The Key to Nonfiction Reader’s Theater

Reader 1



Reader 2


Reader 3

Reader 4



Reader 5


Reader 6

Reader 1: Nonfiction?  What is non-fiction?

Reader 2: Nonfiction is based on facts, you know, the opposite of fiction.  Nonfiction isn’t just books, but newspapers, articles, lots of things.

Reader 3: Your science book is nonfiction and so is that magazine you were reading.
Reader 4:  Nonfiction books have a lot of different features that fictional books don’t have.

Reader 1: Features?  Like the feature that’s playing at the movie theater?

Reader 5: No!  Features are things to help you understand what you’re reading about.  They’re the key to nonfiction.  They make the book more interesting and fun!
Reader 6: My favorite nonfiction feature is a diagram.  They are drawings of something to help learn about the topic, like a dolphin drawing in a book about sea animals, with its parts labeled.

Reader 2: I always look for the table of contents first.  It’s in the front of the book and tells you what the main ideas are and what pages to find them on.  Sometimes I just want to read about a certain topic in a book and the table of contents helps me turn right to it.

Reader 1: Oh, like this book I was reading about basketball.  I just wanted to read about how to make a good shot.  I found a section that showed you the right way to hold the ball.  I bet it was in the table of contents!  I could have looked there instead of flipping through all the pages.  Hey, it had a labeled drawing of someone holding the ball too.  That was a diagram!
Reader 3: You know, sometimes you can read about something in a book, but it’s not a main idea.  That means you won’t find it in the table of contents, but it should be in the index at the end of the book.  An index is a list of things you can read about in the book in abc order and their page number.

Reader 4:  In that basketball book you were reading, Michael Jordan might not have been a main topic in the table of contents, but I bet you would find his name in the index.  Man, was he a good player!

Reader 5: You would probably find a picture of him next to what was written about him.  I like photographs in nonfiction books because they show you exactly how something or someone looks.

Reader 1: I think I get the idea of what features are now.  I’ve seen all these things before.  I just didn’t know they were called features.  Hmmm…are there any other features? 

Reader 6: Well, under a picture there’s usually a caption that tells you about it.  The topics listed in the table of contents are also headings throughout the book.  Headings are usually bolded or larger print and help organize information.  There can be other headings besides the topics in the table of contents.

Reader 2:  I also like to find the glossary in the back of the book.  It’s like a teeny tiny dictionary.  You can look up the definitions important words from the book right there and it tells you how to pronounce them!

Reader 3:  Some nonfiction books have maps in them too.  When we were learning about George Washington, there was a map of the United States showing where his famous home was.  Mount Vernon, remember?  That’s the last nonfiction feature I can think of.  

Reader 1:  Thanks guys!  I’ll have to be on the lookout for these features when I go to the library today!  I think I knew what they were all along.  I just didn’t know what they were called.

Reader 4:  Glad we could help you out!  Let’s go to the library now.  I need a book to help me with my soccer game.








