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CAREER AND TECHNCIAL EDUCATION MEMO NO. 127-18


DATE:	August 31, 2018

TO: 		CTE Administrators

FROM: 	George R. Willcox, Acting Director
		Office of Career and Technical Education Services

SUBJECT:	Announcing 2018 Microsoft Certification Workshops


The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) is pleased to announce four regional Microsoft certification hands-on training workshops.  Microsoft certification is one of the most demanding and respected endorsements in the industry. Earning a Microsoft certification, such as MS Office Excel, Networking Fundamentals or Python, can help differentiate individuals in today's competitive job market, as well as broaden employment and internship opportunities by displaying advanced skills.

The workshops will be held on the following dates and locations:

October 2, 2018	Washington County Registration
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.	Abingdon High School, 705 Thompson Drive, Abingdon, VA  24210

October 3, 2018	Roanoke County Registration
8:30-a.m. – 4:00 p.m.	Roanoke County Public Schools Administrative Offices, Room E
5937 Cove Road, Roanoke, VA  24019

October 4, 2018	Spotsylvania County Registration
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.	Spotsylvania High School, 6975 Courthouse Road, Spotsylvania, VA  22551

October 5, 2018	Chesterfield County Registration
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.	Chesterfield Career and Technical Center@Hull, Computer Lab #C107
13900 Hull Street Road, Chesterfield, VA (map)

Encourage your teachers to participate in one of the workshops in your area to learn how to effectively use Microsoft programs to get the most out of the classroom resources and achieve the outcomes you are working toward.  This is an excellent opportunity for both experienced and new teachers.  Topics to be covered in each workshop include the following:

· Requirements to set-up your lab for industry certifications
· Accessing the MOAC text book that is available through the Microsoft Imagine Academy
· How to access and use GMetrix Practice Tests
· How to administer these industry certifications
· Best practices and lesson ideas to engage and motivate students

There is no registration fee but pre-registration is required. Participants are responsible for all meals, travel-related expenses, and lodging, if needed. This is an allowable Perkins expenditure if included in the approved local plan. Specific parking and school entry instructions, local dining, and other travel instructions will be sent following the completed registration.

If you have questions, please contact Judith P. Sams, Microsoft Imagine Academy Coordinator, Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education, at cte@doe.virginia.gov or by telephone at (804) 371-0196.

