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For Immediate Release: 	October 30, 2019

Contact:			Charles B. Pyle, Director of Media Relations, (804) 371-2420

2019 NAEP Results Underscore Importance
of Boosting Reading Instruction and Equity

RICHMOND — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane said today that the performance of Virginia students on the 2019 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) underscores the importance of strengthening reading instruction and increasing equity in the commonwealth’s elementary and middle schools.

The average reading scores of Virginia fourth- and eighth-grade students on the national tests fell by four and six points, respectively. The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), which administers the assessment program, described the declines in both grades as statistically significant.

“The latest NAEP results — coupled with the declines we have seen during the last several years on our state reading tests — underscore the importance of the efforts already underway at the state and local levels to strengthen reading instruction for all students,” Lane said. “Grade-level proficiency must be the goal for every student, and every school must provide research-based reading instruction that includes rich and challenging content. But we must also recognize that Virginia’s schools are enrolling increasing numbers of students whose learning is impacted by poverty and trauma. I believe that any strategy to raise achievement in reading must address this challenge and include equitable supports and services for all of the students who need them. This includes — but is not limited to — recruiting and retaining high-quality teachers, equipping our teachers to serve a changing student population and providing the supports our students need to succeed.”
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The national tests in reading and mathematics — also known as the Nation’s Report Card — are taken every two years by representative samples of fourth- and eighth-grade students in each state and nationwide. 

(more) 

The reading tests are scored on a scale of 0-500. The benchmark score for proficiency is 238 on the grade-4 test, and 281 on the grade-8 assessment. Proficiency on the tests is defined as “solid academic performance…over challenging subject matter, including subject-matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world situations, and analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter.”

Thirty-eight percent of Virginia fourth graders met or exceeded the benchmark for reading proficiency on the 2019 test, compared with 43 percent in 2017. The percentage of eighth graders meeting or exceeding the benchmark also declined, with 33 percent performing at the proficient or advanced level in 2019, compared with 37 percent in 2017. 
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Virginia is one of 17 states that saw declines in performance in fourth-grade reading and one of 31 states that saw declines in eighth-grade. Reading performance nationwide was also down in both grades.

“Virginia has high standards for reading and a nationally recognized online state assessment system to measure achievement and hold schools accountable for student learning,” Lane said. “These latest national assessment results make it clear that, given the significant changes that have occurred in our schools over the last decade, we must do more to support young learners who are struggling to attain grade-level proficiency in reading.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Earlier this month, Lane communicated with all 132 school divisions about the urgency of improving reading instruction in light of recent declines in student achievement on state reading tests. His October 18 memorandum to division superintendents emphasized the importance of daily reading and included information about instructional best practices and resources to help school divisions implement the 2017 English Standards of Learning.

“While it is important to meet each child where he or she is instructionally, all students must read text at or above their grade-level daily to maximize their growth,” Lane said. “Specific strategies — including multisensory reading instruction — are necessary for students with particular needs.”
 
At its October 17 meeting, the state Board of Education proposed new Standards of Quality for the commonwealth's public schools that include increased funding for reading specialists and the creation of an "equity fund" that would provide an additional $131.9 million in state support for schools serving significant numbers of children in poverty.  Distributions from the fund would support school division efforts to recruit and retain experienced and effective teachers and other professional staff in high-poverty schools and provide additional intervention and remediation services for students. The proposed standards will be presented to Governor Ralph Northam and the 2020 General Assembly. 

(more)


The performance of Virginia fourth- and eighth-grade students in mathematics on the 2019 tests was flat compared with achievement in 2017. The slight declines in average scores and in the percentage of students meeting or exceeding the proficiency benchmarks were not statistically significant according to NCES.
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The 2019 NAEP sampling of Virginia students included approximately 4,600 fourth-grade students and approximately 4,300 eighth graders. 

NAEP results are not reported for school divisions or for individual schools.
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