Mrs. E’s Picky Rules

When you review your graded paper, you will see numbers that correspond to my “picky rules.” Use these picky rules as a guide for your revision. Complete the editing log attached to your essay.

1. Faulty Paragraph Construction – Your paragraph has one or more of the following problems: 
(A) no topic sentence that indicates what the paragraph is about; 
(B) not developed – your paragraph has no supporting details that are relevant to your topic sentence; 
(C) there should be no page-length paragraphs.

2. Word Choice – (A) Avoid abstract words like “things.”  If something has a name, use its name.  Instead of “flower” say “Geranium” or “rose.” 
(B) Redundancy – You are repeating the same phrase or idea that you have already stated. Be sure to state clearly and concisely your idea without repeating the same thing over and over. 
(C) Avoid wordy phrases and clichés like “I feel,” “I think,” and “In today’s society…”  Avoid tired similes like “busy as a bee” and “sweet as honey.”  
(D) Slang - Avoid words that are fine for conversational drafts, but too informal for a grade-ready draft, like “laid back” (he is relaxed or mellow) or “hang out” (we gather or meet.)

3. Sentence Structure – (A) Avoid too many short choppy sentences.  Use transition words to combine short sentences. 
(B) Faulty Parallel Construction – Your sentence lacks parallel construction and needs to be reworded. For example: Don’t say: The French, the Italians, Spanish, and Portuguese; say: The French, the Italians, the Spanish, and the Portuguese. Don’t say: In spring, summer, or in winter; say: In spring, summer, or winter or say: In spring, in summer, or in winter. Don’t say: It was both a long ceremony and very tedious; say: The ceremony was both long and tedious.
4. Incorrect Comma Usage – (A) Remove unnecessary commas.                                         (B) Your sentence contains one or more comma splices (joining two sentences with a comma). Ex: Incorrect “My portfolio received an A, all that hard work paid off.”   Correction: “My portfolio received an A; all that hard work paid off.”  
5. Missing Commas – Your sentence is missing one or more commas in the following:      (A) Elements in a series.                                                                                                           (B) Coordinating conjunction (and, but, for, nor, yet, or, so).                                                  (C) Introductory elements                                                                                                         (D) Parenthetical Elements including an absolute phrase; an interjection, an addressed person's name; and coordinate adjectives. 
6. Incorrect Comma Usage in Quotations - Use a comma to set off quoted elements. Generally,   use a comma to separate quoted material from the rest of the sentence that explains or introduces the quotation: "The question is," said Alice, "whether you can make words mean so many things." 
7. Sentence Length – (A.) Sentence fragments (missing a subject or verb.)  Ex: “That building is showing its age.  Not being used.”  Correction:  “The building, which is not being used, is showing its age.”                                                                                                                  (B) Run-on/fused sentence You run two or more sentences together without punctuation
8. Verb usage – (A) Subject-verb agreement.  Subjects must agree with verbs in number and person.                                                                                                                                       (B) Verb endings and verb forms. Example: I seen the wreck. Correction: I saw the wreck.                                        (C) Sudden shifts in past to present or present to past tense for no reason.  Ex:  “When we arrived at the campsite, John says something is strange.”  Correction: “When we arrived at the campsite, John said, ‘Something is strange.’”  Or “We arrived at the campsite.  ‘Something is strange,’ John said.”
9. Spelling – The sentence contains a misspelled word or a word that is spelled correctly but used incorrectly, such as their when it should be there, or it’s when it should be its.
10. MLA Style Format – Your paper is formatted incorrectly in one or more of the following areas: heading; margins; font size; blue or black ink; page numbering; double spaced.
11. Pronoun-antecedent disagreement.  Ex: “When a student misses more than five classes, their grade will be affected.”  Correction:  When a student misses more than five classes, his or her grade will be affected.”  Or “When students miss more than five classes, their grades will be affected.”

