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Center School Problem Statement

Today you start your first day of first grade.  It has been raining all week, and it is still raining hard.  You are very excited to be going back to school to see your friends and learn new things.  


When you get to school, you notice that there is mud all over the parking lot where the bus drops you off.  The mud is so deep in some places that you can’t even walk through it, and it looks like even more mud is coming down the hill beside the school.  


Last year there were trees and grass on the hill beside the school.  Now there is a new road there, and the trees have been cut down to make room for the road.  The side of the hill looks brown and bare.  There are some rocks and weeds, but the green grass and trees are gone.


You scrape the mud off of your shoes and go inside to find your teacher.  She says, “We have to figure out where all of this mud is coming from!  Can you help us?”
