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Shenandoah County Agriculture Educator
Is 2015 Virginia Teacher of the Year

Jaclyn M. Roller Ryan, an agricultural education teacher at Signal Knob Middle School in Shenandoah
County was named 2015 Virginia Teacher of the Year Friday evening in Richmond. Ryan was selected
from eight Virginia Regional Teachers of the Year announced in September. She will be the
commonwealth’s nominee in the Council of Chief State School Officers’ National Teacher of the Year
Program.

The other seven 2015 Regional Teachers of the Year are as follows:

e Tara L. Brunyansky, a chemistry teacher at James River High in Chesterfield County (Region 1)

e Bevin K. Reinen, a first-grade teacher at Three Oaks Elementary in Virginia Beach (Region 2)

¢ Jennifer H. Worrell, a fourth-grade language arts teacher at Petsworth Elementary in Gloucester
County (Region 3)

e Gerin E. Martin, an early childhood special education teacher at Hutcherson Early Learning
Program in Lynchburg (Region 5)

o Matthew T. Newton, a grades 3-5 special education teacher at Fishburn Park Elementary in
Roanoke (Region 6)

e Mark T. Merz, a pre-kindergarten teacher at Oak Point Elementary in Smyth County (Region 7)

e Kelly S. Jones, a World History and Sociology teacher at Greensville County High in Greensville
County (Region 8).

Ryan, the Region 4 teacher, was selected after being interviewed by a committee that included
representatives of professional and educational associations, the business community and 2014 Virginia
Teacher of the Year and 2014 National Teacher of the Year finalist Melissa A. Porfirio of Fairfax.

The 2015 National Teacher of the Year will be announced next spring at a White House ceremony. Two
previous Virginia teachers — B. Philip Bigler, the 1998 Virginia Teacher of the Year, and Mary V.
Bicouvaris, the 1989 Virginia Teacher of the Year — went on to be named as a National Teacher of the
Year.

As the 2015 Virginia Teacher of the Year, Roller received a $5,000 award and a commemorative ring
from the Apple Federal Credit Union Education Foundation; a $2,500 award from Richmond law firm
Allen, Allen, Allen & Allen; a classroom technology package from Smart Technologies ULC; a travel
package from EF Education First; educational opportunities from several public and private colleges and
universities; flowers from Coleman Brothers Flowers Inc.; an engraved plaque from Bunkie Trinite
Trophies Inc.; a gift basket from C.F. Sauer Company; a gift from Blue Bell Creameries; and an engraved
crystal apple.
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