Preparing a Classroom Compost Bin
Composting in your classroom is easy, and you will be surprised at how little mess and odor there is.   You will need a large plastic container with a lid, soil to fill it, and some foam rubber to help keep the soil inside. You will need to allow air to circulate through the soil, and earthworms will aid decomposition.  

Step One:  To allow air to get into the soil, start by creating air holes in the bin.  These may easily be drilled using a household electric drill or a sharp object.  Use caution, though, if you use force, such as making holes with a hammer and nail, as you may break the bin.  If you are using a 15 gallon bin, drill at least 25-30 holes in the bottom.  Drill occasional holes along the long sides as well, about an inch below the lid.  You may want to hot glue small wooden blocks or thick washers to serve as feet onto the bottom corners of the bin, as well. 
Step Two:  Cut a thin piece of foam rubber to fit the bottom of the bin.  It should be slightly larger than the bottom, so that it curves up slightly at the edges.  The foam rubber should be about ¼ inch thick.  It may be obtained at most fabric stores.  

Step Three:  Fill the bin with soil.  Regular potting or topsoil may be used.  The bin should be filled about ¾ of the way to the top.  To reduce the amount of soil needed, you may want to stir shredded, moistened newspaper into the soil before filling the bin.  Mix the soil in a bucket, moistening well, before placing it in the bin.  Soil should be damp overall, but not dripping moisture.
Step Four: Bury food scraps in the soil.  It is best to avoid meat and meat products.  Fruits, vegetables and grain products will create less odor and will be less likely to draw pests. Also, washing the skin of any fruit before burying it will remove fruit fly eggs.
Step Five:  Release earthworms into the soil.  About 1000 worms can live in a 15 gallon bin.  Use red wigglers, which can be obtained from science supply companies, such as Insect Lore or Carolina Biological, and various other suppliers that can be found on the internet. 
Step Six: Moisten soil regularly with a spray bottle.  Earthworms need a considerable amount of water to breathe, but cannot be submerged in water.  The holes in the bottom of the bin will help to release any excess.  The lid may be placed under the bin for moving or to catch dripping water.  
Tips:  Keep your compost bin out of strong sunlight.  Worms prefer the dark. If you are keeping it out of doors, be sure to bring it in when it is below 40 or above 90 degrees.   At the end of the school year, release soil and worms out of doors, rinse the bin and the foam rubber, and you will be ready to begin again in the fall.
