Revising Definitions of At-Risk of Becoming Low-Performing and Low-Performing Institutions of Higher Education in Virginia as Required by Title II of the Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA)

Resolution Number 2011-29
May 19, 2011

The Board of education approves the Advisory Board on Teacher Education and Licensure’s recommendation to revise the definitions of at-risk of becoming low-performing and low-performing institutions of higher education in Virginia.  The motion was seconded by Dr. McLaughlin and carried unanimously.
The revisions to the definitions of at-risk of becoming a low-performing institution of higher education and low-performing institution of higher education are as follows:

At-Risk of Becoming a Low-Performing Institution of Higher Education:  An at-risk of becoming a low-performing institution of higher education means an institution with teacher preparation programs that receives one of the following designations from the accreditation review:  

NCATE:  
Accreditation for two years with a focused visit; or

Accreditation for two years with a full visit


TEAC:

Accreditation (two years)

Initial Accreditation (two years)



BOE:

Accredited with Stipulations

Low-Performing Institution of Higher Education:  A low-performing institution of higher education means an institution with teacher preparation programs that has not made improvements by the end of the period designated by the accrediting body or not later than two years after receiving the designation of at-risk of receiving the designation of at-risk of becoming a low-performing institution of higher education.

When an institution receives one of the following designations, the low-performing designation will be removed:


NCATE:  
Accreditation for seven years  


TEAC:

Accreditation (ten or five years) 3


BOE:

Accredited

3The Virginia/TEAC Partnership currently allows for seven-year accreditation.  The partnership with TEAC expires June 30, 2013.

If an institution’s accreditation is revoked or denied, the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) will be notified for appropriate action.  The Regulations Governing the Review and Approval of Education Programs in Virginia, (8VAC20-542-20), effective September 21, 2007, and amended January 19, 2011, stipulate that “If a professional education program fails to maintain accreditation, enrolled candidates shall be permitted to complete their programs of study.  Professional education programs shall not admit new candidates.  Candidates shall be notified of program approval status.”

Federal reporting is required by states in October of each year. Institutions meeting these definitions at the end of the reporting year will be designated at-risk of becoming a low-performing institution of higher education or low-performing institution of higher education.
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