Temporary Statewide Standardized Entrance Procedures for ELs
Virginia Department of Education - School-Reopening FAQ (released 8.17.2020)
What should occur if an LEA cannot screen a potential EL student due to the physical closure of facilities?
In order to formally identify students as English Learners (ELs), the WIDA screener must be administered in person. However, some school divisions are having difficulty screening students due to the continued physical closure of facilities. Using the temporary identification procedures below, the school division can make presumptive EL determinations to provide supports that will assist newly enrolled students in participating meaningfully and equally in the remote learning program. When the division’s schools physically reopen, formal screening procedures should be completed to promptly ensure proper identification and placement for new ELs.
Step 1 - The Home Language Survey (HLS) is a required component of the online or paper registration process for all students. It is not permissible to skip this component of the registration process.
Step 2 - If a language other than English is indicated on one or more questions of the HLS, the school division should share information about next steps with the parent/guardian, including the division’s obligation to screen the student once school sites reopen. See Sample Presumptive EL Parent Notification Letter 
Step 3 - The school division may conduct an informal interview with the parent/guardian. If the school division determines that the student may have existing ACCESS for ELLs assessment results, the division may contact student_assessment@doe.virginia.gov for assistance in obtaining the ACCESS scores.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 4 - Based on registration documents and information gleaned during the informal interview, the school division may make a presumptive EL determination. Under this determination, the school division should provide the student with supports that will assist the student in participating meaningfully and equally in the district’s remote learning program.
Coding Presumptive ELs - The Virginia Department of Education has received inquiries from school divisions regarding the identification of “presumptive English Learners” (ELs) in the fall 2020 Student Record Collection (SRC) due on October 1, 2020. To address this situation, a new EL code, 5 = Temporarily Identified as EL (Presumptive ELs until formally screened in person), has been added to the fall 2020 SRC.  This is a temporary code and students must be formally screened as soon as possible for official designation as an English Learner in accordance with the procedures outlined in Superintendent’s Memo 194-17. The school division should maintain documentation of all presumptive ELs who will require formal screening upon the reopening of school facilities.
