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For Immediate Release:	July 17, 2020

State Superintendent Announces Application Window for Additional CARES Act Funds

RICHMOND — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane announced today that the Virginia Department of Education is now accepting applications from school divisions for additional funding from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, also known as the CARES Act.

The additional federal money to help schools cover COVID-19-related costs is from two relief funds established by the act: the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund and the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund. 

In May, VDOE received approximately $238.6 million from the ESSER Fund. The department distributed 90% of the award directly to school divisions. From the ESSER funds reserved for state-level programs and activities, VDOE will award $17.75 million to school divisions through formula-based and competitive grants to support the following programs and activities:
· Special education services and supports;
· School-based mental health services and supports;
· Social-emotional screening;
· Summer academic academies;
· Instructional delivery supports;
· Cleaning/sanitizing supplies for schools and school buses; and
· Facilities upgrades and protective equipment.

Virginia received $43.39 million from the GEER Fund to address pandemic-related elementary and secondary education costs. VDOE will award $21 million of this to school divisions through formula-based and competitive grants to support school nutrition operations and virtual instruction for students in need of devices and broadband access.

School divisions received a consolidated application for ESSER and GEER state set-aside funding earlier this week. The due date for divisions to submit completed applications is August 14, 2020. 

In announcing the window for applications, the state superintendent called on Congress to include additional federal support for public schools in the next coronavirus relief package. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]"Virginia's 132 school divisions are still formulating their reopening plans and we will continue to assess the financial impacts of COVID-19 on the commonwealth’s schools,” Lane said. “One thing already is clear though: Our schools will need federal support beyond the $282 million the commonwealth received under the CARES Act to reopen safely and respond to the spikes that will inevitably occur during the year."
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