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Objectives

Describe essential actions for supporting 
ELLs' language development and content 
learning (with a particular focus on middle 
school Math and ELA)
Explain how to keep an instructional task and 
cognitive demand the same for students of all 
levels of English language proficiency through 
the use of differentiated supports
Discuss ways to share materials and 
strategies with colleagues
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Session Topics
• A “Can-Do” attitude”
• Differentiation in Action
• Academic Language within the SOLs
• Essential Actions: Guiding ELLs toward 

Academic Success
• ELP Levels: What does it all mean?
• Keeping Cognitive Demand the Same for All 

with Differentiated Supports
• Integrating and Isolating Language Domains 

with Engaging Activities
• Identifying Language Targets and Objectives
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Enduring Understandings
• Supports for ELLs benefit all students practicing academic 

English.
• Scaffolding and differentiation of language is at the core of 

understanding content performance.
• An inclusionary and equitable classroom environment 

means that ELLs can engage in the same content learning 
as all other students, but at their domain- specific 
proficiency levels.

Differentiation Do’s
• Consider students’ language proficiency levels (see 

Performance Definitions)
• Create groups/clusters
• Identify appropriate supports for each group/cluster



When it comes to  language development…

there are multiple paths. 
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Differentiate Language, NOT content or task

Identify 
Causes and 
Effects

Identify 
Causes and 
Effects

Identify 
Causes and 
Effects

Identify 
Causes and 
Effects

Identify 
Causes and 
Effects

Everyone needs Academic Language Instruction

Everyone ANALYZES
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ACTIVITY: Differentiation in Action

1. Turn to Packet pg. 5
2. Directions are at the top.  
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No Literacy without Academic Language

To achieve higher levels of learning, students must be 
able to understand academic language—the 
formalized language of instruction found in classrooms, 
textbooks, and standardized tests. Teachers need to 
provide explicit academic language instruction for all 
students, especially English language learners or those 
struggling with reading (Johnson, 2009) 

Research allows us to state with a fair degree of 
confidence that English learners best acquire English 
when language forms are explicitly taught and when they 
have many opportunities to use the language in 
meaningful contexts (Goldenberg, 2008).
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WIDA Performance Definitions – Listening and Reading Grades K-12 
Pg. 7



WIDA Performance Definitions – Speaking and Writing Grades K-12 Pg. 8



Station Rotations

Essential 
Actions

Domain 
specific and 
integrated 
Strategies

Performance 
Definitions 

and 
Differentiated 

Supports



Measuring and Monitoring 
Language Development

Implementing language objectives can be a 
powerful first step in ensuring that English 

learners have equal access to the curriculum 
even though they may not be fully proficient in 

the language. This is because the second 
language acquisition process requires 

opportunities for the language learner to be 
exposed to, practice with, and then be assessed 

on their language skills (Echevarria, Short, & 
Vogt, 2008).

Taken from Language Objectives: The Key to Effective Content Area Instruction for English 
Learners J. Himmel (2012); http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/49646/

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/49646/


Measuring and Monitoring 
Language Development

Language objectives:
articulate for learners the academic language 
functions and skills that they need to master to 
fully participate in the lesson and meet the grade-
level content standards (Echevarria, Short, & Vogt, 
2008).
are beneficial not only for language learners but for 
all students in a class, as everyone can benefit 
from the clarity that comes with a teacher outlining 
the requisite academic language to be learned and 
mastered in each lesson.

Taken from Language Objectives: The Key to Effective Content Area Instruction for English 
Learners J. Himmel (2012); http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/49646/

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/49646/




Questions? 
elladvocatejc@gmail.com

THANK YOU!!!
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