school; district level users with appropriate access rights can 

see data throughout the district. Reports can be filtered (disaggregated) by demographics, NCLB/ESEA 

guidelines, or user defined groups as well as grade level, course, school, classes, standards, and student. 

And any report that displays a standard code or text can link to supplemental instructional resources 

(for example, Skills Connection Online and/or netTrekker). Report data can be exported to CSV files for 

the district to use in other programs that accept that common file format or to PDF. 

The reporting features and capabilities of Performance Series provide individual student information (in 

a Student Report) as well as school and district-wide progress (in a Summary Report) and gains over 

time. Teachers are able to compare performance scores to local, state and national curriculum 

standards, national student groups and reading resources, Standards Item Pool Score, National 

Percentile Ranking and Lexile Reading Scores, if desired. The reports can be manipulated with a few 

clicks to develop custom learning plans for each student immediately after the first assessment. Scores 

can be filtered by Time Frame, Demographics, and User Defined Groups. Please refer to Appendix G to 

view sample Performance Series reports. 

 

 Quick Access Score Options 

This screen allows a district administrator to access data from the district or grade level, course, or 

group for Summary, Gains, Gains Analysis, Percentile or Performance Bands. 
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 Score Filtering Options 

Reports feature a graphical user interface, color differentiations (such as performance bands) and can 

be viewed and printed in graphical or tabular formats. Please review the report samples for additional 

report features such as item analysis, individual student results, grade, course, teacher, school, point 

biserial, percent attained, mean score, high score, low score, etc. The benchmark portion of the 

assessment program also features a re-score function, test comparison and reports by standards such as 

Virginia SOLs or Common Core. The adaptive assessment portion also features reports by standards such 

as Virginia SOLs or Common Core. 
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These pre-defined reports for teachers and administrators with summary statistics are included in the 

program. Users have the ability to customize reports by controlling the time frame of the student results 

to be included in the report. For example, 700 students took the same test between Sept 2011 and Dec 

2011. You can view all of those results or choose to look at just the students who took the test from Sept 

1st 2011 to Oct 5th 2011 if you want to isolate the student results from the beginning of the school year 

who have had less instructional time period than those results captured in December 2011. 

Grouping / Filtering: Users can also customize their reports by filtering on specific demographic data to 

examine group based performance and identify group-based gaps, such as: 

• Student Grade Level 

• Student Gender 

• Student Age 

• Student Ethnicity 

• Student Citizenship 

• Special Status (ELL/LEP, Migrant, Disability, Title 1, Meal Assistance) 

Criteria: Users can also customize their reports by including or excluding scores or score-ranges from 

their reports. For example, 700 students took the same test. The user can filter out just those students 

who scored below 32% or only include scores between 30% and 60%, etc. This allows the user to isolate 

specific results to further examine student performance within target score ranges. 

Performance Levels: Users can create custom performance bands and apply them to specific reports. 

The system allows you to select two (2) to seven (7) performance bands, name each band (i.e. 

“Proficient”, “Below Basic”, etc.), set the cut scores for each band, and select specific colors and 

patterns each band will use in online reports. This allows the user to customize how they want to 

analysis data. The system also allows the top level location controller to enforce one set of customized 

performance bands for all assessments or all assessments by subject-area, if you want all teachers to use 

a common scale for viewing reports. 

Display: Many reports provide a variety of views related to the data set selected. Table views are also 

available, and the advanced reporting tool includes bar charts, distribution charts, pie charts, box and 

whisker plots, and line graphs, as well as customizable performance bands. 

Item level statistics and item analysis of answer and distractor selection are provided in the item 

information after the first administration of the item in an assessment. 

Report and Screen-shot Examples 

The following are a few screen shots that show the graphical, user-friendly interface of Performance 

Series.  
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The screen below was accessed by clicking the “All Subjects” link in the Summary column at the South 

Middle School level. This shows, by student, their Scaled Score, SEM, and Overall SIP Score for the 

subjects they tested. 

By clicking Allen, Kelly S. on the link from the above screen and then the Mathematics Test Scores link in 

the left column we see below - it shows Kelly S. Allen’s test history, longitudinal trend graph – displaying 

progress from each test administration, and bar graphs by overall and individual unit scores. 

 

 

This screen is a classroom level Class Profile report. Ratings are color coded based on your choices (in 

the box on the left) and on the right the report is displaying student instructional level by skill. 
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The reporting features and capabilities of adaptive assessment module provide individual student 

information (in a Student Report) as well as school and district-wide progress (in a Summary Report) and 

gains over time. Teachers are able to compare performance scores to state and Common Core 

Standards, national student groups and reading resources, Standards Item Pool Score, National 

Percentile Ranking and Lexile Reading Scores, if desired. The reports can be manipulated with a few 

clicks to develop custom learning plans for each student immediately after the first assessment. In 

addition, because Performance Series in an online test, results are available so that they may impact 

instruction while the information is still relevant and can be accessed any time from any location with an 

internet connection. Performance Series helps educators show annual yearly progress by measuring 

gains on a consistent scale. Users can create groups, such as Free/Reduced Lunch, Before School/After 

School Programs, etc., to measure gains by specified groups. In addition, within the reports, the user is 

able to select students according to specified demographics, such as ethnicity, gender, etc. 

All staff members (teachers, school administrators and school level staff, district administrators and 

district level staff) can access reports by logging into the program. Access to data is controlled by the 

user’s role. Teachers can only view data for students in their classes. School staff can only view data for 

their school (school averages, classroom performance for classes in their school, and student data for 

any students in their school). District staff can only view data for their district (schools, classes, and 

students in their district). Following is a sample list of reports and a description of the types of 

educational questions each report addresses: 

• Suggested Learning Objectives: What are the next skills / objectives I should target for this 

student?  (individual skill list by strand based on ability) 

• Student Profile: Where are this student’s weaknesses that I need to strengthen?  (ability by 

strand) 

• Student Profile: Is this student making progress with the current material and instruction?  

(longitudinal trend graph) 



Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 

RFP# DOE-SGA-2012-15 

Student Growth Assessments 

 

 

 

                            

 

101 

1251 E. Dyer Road, Suite 200, Santa Ana, CA 92705, proposalservices@globalscholar.com 

• Class Profile: Is my class ready for this material? (ability level in relation to skills / objectives) 

• Class Profile: How can I group my students for differentiated instruction? (ability level in relation 

to skills / objectives) 

• Gains Report: Are my after-school programs providing as much assistance as the ‘pull-out’ 

program this year?  (Gains by custom group) 

• Performance Bands: Of all students taking the test, which ones need the most help?  What is 

the probability that a student will score within that band on the linked State test? 

Below, are report examples that are very beneficial to both the parent and to the teacher. The first 

report is a summary report of all students that shows what their growth target should be as well as 

some suggested skills to help focus student learning. While this example shows standards and 

projections for Illinois, it would be configured in the system setup to display Virginia and Common Core 

standards for the VDOE.  

The following report, below, shows similar data as the previous report example, but would be 

appropriate to share with a parent or student. 
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Gains Analysis Report – Compares student growth to decile targets (average growth per decile group). 

Above category displays number of students meeting targets. Far Above category displays number of 

students that show growth more than one standard deviation above their decile target. This Far Above 

categorization can be used as a Strong Growth target. 

One version of an aggregate view follows – by grade level. This data can also be displayed by Clark-

defined grouping, perhaps one group could be called ‘At Risk’.  
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Student view displays growth and target (average for decile group) and evaluation of growth. Above 

average can be considered as a ‘Strong’ growth target. 
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Performance Level Report 

Aggregate report displaying student performance levels, as defined by each district, by staff member. 
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Suggested Learning Objectives 

This report provides instructional next steps for each student on or off grade level, to drive remediation 

or empower enrichment. 

 

The Performance Series Suggested Learning Objectives (SLOs) for each Curriculum Alignment are shown 

in the report information in the Appendix and in the screen shot above. Given a student's Scaled Score, 

teachers can identify the collection of skills that fall within the corresponding Scaled Score range.  

 

5.3 Describe all data tools available to school division staff for the analysis of data and the creation of 

customized reports. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Reports are available immediately after test administration at  the district, school, class, group, and 

individual levels for different analyses. Data comparison points can be used to understand student 

scores. Reports provide context against past performance (growth trend graph),  students within the 

district (district average), and also against the national norm (NPR) to understand relative performance 

against peers. Unit data displays performance differences to guide instruction or further analysis. The 

Suggested Learning Objectives Report provides customized view of the next objectives or skills for 

student instruction, up to grade level or enrichment skills can be provided for 1 or all units and subjects 

assessed. For Reading specifically, the Lexile Measure (purchase optional) is available to match student 

reading level to materials.  
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Functionally, Performance Series provides optional views in district reports, bar charts and distribution 

graphs, for a more visual display of aggregate data. Customization of each test’s performance bands to 

match pre-determined criteria, custom research, or GlobalScholar’s norm groupings for display on both 

individual and aggregate reports is available at both the school and district levels. Gains Analysis Report 

targets are configurable for grade level, quartile per grade, or decile per grade, to address the needed 

level of granularity. Unit level scoring is configurable to allow student scores to be displayed as 

individual unit estimates or as item pool alignment comparisons. For parents or student goal setting, a 

variety of Profile Templates are selectable for individual reporting, with varying layouts and score listings 

including an option in Spanish.  

 

Assessment Description – Life Science and Inquiry 

Offeror Name: GlobalScholar, Inc.  

Proposed Assessment Name: Performance Series 

Content Area(s) and Grade Level(s) Assessed:  Life Science and Inquiry (Grades 2-8)  

 
SECTION 1: OVERVIEW OF TESTS 

Requirement 

1.1 Describe the specific grade(s) and subject area(s) covered by each assessment and provide an 

overview of the content and skills measured. Include the types of test items used, the mode(s) of 

delivery, the availability of equivalent forms, including short forms or screeners (if available) and a test 

blueprint for each test being proposed.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

The Performance Series Assessments cover Grades K-12 in Mathematics, Grades K-12 in Reading, Grades 

2-8 in Language Arts, Grades 2-8 in Life Science and Inquiry, and Grades 2-9 in Math en español. The  

Performance Series assessment is a computer-adaptive test that is delivered online. The test includes 

dichotomously scored items (all multiple choice). The test uses a 1-parameter Rasch model and offers an 

express test (short form) of the assessment as an option for states and districts/LEAs. The assessment has 

been utilized as a universal screener in multiples states and districts/LEAs. The test contains item pools 

that are aligned to the CCSS and VA Standards of Learning through an intermediary database of skills. 

Items are developed specifically for skills and aligned to standards.  

 

In creating the Performance Series item pools, GlobalScholar has targeted the need for accurate 

measurement of state and national standards. To achieve that end, GlobalScholar developed an extensive 

list of skills that correspond to those critical learning objectives most commonly taught throughout the 

country. This list was created through GlobalScholar’s extensive research of state and national standards. 

By analyzing the commonality and correlation of learning objectives present in these documents, essential 

learning objectives and content at each grade level were identified. Consequently, the assessment of 

learning objectives tested by Performance Series has a high degree of correlation to state and national 

standards. The majority of reading and mathematics learning objectives assessed by Performance Series 

are commonly found in state and national standards. Similar processes were used to construct the 
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language arts and life science collection of learning objectives. 

 

Strong correlation alone, however, was not a sufficient condition for a skill area to be included in the final 

content of the item bank. Utilizing a large team of teachers and educational consultants, GlobalScholar 

carefully investigated each skill area using the following criteria: 

• Is the skill a critical skill? 

• Is the skill grade-level appropriate? 

• Would the skill be more appropriate in another grade level? 

• How would the skill rank in difficulty compared to other grade-level appropriate learning 

objectives? 

After extensive investigation and review, the final content array was assembled and distributed to the 

Item Development Team. 

 

Developing the item bank for Performance Series was an intensive and comprehensive effort by a large 

team of item developers. To ensure the highest level of quality and security possible, all items were 

developed by GlobalScholar Content Specialists. No third party item banks were used in the development 

of Performance Series. GlobalScholar continues to update the skill list based on the adoption of new 

standards across the states including the Common Core State Standards. 
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1.2 Provide evidence of alignment of test items to the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) for existing 

assessments. For assessments developed in response to the RFP, provide a plan for assuring the 

alignment of test items to the SOL. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Virginia Life Science and Inquiry Curriculum Alignment  

The Virginia Standards of Learning for Life Science and Inquiry (2010) were used to develop the 

curriculum alignment guide for Virginia. Second through sixth grade and middle/high school course level 

objectives were used to determine matches for the curriculum alignment guide. The referencing of the 

skills in the curriculum alignment guide follows closely with the organization of the document. In a 

reference of 3.1.b—3 indicates the grade level, 1 indicates the strand, and b indicates the standard. The 

SIP scores for the Virginia Curriculum Alignment Guide were determined using the national item pool. 

 

The alignment process is very rigorous. The initial alignments are made by a content area specialist. The 

alignments are then reviewed by at least one other content area specialist. Please refer to Appendix B to 

view VA Standards of Learning Reports. 

 

SECTION 2: TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Requirement 

2.1 Provide evidence of content, construct, concurrent, and predictive validity as appropriate. Include 

validity evidence that supports the use of scores from the proposed assessment in teacher evaluation, 

addressing specifically the validity of using assessment results to support inferences about effectiveness 

of teacher in producing growth in student performance (if available). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Content validity refers to the degree to which a test measures an indicated content area. Presently, the 

content areas within Performance Series are Mathematics, Reading, Language Arts, and Science. In an 

attempt to illustrate the content validity of Performance Series with regard to these content areas, 

GlobalScholar examined the concepts of item validity and sampling validity, both of which are necessary 

components of content validity. Item validity focuses on the degree to which test items are relevant in 

measuring the desired content area. Sampling validity focuses on how well items selected for the test 

sample or span the content area. 

 

GlobalScholar content team members developed all items that appear within Performance Series. Each 

item that exists within the item bank was written to measure a skill from Performance Series skill list at 

the appropriate grade level. In order to ensure the uniformity of the construction of items within 

Performance Series item bank, GlobalScholar developed a process for training content team members on 

item development. This training consisted of a hands on program designed to enable content team 

members to transfer their content area knowledge and classroom teaching experience into successful 

item development. In addition to their training, all content team members received the GlobalScholar 

Item Development Training Manual as a reference tool. As prospective items are developed, they are 

subjected to an external evaluation by a panel of content area experts.  
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New items are reviewed for: 

• Item alignment with the indicated skill at the appropriate grade level 

• Item content and quality (accuracy of content, overall clarity, one unambiguous answer) 

• Item bias (to ensure that the item did not demonstrate gender, racial/ethnic, and/or 

socioeconomic bias) 

• Gender count for passive/active voice. 

 

Reading passages are reviewed to ensure that male/female main characters are written in an equal 

number of instances with regard to passive/active voice. The items are then returned to the GlobalScholar 

content team to make changes based on the recommendation of the external evaluation panel. This 

process is repeated to ensure that corrections were made as the evaluation panel intended, and that no 

new errors or problems with the items were introduced during the rewrite/editing process. Items failing 

this external review are eliminated from further consideration for entry into the Performance Series item 

bank. Items passing this external review process are deemed to be relevant to the task of measuring their 

respective content areas. 

 

Two types of criterion-related validity are concurrent and predictive validity. Concurrent validity indicates 

the degree to which performance on two separate assessments is correlated. Predictive validity 

determines the relationship between performance on the GlobalScholar assessment and state tests or 

other high-stakes measure. The resulting information is then used to predict performance on the other 

measure of interest. GlobalScholar has been engaged in validity research since the initial release of 

Performance Series. GlobalScholar's Chief Psychometrician, Dr. Richard Brown, is a recognized expert in 

measurement and research methodology. Dr. Brown is a senior advisor providing oversight to 

GlobalScholar's psychometric and research services. 

 

Performance Series is a criterion-referenced, web-based computer-adaptive test available in both English 

and Spanish that allows educators to quickly pinpoint the estimated ability level of students across a range 

of subjects corresponding to state and Common Core State Standards. Performance Series dynamically 

adjusts to each student’s instructional level for personalized testing. It provides a clear understanding of 

students’ performance across a range of subjects without being limited to a particular grade level, making 

it easy to develop individualized learning plans, place students more accurately, diagnose instructional 

needs and measure student gains across reporting periods. The adaptive assessment provides a valid and 

reliable scaled score that can be used to measure academic growth and evaluate student abilities at, or 

above and below grade level. Performance Series may be used for screening, diagnostic assessments and 

progress monitoring - as well as for measuring student growth, which can be used for determining 

educator effectiveness.  

 

Results from the Performance Series assessments can be incorporated into a LEA’s evaluation system that 

uses multiple data points to measure a teacher’s contribution to a student’s academic growth. Because 

Performance Series assessments are vertically scaled, growth can be determined as multiple test 

administrations yield scores on a common scale. These student level growth scores can then be used as 

outcome variables in a value-added multi-level regression model to estimate the effect each teacher has 

on the improvement of his or her students.  
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The GlobalScholar Research team has created a Proof of Concept paper showing a potential approach of 

how Performance Series can be used in context of value-added modeling (VAM). Students’ Performance 

Series test score data, spanning several test administrations, was extracted from the Performance Series 

database and used to estimate school- or teacher- level effects on student performance outcomes. The 

VAM results from these analyses could be used to inform instruction and drive school/teacher 

improvement efforts. It is cautioned that the results from VAM are only one indicator of a school or 

teacher’s relative contribution to student learning. Hence, results should not be used as the sole basis for 

decision-making regarding schools or teachers. Rather, VAM results should be treated as one of several 

components used to support the decision-making process concerning school/teacher accountability or 

effectiveness. GlobalScholar also has a preferred alliance with The Learning Growth Network, led by 

recognized expert, Dr. John Schacter, to provide growth model services using Performance Series score 

data. 

New York State Education Department (NYSED) endorses Performance Series to measure growth as part 

of their Approved Student Assessments for use by School Districts and BOCES as a growth measure in 

Teacher and Principal Evaluation. The Alabama State Department of Education is using Performance Series 

to provide student growth data over the course of an academic year. Additionally, the Ohio Department 

of Education placed Performance Series on the state’s List of Approved Assessments to support student 

growth measures to compliment the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA). Please see Appendix C for 

examples of Research Studies conducted by GlobalScholar. 

 

2.2 Provide evidence of reliability, both for the total test and for any subtests for which scores are 

reported. Include estimates of error in measurement. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

According to the Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing, reliability refers to “the degree that 

true scores are free from errors of measurement.” That is, measurements are consistent when repeated 

on a population of examinees. In classical test theory, reliability is defined as the ratio of true score 

variance to the observed score variance. Reliability is usually expressed as a single number (e.g., 

Cronbach’s alpha). Depending on the audience, the standard error of measurement is sometimes used.  

 

A more meaningful index for both classical and Item Response Theory (IRT) based assessment tools is the 

standard error of measurement. This measure of precision specifies a confidence interval within which an 

examinee’s measure will fall with repeated assessments. In Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT), where 

examinees are exposed to different sub-sets of items, the only meaningful way to express an instrument’s 

reliability/precision is through the error associated with an examinees’ ability estimate, that is, the 

standard error of measurement. This index or SEM is presented on most Performance Series reports 

numerically, adjacent to the scaled score, but some reports also present a visual representation to aid 

understanding. 

 

Standard Error of Measurement 

GlobalScholar’s goal (in fact, one of the test stopping criteria) is a standard error of measurement of less 

than 0.30 logits for each examinee. This is roughly equivalent to a conventional reliability coefficient of 

0.91. Although this is one of the stopping criteria for the test, the standard error of measurement will vary 

for each examinee. The majority of the tests finish with a standard error of measurement less than 0.30. 
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2.3 Provide evidence that the assessment is appropriate for use with student subgroups, including 

English language learners and student with disabilities. Include documentation that the assessment 

does not exhibit bias toward any major subgroups (e.g., through an analysis of differential item 

functioning). In addition, provide a sensitivity review to demonstrate the assessment tasks and items 

are designed to be accessible and fair for all students. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series items are reviewed for bias both during the writing process and after use in 

assessments. 

a. A special team of educational experts, from a sample of national educational communities 

representing diverse cultural backgrounds, reviews and analyzes all item content. Bias editors 

analyze how many stories/questions contain male or female main characters, and whether these 

characters use an active or passive voice. In addition, bias editors analyze which stories/questions 

contain ethnic or cultural diversity. When there is a significant disparity between genders, a lack 

of cultural diversity, or a misrepresentation of any kind, the Item Development Team makes 

adjustments accordingly. These changes range from minor revisions to complete removal from 

the item bank. 

 

b. Differential Item Functioning (DIF) recently run to analyze item performance against different 

subgroups. The DIF analysis was performed on Performance Series test results for all four subjects 

in the Spring of 2009.  

 

Please see Appendix D  to view DIF Analysis Reports and Item/Passage Bias Guidelines. 

 

2.4 Provide evidence that the assessment includes items of varying difficulty to ensure accurate 

measurement of student achievement across the ability continuum, including the tails of the score 

distribution. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

To build the examinee’s confidence in the test, the first random items are adjusted to be lower in 

difficulty. Subsequent items are then matched with the students estimated ability. So, a class of sixth 

graders will begin the test with a few random items that rank somewhere near a fifth grade level and 

gradually increase to their true ability level. 

 

The following illustrates the Difficulty Distribution Coverage for Performance Series: 
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Life Science and Inquiry Items Grades 2-8 

 
 

 

SECTION 3: USE OF ASSESSMENT AS A MEASURE GROWTH 

Requirement 

3.1 Provide evidence that the scores resulting from the assessment have been used as measures of 

growth by other local or state education agencies. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

New York State Education Department (NYSED) endorses Performance Series to measure growth as part 

of their Approved Student Assessments for use by School Districts and BOCES as a growth measure in 

Teacher and Principal Evaluation. The Alabama State Department of Education is using Performance 

Series to provide student growth data over the course of an academic year. Additionally, the Ohio 

Department of Education placed Performance Series on the state’s List of Approved Assessments to 

support student growth measures to compliment the Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA).  
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3.2 Describe the methodology used to measure growth. For example, does the assessment employ a 

vertical scale, use a computer-adaptive model to measure growth over time, or employ some other 

methodology. Does the methodology allow for the longitudinal measure of growth across academic 

years?  What about the measurement of required growth on the proposed assessment to reach 

proficient on the statewide assessments (the Standards of Learning tests) in a specified amount of 

time? Include standard setting studies or other analyses conducted to establish measures of growth.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

Performance Series can be used to measure growth over time using the (vertical) scaled score provided 

in all reports. After both qualitative and quantitative evaluation, test items are placed on a vertical 

difficulty scale to provide insight to a student‘s ability level within a subject. This scale is used across 

grades and enables educators to view growth over time. The growth or gain is calculated as the 

difference between Scaled Scores at two separate administrations (whether at the aggregate Mean 

Scaled Score level or individual student level). For each gain reported, a standard error for the gain is 

also calculated and displayed. GlobalScholar indicates those gains that are not significantly different 

from zero at the 67% confidence level (plus or minus one standard error of the gain). This vertical scale 

and gains reporting ability combined with the previous national norm research study enables educators 

to evaluate student growth against observed mean growth for the student‘s grade, quartile or decile. 

Please see Chapter 5 Norming Procedure of the Performance Series Technical Report provided in 

Appendix F for additional information. 

 

3.3 Describe the methodologies used to control item exposure so that the accuracy of students’ scores 

is not impacted by multiple exposures to the same items. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

The process of continuous maintenance of the item pools involves ongoing monitoring of item exposure 

rates, item performance, and item pool enhancement via field test embedding processes. In the rare 

event items become overexposed, the items are either retired or placed in a holding mode until a later 

date at which time they may be re-introduced to the active item pool. 

 

As more and more students test on the Performance Series, the items within the pools reach 

overexposure levels. Overexposure can lead to a variety of problems and may ultimately compromise 

the validity of the test. GlobalScholar has developed an online calibration process known as the Item 

Embedding Process to help replenish the pools with new, high quality performing items. Using the 

Embedding Process, GlobalScholar introduces an average of 1,000 items for all subject areas every year. 

Our Item Embedding process is described in detail in Chapter 3 of the Performance Series Technical 

Report included in Appendix F. 
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3.4 Describe the procedures used to validate the measures of growth.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Student growth can be evaluated in different ways through the reports provided. The statistical 

evaluation is provided in the Gains Report through a comparison to the Standard Error of the Difference. 

Gain scores inside this standard error are marked with an asterisk, to note that the two scores are not 

statistically different. Gain scores without an asterisk can be considered valid, statistically different 

scores. Additionally, comparisons against the GlobalScholar norm group (observed mean gains) can be 

made through the Gains Analysis Report. A district can select the type of data breakdown for this report 

to provide an average gain target in line with each grade level, quartiles per grade, or deciles per grade. 

 

Creation and Composition of Norm Groups  

In response to customer requests for a means to compare their students’ results on Performance Series 

with those results of other students across the country, GlobalScholar developed norms for fall, winter, 

and spring administrations of Performance Series. The created norms are “user” norms, where the norm 

groups for fall, winter and spring were samples from the database of all examinee results during Fall 

2005 through Spring 2006. An updated study is currently underway, using national data from the 2011-

2012 school year, and will be available in 2013. 

 

Within the areas of Mathematics and Reading, norm groups were created for students in grades 2 

through 10. For the areas of Language Arts and Science, the norm groups were created for students in 

grades 2 through 8. Fall and Spring groups were created dependently with all examinees being members 

of both groups. The Winter group was created independently; however, the possibility exists that some 

examinees may also be members of Fall and/or Spring groups. 

 

Criteria used for creation of these initial norm groups were gender, ethnicity, and geographic region. In 

the case of ethnicity and gender, target proportions were set to match national population levels. 

Ethnicity, gender, and geographic region were selected to provide the largest possible group from which 

to sample in order to create each group. At this time, norms exist within the areas of Mathematics, Life 

Science, Reading and Language Arts. Please see Chapter 5 Norming Procedure of the Performance 

Series Technical Report provided in Appendix F for additional information. 

 

SECTION 4: TEST ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES 

Requirement 

4.1 Describe the administration procedures necessary to produce growth scores. For example, is the 

assessment designed to be administered multiple times during the year or administered once in the 

fall and once in the spring?    

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series can be administered at any time during the school year, based on individual school 

needs. However, if comparisons to our national norm research study are required then the tests can be 

administered 2 or 3 times in a year: Fall, Winter and Spring. 
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4.2 Describe any processes used for pre-identifying and/or registering students for testing. Include 

what data, including the State Testing Identifier, are collected for each student, how data are 

collected or transmitted, and how data are maintained and securely managed.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Data Collection / Transmission 

There are multiple student data import options for Performance Series. These include manual input, CSV 

file import, data integration services (DIS), API and SIF. GlobalScholar will work with VDOE and LEAs to 

determine the best option related to schedule needs and technology. 

 

Maintaining Online Testing Security 

Location Controllers can control online testing by limiting the allowed login days/times and the allowed 

network addresses from which any test can be taken at the site. Allowed login days/times/networks can 

also be edited for each test session. A school location password can also be required. Some schools 

change their school location password daily, for example, to increase testing security. Additionally, 

Location Controllers or teachers with editing rights can also assign students a student password that is 

required for them to log on to take an online test.  

When a test is scheduled, the Manager of the test can edit the Allowed Student option to limit which 

students are able to take the test, by assigning students by grade level or class, or by assigning individual 

students.  

 

Data Transmission 

All electronic traffic between score data and the user is encrypted in industry standard 128-bit secure 

sockets layer security technology. In addition, staff members are required to have 6 character passwords 

that allow limit access based on how the school sets up the users. There are 5-7 staff positions that can 

be setup by the customer to further restrict the staff's ability to see confidential information while still 

allowing them to complete their tasks within Achievement Series. Teachers are generally restricted to 

seeing only their own students' scores. 

 

All of the student and score information are housed in a security computer facility that has the following 

attributes:  

• Regular Backups  

• Tier 4 facility  

• Unmarked building  

• Guards  

• Redundant power  

• Environment controls  

• Biometric security with card keys access  

• Special security access tubes  
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• Security cameras every 5-12 feet  

• Internal security audits  

• Multiple firewall layers and brands  

 
 

 

4.3 Describe all materials needed for test administration and how school divisions will order and 

obtain sufficient quantities. Include details of test booklets and answer documents for paper/pencil 

testing (if applicable), test administration manuals, etc. If applicable, identify any test administration 

materials school divisions would be responsible for supplying locally (manipulatives, copies of test 

materials, etc.). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series is completely online and web-based. Students will need a computer with access to 

the internet. Please refer to Appendix E: Performance Series System Requirements to view system 

requirements for Win / Mac operating systems, browser configurations, and bandwidth needs. If the 

district or school chooses, the students can have loose paper and pencil available to them during the 

test. However, that is not required to successfully complete any Performance Series test. 
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4.4 Provide examples of the test administration manuals to be used with the assessment(s). 

GlobalScholar Response: 

Please refer to Appendix A for the Proctor Administration Guide, Appendix F for the Performance Series 

Technical Report, Appendix E for System Requirements documentation and Appendix G for Performance 

Series Sample Reports. 

 

4.5 Describe all technology requirements related to school personnel managing the administration of 

tests and to students completing tests if assessments include technology-based delivery. Include the 

minimum and recommended hardware and software requirements and network requirements for test 

administration by school personnel and test delivery to students. Include how assessments are hosted 

(e.g., locally, vendor, 3rd party). Provide examples of user interfaces for test administration by school 

personnel and test delivery to students. Include descriptions or examples of test navigation and any 

test tools (e.g., calculator, ruler, highlighter) available to students for testing. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

GlobalScholar’s proposed assessment platform is a Software as a Service (SaaS) solution that is internet-

based and hosted on GlobalScholar’s secure servers. Each client receives a unique site identification and 

access to the data and information on that unique site is password protected by the client user. The 

GlobalScholar assessment software is accessible through the district’s Internet full T-1 line Internet 

connection. The system is available 24x7x365, except for monthly routine maintenance or scheduled 

product enhancements. GlobalScholar schedules its maintenance times on weekends to minimize user 

interruption of service. GlobalScholar uses best business practices to maintain or exceed 99.5% platform 

uptime and product availability (this excludes standard software maintenance and update windows.) 

Access to the system is available anywhere via the Internet and the LEAs can also restrict access from 

only certain IP addresses and certain times determined by the district. Schools can configure on-site 

security settings to limit access to only certain computers, regardless of access codes. This allows 

schools to carefully monitor access to student records by requiring authorized persons to come to 

specific machines to do so. Additionally, schools can restrict the times of the day that data records are 

available for access similar to a bank time-locked vault. It is very common to set up access for only 

school days during school hours. 

GlobalScholar's assessment site minimizes the risk of students viewing inappropriate online materials by 

expanding the screen to prevent the start button or other menu choices. It is, however, recommended 

that proper proctoring of the assessment be enforced to ensure a fair testing environment. Schools can 

configure on-site security settings to limit access to only certain computers, regardless of access codes. 

This allows schools to carefully monitor access to student records by requiring authorized persons to 

come to specific machines to do so. Additionally, schools can restrict the times of the day that data 

records are available for access, similar to a bank time-locked vault. It is very common to set up access 

for only school days during school hours. GlobalScholar stress tests all servers and makes adequate 

arrangements for the desired number of concurrent users. GlobalScholar Assessment has a graphical 

user interface that is simple and intuitive. Access is by user name and secure password. There are six 
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District Level positions and eight School Level positions. The following are the user types available at the 

district and school levels. At the Network Level, GlobalScholar will work with the LEAs to understand the 

nuances between the roles to determine how they may fit into current positions. 

District Level 

District Level View 

 

School Level 

School Level View 

Client users of the GlobalScholar assessment software only have access to data at their level or below. 

For example, a teacher can only access his or her students’ data and a principal can access the data of 

students only in his or her school. Please refer to Appendix E: Performance Series Technical 

Requirements to view technical requirement minimums for use of the GlobalScholar assessment 

software. 
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4.6 Describe accommodations available to students with disabilities and limited English proficient 

students. Include procedures related to the provision of accommodations to eligible students.  

GlobalScholar Response: 

Because every child—whether gifted or challenged—learns at a different pace and has different 

instructional needs, assessments that truly have value must provide teachers with important 

information about individual needs. Through the adaptive nature of Performance Series, teachers are 

able to quickly pinpoint student achievement levels across a range of subjects that correspond with 

state and Common Core standards. Unlike traditional standardized assessments that focus on the 

standards one grade level at a time and return results at a later date, Performance Series provides 

students with tests custom tailored to their ability level in reading, math, language arts and life science 

and inquiry. 

Software features are built in to address different populations such as: 

1. Extended time for assessment: Performance Series is not timed and allows for student 

administration breaks within a two week window. If a student can only test for 15 minute 

blocks, simply have that student stop the test and it will resume where he/she left off for the 

next block. 

2. Testing accommodations for start point: Performance Series enables educators to determine a 

different starting point from the grade level, either higher or lower, when needed. 

3. Adaptive testing: Performance Series automatically adjusts to student performance, to ensure 

the most efficient testing experience and maximize time for learning. 

4. Many test questions present visual clues to provide additional context. 

5. Test retake: Performance Series tests can be spoiled and re-taken to ensure that any student 

with testing issues or an especially bad‘ day will not be penalized for that poor test score. 

6. Navigation language support: students have the option to select Spanish for their test 

navigation, so that their concentration is focused on content, not understanding the software 

navigation. 

7. Math (en espanol): Performance Series provides a transadaptation of the standard Math test in 

Spanish, to provide better insight to mathematical abilities of students more comfortable with 

Spanish. This test version has separate proctor and student instructions and parent reporting for 

effective testing communications. 

8. Flexible reports: Aggregate reports can be filtered by many different demographics for analysis 

based on district needs. Or, custom groups can be created to evaluate specific students or 

programs based on state or local accountability requirements. 
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4.7 Describe procedures for completed student tests to be submitted for scoring and reporting 

purposes. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Performance Series is completely online and web-based. Educators do not need to do anything for 

student tests to be scored.  

 

Due to the adaptive nature of the assessment, student responses are sent to our system every time the 

student clicks the arrow to move forward. The subsequent question is dependent on this level of 

communication. When the student completes the test, a ‘Congratulations’ screen will display. The scaled 

score can also be displayed on this screen, if configured. At this time, the system will have the student’s 

score available for individual trend or learning objective reports, class reports, group or school reports, 

and district level reports. Immediate results for immediate action. 

 

SECTION 5: SCORING AND REPORTING 

Requirement 

5.1 Describe scoring procedures for all item types and test forms administered, including implemented 

quality control measures. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

All Performance Series test questions are dichotomous and are machine scored. There is no human 

interaction.  

 

Scaled Score 

The fundamental scores calculated in Performance Series are the ability estimate/Scaled Score and the 

Standard Error of Measurement (SEM) of the estimate. Both values are on the logit (log odds unit) scale. 

This logit scale is an equal interval scale in which differences at any spectrum of the scale have the same 

meaning. Consequently, difficulty parameters of the items are also placed on the same scale, providing 

useful diagnostics as the Suggested Learning Objectives Report. During Performance Series, responses 

and difficulty parameters for items presented on the test provide sufficient information to estimate the 

student ability along the same logit scale. 

 

GlobalScholar does provide proctor guidelines to ensure the most valid score per administration and 

guides to understand and evaluate the scaled scores within the context of the client. Additionally, 

performance categories or bands may be customized within the system to evaluate the scaled scores 

based in relation to S GlobalScholar's national norm research, research done by the customer or 

predictive validity. Fall to Spring growth scores or gains can be evaluated against data from the national 

norm research (observed mean gains) by grade level, quartile or decile. Please refer to Appendix F: 

Performance Series Technical Report, for complete details on our scoring procedures. 
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5.2 Describe the type of reporting provided (e.g., static and/or dynamic, electronic and/or paper-

based, item-level, strand-level, and/or test-level scoring). Include approximate timelines for score 

reports to be available to divisions, how score reports will be accessed and/or obtained, and samples 

of student, class, school, and division score reports and sample record layouts for electronic data files. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

Performance Series offers a variety of reports available in real-time upon completion of scanning or 

online assessment administration. Reporting is web-based and dynamic. Access to the reports is secure 

via user password protection and only teachers can see their students’ data and administrators can see 

the data for teachers and students in their school; district level users with appropriate access rights can 

see data throughout the district. Reports can be filtered (disaggregated) by demographics, NCLB/ESEA 

guidelines, or user defined groups as well as grade level, course, school, classes, standards, and student. 

And any report that displays a standard code or text can link to supplemental instructional resources 

(for example, Skills Connection Online and/or netTrekker). Report data can be exported to CSV files for 

the district to use in other programs that accept that common file format or to PDF. 

The reporting features and capabilities of Performance Series provide individual student information (in 

a Student Report) as well as school and district-wide progress (in a Summary Report) and gains over 

time. Teachers are able to compare performance scores to local, state and national curriculum 

standards, national student groups and reading resources, Standards Item Pool Score, National 

Percentile Ranking and Lexile Reading Scores, if desired. The reports can be manipulated with a few 

clicks to develop custom learning plans for each student immediately after the first assessment. Scores 

can be filtered by Time Frame, Demographics, and User Defined Groups. Please refer to Appendix G to 

view sample Performance Series reports. 

 

 Quick Access Score Options 

This screen allows a district administrator to access data from the district or grade level, course, or 

group for Summary, Gains, Gains Analysis, Percentile or Performance Bands. 
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 Score Filtering Options 

Reports feature a graphical user interface, color differentiations (such as performance bands) and can 

be viewed and printed in graphical or tabular formats. Please review the report samples for additional 

report features such as item analysis, individual student results, grade, course, teacher, school, point 

biserial, percent attained, mean score, high score, low score, etc. The benchmark portion of the 

assessment program also features a re-score function, test comparison and reports by standards such as 

Virginia SOLs or Common Core. The adaptive assessment portion also features reports by standards such 

as Virginia SOLs or Common Core. 

These pre-defined reports for teachers and administrators with summary statistics are included in the 

program. Users have the ability to customize reports by controlling the time frame of the student results 

to be included in the report. For example, 700 students took the same test between Sept 2011 and Dec 

2011. You can view all of those results or choose to look at just the students who took the test from Sept 
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1st 2011 to Oct 5th 2011 if you want to isolate the student results from the beginning of the school year 

who have had less instructional time period than those results captured in December 2011. 

Grouping / Filtering: Users can also customize their reports by filtering on specific demographic data to 

examine group based performance and identify group-based gaps, such as: 

• Student Grade Level 

• Student Gender 

• Student Age 

• Student Ethnicity 

• Student Citizenship 

• Special Status (ELL/LEP, Migrant, Disability, Title 1, Meal Assistance) 

Criteria: Users can also customize their reports by including or excluding scores or score-ranges from 

their reports. For example, 700 students took the same test. The user can filter out just those students 

who scored below 32% or only include scores between 30% and 60%, etc. This allows the user to isolate 

specific results to further examine student performance within target score ranges. 

Performance Levels: Users can create custom performance bands and apply them to specific reports. 

The system allows you to select two (2) to seven (7) performance bands, name each band (i.e. 

“Proficient”, “Below Basic”, etc.), set the cut scores for each band, and select specific colors and 

patterns each band will use in online reports. This allows the user to customize how they want to 

analysis data. The system also allows the top level location controller to enforce one set of customized 

performance bands for all assessments or all assessments by subject-area, if you want all teachers to use 

a common scale for viewing reports. 

Display: Many reports provide a variety of views related to the data set selected. Table views are also 

available, and the advanced reporting tool includes bar charts, distribution charts, pie charts, box and 

whisker plots, and line graphs, as well as customizable performance bands. 

Item level statistics and item analysis of answer and distractor selection are provided in the item 

information after the first administration of the item in an assessment. 

Report and Screen-shot Examples 

The following are a few screen shots that show the graphical, user-friendly interface of Performance 

Series. The screen below was accessed by clicking the “All Subjects” link in the Summary column at the 

South Middle School level. This shows, by student, their Scaled Score, SEM, and Overall SIP Score for the 

subjects they tested. 

By clicking Allen, Kelly S. on the link from the above screen and then the Mathematics Test Scores link in 

the left column we see below - it shows Kelly S. Allen’s test history, longitudinal trend graph – displaying 

progress from each test administration, and bar graphs by overall and individual unit scores. 
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This screen is a classroom level Class Profile report. Ratings are color coded based on your choices (in 

the box on the left) and on the right the report is displaying student instructional level by skill. 

 

The reporting features and capabilities of adaptive assessment module provide individual student 

information (in a Student Report) as well as school and district-wide progress (in a Summary Report) and 

gains over time. Teachers are able to compare performance scores to state and Common Core 

Standards, national student groups and reading resources, Standards Item Pool Score, National 
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Percentile Ranking and Lexile Reading Scores, if desired. The reports can be manipulated with a few 

clicks to develop custom learning plans for each student immediately after the first assessment. In 

addition, because Performance Series in an online test, results are available so that they may impact 

instruction while the information is still relevant and can be accessed any time from any location with an 

internet connection. Performance Series helps educators show annual yearly progress by measuring 

gains on a consistent scale. Users can create groups, such as Free/Reduced Lunch, Before School/After 

School Programs, etc., to measure gains by specified groups. In addition, within the reports, the user is 

able to select students according to specified demographics, such as ethnicity, gender, etc. 

All staff members (teachers, school administrators and school level staff, district administrators and 

district level staff) can access reports by logging into the program. Access to data is controlled by the 

user’s role. Teachers can only view data for students in their classes. School staff can only view data for 

their school (school averages, classroom performance for classes in their school, and student data for 

any students in their school). District staff can only view data for their district (schools, classes, and 

students in their district). Following is a sample list of reports and a description of the types of 

educational questions each report addresses: 

• Suggested Learning Objectives: What are the next skills / objectives I should target for this 

student?  (individual skill list by strand based on ability) 

• Student Profile: Where are this student’s weaknesses that I need to strengthen?  (ability by 

strand) 

• Student Profile: Is this student making progress with the current material and instruction?  

(longitudinal trend graph) 

• Class Profile: Is my class ready for this material? (ability level in relation to skills / objectives) 

• Class Profile: How can I group my students for differentiated instruction? (ability level in relation 

to skills / objectives) 

• Gains Report: Are my after-school programs providing as much assistance as the ‘pull-out’ 

program this year?  (Gains by custom group) 

• Performance Bands: Of all students taking the test, which ones need the most help? What is the 

probability that a student will score within that band on the linked State test? 

Below, are report examples that are very beneficial to both the parent and to the teacher. The first 

report is a summary report of all students that shows what their growth target should be as well as 

some suggested skills to help focus student learning. While this example shows standards and 

projections for Illinois, it would be configured in the system setup to display Virginia and Common Core 

standards for the VDOE.  
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The following report, below, shows similar data as the previous report example, but would be 

appropriate to share with a parent or student. 

Gains Analysis Report – Compares student growth to decile targets (average growth per decile group). 

Above category displays number of students meeting targets. Far Above category displays number of 

students that show growth more than one standard deviation above their decile target. This Far Above 

categorization can be used as a Strong Growth target. 
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One version of an aggregate view follows – by grade level. This data can also be displayed by Clark-

defined grouping, perhaps one group could be called ‘At Risk’.  

 

Student view displays growth and target (average for decile group) and evaluation of growth. Above 

average can be considered as a ‘Strong’ growth target. 
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Performance Level Report 

Aggregate report displaying student performance levels, as defined by each district, by staff member. 
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Suggested Learning Objectives 

This report provides instructional next steps for each student on or off grade level, to drive remediation 

or empower enrichment. 

 

The Performance Series Suggested Learning Objectives (SLOs) for each Curriculum Alignment are shown 

in the report information in the Appendix and in the screen shot above. Given a student's Scaled Score, 

teachers can identify the collection of skills that fall within the corresponding Scaled Score range.  

 

5.3 Describe all data tools available to school division staff for the analysis of data and the creation of 

customized reports. 

GlobalScholar Response: 

 

Reports are available immediately after test administration at  the district, school, class, group, and 

individual levels for different analyses. Data comparison points can be used to understand student 

scores. Reports provide context against past performance (growth trend graph),  students within the 

district (district average), and also against the national norm (NPR) to understand relative performance 

against peers. Unit data displays performance differences to guide instruction or further analysis. The 

Suggested Learning Objectives Report provides customized view of the next objectives or skills for 

student instruction, up to grade level or enrichment skills can be provided for 1 or all units and subjects 

assessed. For Reading specifically, the Lexile Measure (purchase optional) is available to match student 

reading level to materials.  
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Functionally, Performance Series provides optional views in district reports, bar charts and distribution 

graphs, for a more visual display of aggregate data. Customization of each test’s performance bands to 

match pre-determined criteria, custom research, or GlobalScholar’s norm groupings for display on both 

individual and aggregate reports is available at both the school and district levels. Gains Analysis Report 

targets are configurable for grade level, quartile per grade, or decile per grade, to address the needed 

level of granularity. Unit level scoring is configurable to allow student scores to be displayed as 

individual unit estimates or as item pool alignment comparisons. For parents or student goal setting, a 

variety of Profile Templates are selectable for individual reporting, with varying layouts and score listings 

including an option in Spanish.  
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Exceptions to Terms and Conditions 

GlobalScholar, Inc. (“Contractor” or “GlobalScholar”), as part of its response to the Commonwealth of 

Virginia’s Department of Education (the “VDOE”) request for proposal for Student Growth Assessments 

(“RFP”), submits the following exceptions and/or additions to the Terms contained in the RFP. 

GlobalScholar understands that the terms of the final agreement may be the subject of further 

negotiations between VDOE and GlobalScholar in the event that VDOE awards GlobalScholar a contract 

pursuant to the RFP. GlobalScholar is attaching its Terms of Use (User Agreement) that contains suitable 

provisions for the services and products we are proposing. 

General Terms and Conditions 

J. Payment. The parties agree that the local LEA’s agree to pay Contractor subscription fees for use of 

the Assessment System based upon the number of student Users expect to use the Assessment System 

within one (1) year of the date of award, or such other term as set forth therein (the “Term”). 

Subscription fees will be invoiced and are payable in advance of the initial and each renewal Term. Prior 

to the expiration of the initial subscription Term and any renewal Term, Contractor may invoice LEA’s for 

applicable renewal subscription fees for use of the Assessment System for the subsequent one (1) year 

renewal Term 

M. Testing and Inspection. The parties agree that unless otherwise defined in the Agreement, the 

effective date of your initial annual subscription Term means the first day of the month in which the 

Assessment System is initially available for you to access and use (whether or not you are actively using 

the Assessment System).  

M. Assignment of Contract. The parties agree that Contractor may assign or otherwise transfer this 

Agreement, without obtaining VDOE’s consent to (i) an affiliate of Contractor, or (ii) a third party that 

acquires all or substantially all of Contractor’s assets, whether via merger, reorganization, consolidation 

or otherwise, providing the assignee agrees to fully comply with the terms and conditions contained in 

this Agreement. 

Special Terms and Conditions 

4. Cancellation of Contract. The parties agree that the Contractor shall be paid for all materials or 

services delivered pursuant to the Contract prior to the effective termination date 

 

Please refer to Appendix H: Sample Master Agreement for more details. 
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Appendices 

The following pages contain the following GlobalScholar Appendices as referenced throughout our 

response: 

1. Appendix A: Proctor Administration Guide 

2. Appendix B: VA Standards of Learning Reports 

3. Appendix C: Client A PS_EXPLORE Linking Study Report 

4. Appendix C: ClientA_ISAT_CV Study_Spring 2011_110719 

5. Appendix C: Colorado Predictability Study_Fall 2009_Rev 

6. Appendix D: Client-Specified DIF Analysis on Math Pool Fall 2008_rev 

7. Appendix D: Client-Specified DIF Analysis on Reading Pool Fall 2008_rev 

8. Appendix D: GlobalScholar-Scantron Item-Passage-Bias Guidelines 

9. Appendix E: Performance Series Technical Requirements 

10. Appendix F: Performance Series Technical Report (on CD-Rom included in bid package due to size) 

11. Appendix G: Performance Series Sample Reports 

12. Appendix H: Sample Master Agreement 
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