The Coins and the Room


Once upon a time, a grandfather wanted to see how clever his grandchildren could be, so he gave them a problem to solve.  He told them that whoever could find the best solution to the problem would win a great prize.


The grandfather gave each of his grandchildren three dollars and told them to go buy something that would fill up an entire room.  The first grandchild tried to buy some very cheap rocks, but three dollars’ worth of rocks still did not fill up the room.  The second grandchild tried to buy a hose with running water to fill up the room like a swimming pool, but the water just kept running out under the door.  The third grandchild kept thinking and thinking, and finally came up with a very clever idea.


How did that grandchild fill up the room?
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Stop!!  Don’t peek at the answer until you and your students have thought about this for quite a while!

[Adapted from an old folk tale]
	The traditional solution: 

Buy a candle and a match and fill the room with light.

There are many other clever solutions, such as buying a firecracker to fill the room with noise. 

 Keep thinking! 
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