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Miller’s Pond Problem Statement

“Here it is, the first day of school and it is finally raining”, your mother says, “and it is really coming down hard!  Imagine, a whole summer with no rain at all, and then rain on the first day of school!”  

Today you start first grade and you can hardly contain your excitement when your mother drops you off at the front door of Center School.  It seems like just yesterday when you were in kindergarten!  Your favorite spot in the entire school was the wonderful little pond called Miller’s Pond that was right outside the kindergarten hall.  You rush down the hall today, hoping to get a glance at your pond as you find your new classroom and your new teacher, Mrs. Mudd.  You spot her classroom door and rush in.  Mrs. Mudd gives you a warm smile of welcome and warns you- “Watch your step!  We had a mudslide last night!”

As you look around your new classroom, you cannot believe your eyes.  Mud is everywhere, but especially by the door to the playground.  The custodians are mopping furiously, but the mud just keeps pouring under the door.  “I hope Miller’s Pond isn’t flooded” you think, and try to peek out the classroom window at the pond.  At that very moment your friend Sandy comes in from the bus drop off.  “You should see all of the mud there!” she exclaims.  

“Did you get a look at Miller’s Pond?” you ask Sandy.

“You can’t see it from the new bus drop-off, but I checked it yesterday, and something is wrong!  It doesn’t look like it did last spring.”

“Why is mud coming through your door, Mrs. Mudd?” you ask, “and what is wrong with Miller’s Pond?”

“I don’t know”, says Mrs. Mudd, “but we will make that problem our first project in first grade.  We need to figure out where all of this mud is coming from, and why Miller’s pond looks so different.”


“Oh, boy!” your friend Sandy exclaims, “That means some of Mrs. Mudd’s famous science experiments!”

