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The purpose of the monthly brief is to provide information, resources, and a networking vehicle to support the Governor’s STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) Academies in Virginia.
CAREER CLUSTER SPOTLIGHTS
The Human Services cluster uses skills in communication and problem solving to provide support to families and individuals.  Services range from working in early childhood care to providing mental health services for older adults.  The ability to work well with people is critical to a successful career in this cluster.

The Human Services cluster is expected to grow by over 40,000 jobs between the years 2012 and 2022, with over 7,000 employment opportunities available annually.  Personal Care Services is the pathway that will be employing the largest number of people; over 120,000 jobs are projected for this pathway in 2022.  Personal Care Service careers range from animal care, to hairstylists, childcare workers, personal trainers, recreation workers and more.  With a projected growth rate of 25 percent by 2022, Human Services is one of the fastest-growing clusters in the Commonwealth.

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN HUMAN SERVICES
· 5 Trends Driving the Future of Human Services from Government Technology, describes how health and human services organizations adapt to change.
· Trends in Human Services: Professional Development, Competition for Funding, and Staff a paper from Concordia University, identifies the historical context and future implications of industry trends. 
· 3 Trends Driving the Future of the Field of Human Services describes collaboration practices, funding and innovation opportunities, and whole-person care.
· Council releases report on Trends in the Human Services Landscape presents human services issues such as innovative payment models, person-directed care, and decentralization of services.
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Instructional materials such as lesson plans, presentations, and assessment information:
· Lesson Planet: Human Services: government connection to Health and Human Services
· Discovery Education: Human Development: grades 9-12, two class periods
· Lesson Planet: Child Development: the role toy selection plays in child development
· Just FACS: Child Development: from studying children to parenting
· Lesson Planet: School Counselor: college awareness and planning
· Lesson Planet: Mental Health Counselor: from stress, autism, self-esteem, to bullying 
· Lesson Planet: Community Service Resources: about community service
· Share My Lesson: Personal Care Services: about care, practice and provision
· Lesson Planet: Psychology: various topics


CAREERS IN HUMAN SERVICES
Information on careers in human services:
· What are some career options in the field of human services? choosing to help people in at-risk situations
· Human health career guide: providing health and related services
· BLS: Employment statistics: personal care and service occupations wage and projections
Information on careers as counselors:
· Learn: Substance abuse counselor: job duties, education and employment requirements
· ASAM: What is an addiction specialist? from American Society of Addiction Medicine
· BLS: Mental Health Counselors: employment and wages
· Mental health jobs without a diploma: administrative assistant positions
· What type of counseling is right for you? types of counseling
· Counseling (LPC) certificate and certification: to pursue certification after a master’s degree
· Mental health certification: about mental health assistant programs
Information on careers as social workers and case managers:
· BLS: Social Worker: work environment, education, average pay
· How to become a social worker: responsibilities, earnings, and many aspects of social work
· The requirements for becoming a case worker: description of career
· The difference between a social worker and a case manager: description of both careers
Information on careers in personal care services:
· Personal care and service occupations: list of many personal care and service occupations
· BLS: personal care and service: barbers, hairstylists, cosmetologists
· BLS: fitness trainers and instructors: work environment, responsibilities, average pay
· BLS: animal care and service workers: work environment, responsibilities, average pay
Information on careers in family and community services:
· Family and community services: focus within a social work degree
· What are social and community service managers: work environment, responsibilities, average pay
· Community services worker: Job description, duties and requirements
· The duties of community support worker: description of career
Information on careers as childcare workers:
· BLS: Childcare Workers: work environment, responsibilities, average pay
· Requirements for childcare workers: job descriptions, state licensing
· Early Childhood Teacher: Childcare worker: types of child care workers
· Jobs in early childhood education: three major career paths 
· Bachelor's degree in early childhood education: for those interested in early childhood development but not a teaching license
· Child development career: options and requirements
Information on careers as psychologists:
· BLS: Career as Psychologists: work environment, responsibilities, average pay
· How to become a psychologist: what a psychologist does
· Explore Health Careers: Psychologist: explore careers in the field
· U.S. Army: Clinical Psychologist: overview and job duties
· Psychotherapist: job description and requirements
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