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The Board of Education adopts Guidelines for Local Textbook Approval to assist school divisions as they review and approve textbooks at the local level. The Guidelines encourage local school boards that opt to use a textbook that has not been approved by the Board of Education to conduct a local textbook review that includes components similar to the state level review. Such components include a correlation with the Standards of Learning for the particular subject area and a review of strengths and weaknesses in instructional planning and support. Additionally, the publisher of the textbook should certify the accuracy of the content of the textbook and sign an agreement to correct all factual and editing errors found in a textbook, at its expense. Finally, the publisher should certify that the books meet other requirements of the Code of Virginia related to textbooks.

The Guidelines also apprise school divisions of other requirements related to local textbook selection and approval, including:

􀃠 Local school boards may use printed textbooks, printed textbooks with electronic files, electronic textbooks separate and apart from printed versions of the same textbook, or any combination of the three forms listed above.

􀃠 Local school boards may purchase textbooks approved by the Board of Education directly from the publishers of the textbooks using either a contract or a purchase order, and these purchases are exempt from the Virginia Public Procurement Act.

􀃠 If a local school board wishes to purchase textbooks that have not been approved by the Board of Education, it must adhere to the requirements of the Virginia Public Procurement Act.

􀃠 Local school boards must certify annually to the Department of Education

that:

􀀹 All textbooks were selected and purchased in accordance with the Board’s regulations; and

􀀹 The price paid for each textbook did not exceed the lowest wholesale price at which the textbook involved in the contract was currently bid under contract in the United States, in accordance with § 22.1-241 of the Code of Virginia.
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