Project PROMISE

Ways to Use the Differentiation and Extension Activities

The differentiation and extension activities are provided to supplement the main activities in the curriculum.  Although they are not a required part of the lessons, they can be very effective in a number of ways. They may be used as independent activities, whole group activities, or as cluster group activities.  Teachers may want to use them when:

· Students are very interested in the topic and want to continue their investigations.

· Some students have more advanced skills and can work independently or in a small group on the additional activities.

· A student has very advanced skills in a particular area (computers, reading/research, writing, art, or…) and the extension activity provides an opportunity for that student to use those skills effectively.

· The extension activity provides needed skills in a co-curricular area (students need additional work in writing, or…)

· Some students have not yet demonstrated a clear understanding of the topic and need further opportunities for investigation.

· The teacher has a few minutes during the day to generate some extra excitement and understanding of the topic.

