Nonfiction Strategies for Small-Group Reading Instruction
Before reading:

Set the purpose for reading

Discuss prior knowledge

Text feature hunt

Make predictions based on the table of contents, about the main idea, author’s purpose, etc.
Begin a KWL (3 column chart: know, want to know, learned) chart
Anticipation guide

5 finger strategy

During reading:

Sticky notes or bookmarks- important facts, questions, I want to know more, main idea, interesting part, favorite part, confirmed prediction  

Make connections (text to self, text to text, text to world, text to media).  Record on charts or mark with sticky notes
Confirm predictions by writing true or false next to them and recording the page number where the event occurred
After reading:

Write a book review- Was this book informative?

Illustrate a fact from the book and write a caption

Write 3 facts from the book and mix in one fib for a partner to identify

Write 3 facts and an opinion for a partner to identify
Complete a graphic organizer, ex: 3-2-1, web, compare/contrast, cause & effect, etc.   
Complete KWL chart
QAR (Question Answer Relationship)
Confirm predictions
Identify the author’s purpose.  Find supporting facts/statements.

Write about or illustrate the main idea
Instructional Activities Using Content Area Reading Strategies
Chart questions about topic on a 5 W’s chart.  Fill in answers during or at end of unit.

Unit anticipation guide

Anchor chart 

KWL or KWLH (Know, Want to know, Learned, How can I learn more)
Create a brochure about the topic
Write questions about the topic for a partner to answer

Write a letter to a fictional or real person from that time and place in history
Write a persuasive letter using facts from the unit
Create a reader’s theater script using facts learned
Create a timeline of important events from a period in history or a person’s life in pictures or words.

Create a dramatic presentation- Students write their own script and act out an important event.  Invite students in the audience to ask questions at the end of the presentation.

Visualize- Draw what you saw as you were reading about an important event
Fabulous Resources for Teaching Nonfiction and More

Please see disclaimer at end of document*

www.readingquest.org/ 

Instructions and downloadable templates for many reading strategies including QAR, KWL, 3-2-1, story maps, history frame, etc.
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/tm/ReadStrats_20Best.html
Explanation of content area reading strategies and instructions for instructional activities using them

www.cherylsigmon.com/handouts/asp
Resources for reading, spelling and writing, including many printable sheets and bookmarks
www.pinterest.com
Join and create your own education boards.  Explore the education section.  See what great ideas your fellow educator friends are posting!  

www.teacherspayteachers.com
Lessons, printable resources, games, etc. for sale by teachers.  There are lots of FREEBIES too!

www.mastersinelementaryeducation.org/2010/top-50-blogs-by-elementary-educators/
This is a great list of elementary teacher blogs to check out.
Tips & Tricks

Anchor charts:

Want to save your anchor charts but don’t have room to hang them all?  Print anchor charts made on the Smartboard.  Take pictures of anchor charts on chart paper and print them.  Store the printouts in a binder separated by subject for students to refer to throughout the year.  Upper grade students can also make their own anchor charts.

Reader’s theater:
Need multiple copies of a book?  Turn the book into a reader’s theater.  You can use all or most of the text or select what is most important in longer books.  Break the reading into reader 1, reader 2, and so on or use/create characters.  Your students can learn from what they’re reading and practice fluency at the same time.

You can write your own reader’s theater to review or introduce a unit topic.  Choose the information you want your students to learn or review and write it into a script of teacher and students or reader parts.


Studying a certain period of time or event in history?  Type up an account of an event as a reader’s theater using the factual information you have and filling in the blanks with fictional characters and events.

How to Check the Readability of a Word Document:
1. Click the Microsoft Office Button[image: image1.png]


, and then click Word Options.
2. Click Proofing.

3. Make sure Check grammar with spelling is selected.

4. Under When correcting grammar in Word, select the Sh
qow readability statistics check box.

5. After your spelling/grammar check the readability level will be displayed.

How to Print on Sticky Notes:
1. Insert a 2x3 table into your document
2. Highlight and right click on the table
3.  Click on table properties
4. Set row and column sizes to 3” each
5. Print your template and you’ll know where to pace the sticky notes
6. Place your sticky notes on the template, sticky side going into the printer
7. Highlight and right click your table again
8. Click on table properties
9. Click on borders and shading
10.  Click on none
11. Now you can insert whatever text or graphics you want to print on your sticky notes
Preprinting sticky notes for your students to use in reading can be a time saver for students who aren’t quick writers or a great way to differentiate.  You can insert titles such as main idea, important fact, text to self, even QAR or text specific questions.  
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