


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

For Immediate Release: 	October 24, 2019

Contact:			Charles B. Pyle, Media Relations, (804) 371-2420

State Superintendent Congratulates 
Math and Science Award Winners

RICHMOND — Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane is congratulating four Virginia teachers who were among 215 educators recognized this month by the White House and the National Science Foundation with the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. The award — regarded as the nation’s top honor for mathematics and science teachers – recognizes innovative math and science educators who develop and implement high-quality instructional programs that improve student learning.

Melissa Follin, a third-grade teacher at Old Donation School in Virginia Beach, earned the award for excellence in elementary mathematics instruction. William Daly, an Algebra II, Trigonometry and Mathematics Analysis teacher at Albemarle High School in Albemarle County, earned the award for secondary mathematics instruction. 

LoriAnn Pawlik, an assistant principal at Kerrydale Elementary and former STEM teacher at Penn Elementary — both in Prince William County — earned the award for excellence in elementary science instruction. Dianna McDowell, an Earth Science teacher at Old Donation School, earned the award for excellence in secondary science instruction.

“I look forward to personally congratulating these amazing educators for their dedication to excellence in teaching and the passion for learning they take to their classrooms every day,” Lane said. “They are experts in the content they teach, and engage their students through authentic, real-world learning experiences and projects that include Virginia’s Five C’s: critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration and citizenship.”

Daly and McDowell were among the Virginia state finalists nominated for the awards by review committees convened by the Virginia Department of Education in 2017. Follin and Pawlick were nominated through the same process in 2018.

Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching nominees must provide evidence of content mastery, exemplary pedagogical skills, effective use of assessments to improve student learning, commitment to life-long learning and educational leadership outside the classroom.

All four teachers will each receive a $10,000 unrestricted award from the National Science Foundation, a presidential certificate, and a trip to the nation’s capital for a series of recognition events and professional development activities.
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