Amending Guidelines for Considering and Approving Requests for Pre-Labor Day Openings to Comport with HB 1483 and HB 1885 Passed by the 2011 General Assembly

Resolution Number 2011-39
July 28, 2011

The Board of Education adopts the following amendments:

􀂾 Language is added to set forth the requirements to request a waiver if the school division is completely surrounded by a school division that has been granted a waiver to begin before Labor Day. To request initial approval of a waiver to open before Labor Day by a school division that is completely surrounded by another school division that has been approved for a waiver, the school division shall submit the request to the Superintendent of Public Instruction by letter signed by the superintendent and the chairman of the local school board. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall determine that the school division is completely surrounded by another school division, and that the other school division has been granted a waiver to open before Labor Day. Once the initial waiver is granted, the local school board shall submit information annually to the Superintendent of Public Instruction indicating that the conditions under which a waiver was granted have not changed.

􀂾 Instead of being embedded in a resolution, the provisions are set forth as Board guidelines consistent with other Board guidelines. The guidelines are reorganized and revised for clarity.

􀂾 Language from the Standards of Accreditation, related to experimental and innovative programs, which was referenced in the 1999 resolution, but was not actually included in the resolution, is added for clarity. The language says:

• The experimental or innovative program must be approved by the Board pursuant to its Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia 8 VAC 20-131-290, which specifies that the request must include:

1) Purpose and objectives of the experimental/innovative programs;

2) Description and duration of the programs;

3) Anticipated outcomes;

4) Number of students affected;

5) Evaluation procedures; and

6) Mechanisms for measuring goals, objectives, and student academic achievement.
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