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Contact: 	Charles B. Pyle, Director of Media Relations (804) 371-2420 

Virginia 365 Project Recognizes Efforts 
to End Childhood Hunger and Food Insecurity 

RICHMOND, Va. — Former Virginia First Lady Dorothy McAuliffe headlined a celebration in Bristol today to mark the conclusion of the Virginia 365 Project, a three-year initiative launched in 2016 to combat childhood hunger in eight Southwest Virginia school divisions and in the city of Richmond. 

The initiative included innovative models for combating childhood hunger and food insecurity. The models included three school meals a day during the school year, food backpacks for weekends and extended breaks, nutrition education classes for families, and electronic benefit transfer cards for qualifying families to purchase food during the summer.

“The Virginia 365 Project has been an unprecedented collaborative effort to transform schools into nutrition hubs, providing children with the wholesome food they need to achieve and thrive in and out of the classroom,” McAuliffe said. “I am grateful to our partners who made this project possible and who will continue in their efforts to end childhood hunger and food insecurity in Virginia.”

The Virginia 365 Project was funded with an $8.8 million demonstration grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and managed by the Virginia Department of Education’s Office of School Nutrition. 

During the course of the project, the following milestones were achieved:
· 18,196 weekend food backpacks were provided (10,320 in Richmond and 7,876 in Southwest Virginia) to children in participating schools
· 20,225 children received food during the summer months through EBT cards (8,115 in Richmond and 12,110 in Southwest Virginia)
· $1,328,425 in food purchases were made by families provided with EBT cards 

An external evaluation of the project concluded that childhood food insecurity was reduced for participating children most at risk of hunger.

“Hunger impacts learning and student outcomes,” Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane said. “What we have learned since 2016 through the Virginia 365 Project is that schools working in partnership with other agencies and partners in the private and non-profit sectors can make a difference.” 

The celebration at the Bristol Public Schools administration office included recognition of administrators, teachers and school nutrition professionals from the school divisions that participated in the Virginia 365 Project, which included Bristol, Buchanan County, Galax, Grayson County, Lee County, Richmond, Scott County, Smyth County and Tazewell County.

[bookmark: _GoBack](more)

The following government, private sector and non-profit partners also were recognized during the event for their contributions to the Virginia 365 Project: Feeding America Southwest Virginia, FeedMore, Food City, Share our Strength, Southeast Daily Industry Association, the Virginia Department of Health, the Virginia Department of Social Services, the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth, and the Virginia Cooperative Extension.
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