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The Writing Process
Generating Ideas:  Good writers generate ideas for topics by writing down topics that relate to the writing task, as well as considering the audience (readers) and what readers would want/need to know about the selected topic.  They also share their ideas with a partner or the class to gather more ideas.
Prewriting:  Good writers use various strategies for organizing information they are going to write about, including thinking, drawing pictures, using graphic organizers (such as webs (clustering), flow charts (sequence), compare/contrast diagrams), outlining, and listing.  They include details, considering audience, purpose, and answer any questions they think need to be answered.  Again, sharing their ideas with a partner, teacher, or class provides additional ideas.
Drafting:  Good writers compose their ideas into organized, written thoughts.  If writing on paper, using lined paper and skipping every other line is helpful when students reach the revising and editing stages.  
Revising:  Good writers reread and revisit their writing to improve it.  They consider how to stretch their ideas by expanding (telling more) and extending (providing examples) them.  They use the ARMS (Faigley and Witte, 1981) technique:  Add words and information, Remove words or information, Move words or sentences, and Substitute words or sentences.  Reading drafts aloud to themselves, to a partner, or a teacher can help a writer address anything that needs to be clarified or rewritten for clarity.
	This is the stage that generally creates the most resistance from students in grades 1-5, as it requires the most work.
Editing:  Good writers “clean up” their punctuation, spelling, and grammar in this step.  This step happens only after all other steps have happened.  Having an editing checklist and anchor chart with grade appropriate, previously taught mechanics is helpful during this step.  
Sharing/Publishing:  The writing process is not complete until this happens.  Publishing is just putting writing into its final form, but also sharing it with others.  Sharing gives students an audience.  By doing this, students begin to think of themselves as writers and authors.  Sharing is engaging, promotes ownership, and motivates writers to write more, so the process becomes cyclical. 

Keep in mind:  “There is no one process that defines the way all writers write. Writing is a recursive process in which the writer considers purpose and audience while shifting back and forth to find and develop ideas and clarify thinking in order to produce the strongest, clearest meaning through intentional revision and editing. Different writers use different
processes and composing styles to develop their pieces of writing.”  (Rief, 2006)
Strategies and Ideas for each step of The Writing Process
Generating Ideas –
A.  Divide page into 2 columns.   Column 1:  Make a list of things you really like.  Column 2:  Make a list of things you really dislike.  Discuss list with  partners, in small groups, or with the whole class.  Lists can be added onto, revised periodically. (Peha, 1996)
B. Questions to ask that generate interesting topics: (Peha, 1996)
Something you feel strongly about
Something you know a lot about
Something you can describe with vivid details
Something your audience will think is interesting to read about.  Did they learn something?  Was it entertaining?
Prewriting – 
A. Quickwriting – writing down all information about a topic in a predetermined amount of minutes
B. Drawing a picture and adding words to describe
C. Graphic organizers, such as webs, to help students write details about their topic
Drafting – 
Give students an opportunity to tell their story to a classmate before writing.  Talking through the writing often helps writers to organize and clarify their thinking.
Revising – 
Teachers can help students in this process by using the Compliment/Question technique.  Teachers compliment specific strengths in the piece of writing, and then ask questions that would strengthen the piece.  Example:
COMPLIMENTS:  						QUESTIONS:
I like the way you explained/I like the part when…		Could you add more details to this part?
You really got me interested in this piece by…			Could you tell me more about…?
 
Peer editing can also be taught to students.  The PQP Peer Editing Technique (Cecil, 2007) has students Praise something about the writing, Question a part that was unclear, and help the writer Polish it by making suggestions that would make the writing better.

 Editing – 
Create an Editor’s Checklist anchor chart that is displayed prominently in the room.  Each time an important skill is taught, it can be added to the checklist and students are held accountable for it.  For example, making sure that sentences begin with a capital letter may be on the list at the beginning of the year, while making sure that proper nouns are capitalized may be added later.
Writers can be given an Editor’s Checklist to use when editing their work, and peers can be taught to edit another student’s work, as well.

Sharing/Publishing – 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The “Author’s Chair,” a term coined by Donald Graves and byJane Hansen (1983) of UVa and the Central Virginia Writing Project, is a place where writers are given “the floor” to read their writing to others, and their writing is honored.  Students who would like to share bring their writing to a whole group area and read their work, and answer any questions that the audience may have.

What does a writing lesson look like?
Four Basic Components:
1. Focus Lesson
2. Modeling by Teacher
3. Independent Writing Time/Conferencing with teacher
4. Publishing/Sharing

What is a Focus Lesson?
Also called:  mini-lessons
Who:  Most often, a whole group learning experience
Why:  To provide students with direct teaching and modeling of a procedure, strategy, genre, or skill 
What:  Often includes collaborative practice of focus strategy/skill so that students gain confidence about how to incorporate it into their own writing (including “sharing the pen” with young students)
When:  5 – 15 minutes for elementary students, 3 – 5 times weekly

Anchor Charts
Anchor charts can be a powerful tool in writing.  They can remind writers how to create specific genres, review the steps in revising and editing, or display the most important points to remember about a particular concept or strategy.
Anchor charts:
· Are created by students and the teacher collaboratively
· Focus on a single strategy, skill, concept, or genre
· Use language that students understand
· Include information that students at that level can understand (i.e., pictures/few words on a K-1 chart)
· Are displayed prominently in the classroom
· Are “anchors” for current understandings
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Focus Lessons by Grade Level

Examples of Kindergarten Focus Lessons:
Different types of “writing” (scribbles, letter strings, phonetic writing)
The difference between a drawing and a picture
Thinking of an idea
Writing from left to right
Each written word represents a spoken word
Hearing and recording sounds in words – saying words slowly
Using spaces
Attending to letter formation
Writing a simple message

Examples of 1st and 2nd grade Focus Lessons:
Generating ideas
Using various graphic organizers
Writing a draft, focusing on one topic
Revising a draft, looking at specific elements (ARMS:  add, remove, move, and substitute)
Editing a draft, looking at specific elements
Writing in each genre (narrative, informational, functional, poetry)
Using technology to write	
Sharing writing with others

Examples of 3rd grade Focus Lessons:
Generating ideas				Elements of grammar (SOL 3.10)
Using graphic organizers to prewrite		Using technology to write
Writing a draft					Identifying audience/purpose
Informational writing				Poetry
Narrative writing					Using transition words	
Letter writing					Adding details
Elements of a report/writing a report		Revising for clarity
Focus on one idea when writing			Editing for grammar
Writing a topic sentence				What plagiarism is/isn’t 
Writing a concluding sentence
Using transition words
Adding details

Examples of 4th and 5th grade Focus Lessons:
Generating ideas				Text Structures:
Using graphic organizers to prewrite		- description
Writing a draft					-cause and effect
Informational writing				-problem/solution
Narrative writing					-compare/contrast
Letter writing					-sequence of events
Elements of a report/writing a report		-steps in a process
Focus on one idea when writing			Using quotations	
Writing a topic sentence				Writing multiple paragraphs
Writing a concluding sentence			Word choice
Using transition words				Sentence variety
Adding details					Writer’s voice
Revising for clarity				What plagiarism is/isn’t
Editing for grammar				Grammar (SOL 4.8, 5.8)
