Adopting Alternate Methodology for Revising Mathematics Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) for Accountability Years 2013-2014 through 2017-2018 Under Provisions of Virginia’s Approved NCLB Waiver from Certain Requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA)
Resolution Number 2012-39
October 25, 2012 
The Board of Education adopts the proposed revised alternate methodology for revising Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) in mathematics for every student subgroup, including the three proficiency gap groups, for accountability years 2013-2014 through 2017-2018 based on new and more rigorous mathematics assessments administered for the first time in 2011-2012. The same methodology would be used in 2012-2013 to recalculate reading AMOs through accountability years 2017-2018 based on new more rigorous reading assessments to be administered for the first time in 2012-2013.
Revised Proposed Amendment to Virginia’s NCLB Flexibility Plan 

Approved by U.S. Department of Education (USED) on June 29, 2012

Background and Description of Amendment

The Virginia Board of Education will consider an alternate methodology for establishing student subgroup Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) for accountability years 2013-2014 through 2017-2018 based on new and more rigorous mathematics assessments administered for the first time in 2011-2012. The same methodology will be used to recalculate reading AMOs through accountability years 2017-2018 based on new and more rigorous reading assessments to be administered for the first time in 2012-2013. 

Revised Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) will be calculated for every student subgroup, such that by the 2017-2018 accountability year (2016-2017 assessment year) the minimum required pass rate will be the same as the Year 6 AMO for the all students subgroup. AMOs in the intermediate years will serve as academic progress measures.

The revised methodology will continue to address USED’s flexibility application requirement of cutting in half within six years the failure rate of the all students group and every student subgroup at a school with greater gains required of lower performing subgroups. Schools with pass rates higher than the AMOs for one or more subgroups will be required to maintain or improve those pass rates annually to ensure all subgroups in every school make continuous progress.

The starting points (Year 1 AMOs) used to determine the federal accountability determinations for the 2012-2013 accountability year based on 2011-2012 assessments will remain as calculated using methodology approved by USED on June 29, 2012. 

To establish starting points under Virginia’s NCLB flexibility plan, all schools in the state were rank ordered based on the percent of students that passed the assessment. Then, the number of students with an assessment record in each school was recorded. The pass rate of the school at the 20th percentile of total number of students with assessment records for the state represents the starting point (Year 1 AMO) for calculating the AMOs. (This procedure for calculating a starting point is consistent with the methodology in the NCLB Act of 2001.) This process is repeated to establish the starting point (Year 1 AMO) for each of the student subgroups, including the three Proficiency Gap Groups.
The AMOs for the all students group will remain as calculated using methodology approved by USED on June 29, 2012. The difference in the pass rate for the school at the 20th percentile and the school at the 90th percentile is calculated and then divided in half to determine the percentage points by which the failure rate must be reduced. This percentage point difference is then divided by six to determine the needed annual increases in the pass rates so that the required reduction in the failure rate may be met. 

The above process is used to establish the ending point (Year 6 AMO) and the intermediate AMOs (Years 2-5) for the all students group with the goal of reducing by half the proficiency gap between the highest and lowest performing schools within six years.

The intermediate AMOs (Years 2-5) for each subgroup will be revised so that the ending AMO (Year 6) is the same as the ending AMO established for the all students group and the intermediate AMOs are in equal increments. This revised methodology establishes intermediate subgroup passing rates (AMOs) that converge to the same passing rate (AMO) in Year 6 and, thereby, creates higher growth expectations for lower performing subgroups. 

This same process will be used to revise the Reading AMOs based on the new, more rigorous SOL assessments to be administered in 2012-2013.
Revised Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) for Accountability Years 2013-2014 through 2017-2018 Based on New Mathematics Assessments Administered for the First Time in 2011-2012

Beginning in the 2013-2014 accountability year (2012-2013 assessment year), the state and every school and division must meet or exceed a minimum pass rate on state mathematics assessments for every student subgroup. Academic progress measures known as Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) will be calculated for every student subgroup, such that by the 2017-2018 accountability year (2016-2017 assessment year) the minimum required pass rate will be the same as the minimum pass rate for the all students subgroup calculated using the methodology approved by the U.S. Department of Education on June 29, 2012.

AMOs are calculated in equal increments beginning with each group's starting AMO unless the subgroup's starting pass rate exceeds the Year 6 AMO for the all students group. These schools must make continuous progress in the student subgroup’s pass rates. 

Every school is expected to meet the following pass rates--academic progress measures known as Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs)--or the prior year’s pass rate, whichever is higher, up to 90 percent, for all students and every student subgroup. 

Safe harbor and other flexibility provisions remain in effect that are permitted in the NCLB Act and included in Virginia’s NCLB Flexibility Plan. An additional safe harbor provision is included for schools that exceed the AMOs, but fall short of the previous year’s passing rate.  A school may meet subject-area federal accountability requirements as defined below.

Mathematics:
· Beginning in the 2013-2014 accountability year (2012-2013 assessments), all schools are expected to meet or exceed the AMO passing rate target or their previous year's passing rate, whichever is higher, up to 90 percent. 

Safe Harbor: 

· Federal requirements may be met if the failure rate is reduced by 10 percent or greater.

· Federal requirements may be met if the passing rate exceeds the AMO target and falls within 5 percent of the previous year's passing rate. This provision may not be used for more than two consecutive years.

Reading:

AMO targets for the 2013-2014 accountability year will be recalculated based on the new 2012-2013 reading assessments.
· Beginning in the 2013-2014 accountability year (2012-2013 assessments), all schools are expected to meet or exceed the AMO passing rate target.

· Beginning in the 2014-2015 accountability year (2013-2014 assessments), all schools are expected to meet or exceed the AMO passing rate target or their previous year's passing rate, whichever is higher, up to 90 percent. 

Safe Harbor: 

· Federal requirements may be met if the failure rate is reduced by 10 percent or greater.

· Beginning in the 2014-2015 accountability year (2013-2014 assessments), federal requirements may be met if the passing rate exceeds the AMO target and falls within 5 percent of the previous year's passing rate. This provision may not be used for more than two consecutive years.
	Mathematics Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) Based on Proposed Alternate Methodology 

	Mathematics Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs)*

	
	Year 1 AMO

(Starting Pass Rate)
	Year 2 AMO
	Year 3 AMO
	Year 4 AMO
	Year 5 AMO
	Year 6 AMO


	Gap Points Closed

	Accountability Year
	2012-2013
	2013-2014
	2014-2015
	2015-2016
	2016-2017
	2017-2018
	

	Assessment Year
	2011-2012
	2012-2013
	2013-2014
	2014-2015
	2015-2016
	2016-2017
	

	All Students
	61
	64
	66
	68
	70
	73
	12

	Gap Group 1 (Combined)
	47
	52
	57
	63
	68
	73
	26

	Gap Group 2 (Black)
	45
	51
	56
	62
	67
	
	28

	Gap Group 3 (Hispanic)
	52
	56
	60
	65
	69
	
	21

	Students with Disabilities
	33
	41
	49
	57
	65
	
	40

	English Language Learners
	39
	46
	53
	59
	66
	
	34

	Economically Disadvantaged
	47
	52
	57
	63
	68
	
	26

	White
	68
	69
	70
	71
	72
	
	5

	Asian
	82
	Continuous progress towards reducing proficiency gap within subgroup by half

	*Every school is expected to meet the following pass rates--academic progress measures known as Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs)--or the prior year’s pass rate, whichever is higher, up to 90 percent, for all students and every student subgroup. 

Safe harbor and other flexibility provisions remain in effect that are permitted in the NCLB Act and included in Virginia’s NCLB Flexibility Plan. An additional safe harbor provision is included for schools that exceed the AMOs, but fall short of the previous year’s passing rate.

· Federal requirements may be met if the failure rate is reduced by 10 percent or greater. 

· Federal requirements may be met if the passing rate exceeds the AMO target and falls within 5 percent of the previous year's passing rate. This provision may not be used for more than two consecutive years. 
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