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Writer’s Workshop 
Topic:  Essay Components

	Lesson Focus

	9.6 The student will develop narrative, expository, and persuasive writings for a variety of audiences and purposes.
	a) Generate, gather, and organize ideas for writing.
	b) Plan and organize writing to address a specific audience and purpose.
	c) Communicate clearly the purpose of the writing using a thesis statement where appropriate.
	d) Write clear, varied sentences using specific vocabulary and information.
	e) Elaborate ideas clearly through word choice and vivid description.
	f) Arrange paragraphs into a logical progression.
	g) Use transitions between paragraphs and ideas.
	h) Revise writing for clarity of content, accuracy and depth of information.
	i) Use computer technology to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish writing.

	Essential Understandings
	Essential Knowledge, Skills, and Processes

	· Understand that the function of a thesis statement is to focus on the purpose of writing
	· Write using a clear, focused thesis that addresses the purpose for writing.
· Provide an engaging introduction and a clear thesis statement that introduces the information presented.
· Develop the topic with appropriate information, details, and examples
· Revise writing for clarity, content, depth of information, and intended audience and purpose



[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson Objective: The student will examine a sample essay for the major components of a written response. The student will then use this information as part of the writing process.

Key Vocabulary/Concepts:  Thesis, Main Ideas, Supporting Details, Audience, Purpose

Procedures:

I. Warm Up: 
A. Journal
1. Students will respond individually to the following writing prompt: What are the components of an essay?  Describe each one. How do they work together?
B. Discussion
1. Students will discuss in small groups of 4-5.
2. Each group will share out one component of an essay, describing the component and its placement
II. Exploration-Exercise will be displayed on Promethian Board (PB) so that students can annotate essay during whole class discussion.
A. Vocabulary Review
1. In class discussion, review the following terms: thesis, main ideas, supporting details
B. Essay Exploration
1. Distribute sample essay writing prompt and essay (Handout A).
2. Review directions
3. Individually, students will complete activity following directions on handout. (15 mins)
4. In small groups (4-5), students will share responses, comparing and contrasting. (5 mins)
5. Each group will share out their findings, supporting answers with text from the essay by one member annotating essay displayed on PB.
C. Writing Prompt Dissection 
1. Guided Practice A
a) Display Writing Prompt 1 (Display A)
b) Discuss as class steps in planning and organizing a response
1) Identify the question the prompt is asking
2) Write thesis statement
3) Plan supporting ideas
a) ROSE strategy
b) Select Main ideas to use
c) Decide on order
2. Guided Practice B
a) Distribute Practice Writing Prompt 2. (Handout B)
b) Working in pairs, students will complete the following:
1) Identify the question that the prompt is asking.
2) Write a working thesis statement.
3) Complete ROSE graphic organizer
a) List 3-4 possibilities under each letter
b) Select two to three examples to use
c) Identify which examples will appear in what order
d) Make notes about the examples for use in essay
c) Individually, students will write an essay in response to the Practice Writing Prompt 2. (Complete for homework).
3. Guided Practice C-Students will use essays written for homework to complete the following
a) Working in pairs from previous exercise, students will exchange papers.
b) Students will apply analytic strategy from Handout A to their partner’s essay.
c) Once annotations are finished, essays will be returned to owners and owners will do the following:
1) Review comments and respond with additional comments and/or questions.
2) Discuss with partner, seeking clarification as necessary.
d) Students will then write a reflection that answers the following: (Teacher will review essay, peer and self comments, and reflections to offer additional guidance.)
1) What revisions need to be made?
2) What questions do you have?
4. Independent Practice
a) Distribute Writing Prompt 3 (Handout C).
b) Repeat all procedures from above.


(Please email Christina Frierman at Christina.Frierman@vbschools.com for digital versions of handouts.  Writing Prompts and sample essays can be found at College Board.com)



Sample Essay (Handout A)
Directions: Read the writing prompt and the essay below.  Highlight the following:
	Green: Thesis
	Yellow: Each main idea used to support the thesis
	3rd color: Each supporting detail
Be prepared to defend your answers.
Writing Prompt: Do memories hinder or help people in their effort to learn from the past and succeed in the present? Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations.
Student Response
Memories act as both a help and a hindrance to the success of someone. Many people advise you to learn from the past and apply those memories so that you can effectively succeed by avoiding repeating your past mistakes. On the other hand, people who get too caught up with the past are unable to move on to the future.
Elie Wiesel's memoir Night perfectly exemplifies the double nature of memories. Wiesel, a Jewish man, suffered heavily throughout the Holocaust and Night is rife with horrific descriptions of his experience. These memories help to spread the view of what life was like. Through recounting these memories, Wiesel is able to educate world readers about the atrocities committed in hopes that the same blatant violations of human rights are never repeated again. Through reliving the Holocaust through his writing, Wiesel was inspired to become proactive in the battle for civil rights. Some would point to his peaceful actions and the sales of his book and label him a success.
Despite the importance of recounting such memories, Wiesel acknowledges the damage that memories can also cause. Following his liberation from the Auschwitz concentration camp, Wiesel was a bitter, jaded man. He could not even write Night until several years later. The end of the novel describes Wiesel's gradual but absolute loss of faith throughout the experience. His past experiences haunted him for several years, rendering him passive. It was not until he set aside his past that he could even focus on the future. Had he remained so consumed with the pain and damage caused in the past, he may never have achieved the success that he has attained.
Overall, Wiesel's experiences exemplify the importance of the past as a guide. Wiesel's past experiences helped to guide him in later life, but it was not until he pushed them aside that he could move on. To me this means that you should rely on your past without letting it control you. Allow your past to act as a guide, while making sure that you are also living in the present and looking to the future.
	
Writing Prompt 1 (Display A)
The old saying, “be careful what you wish for,” may be an appropriate warning.  The drive to achieve a particular goal can dangerously narrow one’s perspective and encourage the fantasy that success in one endeavor will solve all of life’s difficulties.  In fact, success can sometimes have unexpected consequences.  Those who propel themselves toward the achievement of one goal often find that their lives are worse one “success” is achieved than they were before.
Assignment: 	Can success be disastrous?  Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue.  Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your readings, observations, studies, or experiences.


Writing Prompt 2 (Handout B)

Technology promises to make our lives easier, freeing up time for leisure pursuits.  But the rapid pace of technological innovation and the split second processing capabilities of computers that can work virtually nonstop have made all of us feel rushed.  We have adopted the relentless pace of the very machines that were supposed to simply our lives, with the result that, whether at work or play, people do not feel like their lives have changed for the better.
Adapted from Karen Finucan, “Life in the Fast Lane”
Assignment: 	Do changes that make our lives easier not necessarily make them better?  Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue.  Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your readings, observations, studies, or experiences.


Writing Prompt 3 (Handout C)

Friends are an important part of life. They make us smile, feel good and laugh. However, the famed actress Marlene Dietrich once said, "It's the friends you can call up at 4 a.m. in the morning that really matter." John Collins echoed the same sentiment when he pronounced, "It's in adversity that we know our genuine friends."
          Maybe friends only show their true color when times are tough?
 
Assignment: How do you feel about the idea that real friendship can only be truly revealed during troubled times in a person's life? Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations.
 
R-O-S-E Brainstorming Strategy
	Thesis: 






	R-Readings
(What stories, news articles, magazine articles, novels have you read that would support your thesis?)
	O-Observations
(What have you observed-events, people’s actions, etc.-that you can use to support your thesis?)
	S-Studies
(What have you studied-other subjects in or out of school-that you can use to support your thesis?)
	E-Experiences
(What have you experienced yourself that you can use to support your thesis?)

	
	
	
	


Notes: 
