Adopting Statement Regarding Textbook Adoption in Virginia
Resolution Number 2011-5

January 13, 2011

The Board of Education directs the Superintendent of Public Instruction:

(1) 
to initiate on the Board’s behalf a process to consider withdrawal of its approval of the textbooks “Our Virginia: Past and Present” (1st Ed.) and “Our America to 1865” (1st Ed.), published in each case by Five Ponds Press; and

(2) 
to seek remedies from Five Ponds Press to help school divisions which have purchased those textbooks in replacing and/or correcting such textbooks as soon as possible, including pursuing any available assistance from and/or remedies involving the publisher; and 

(3)
to obtain a review by qualified experts of any other textbooks published by Five Ponds Press that have been approved by the Board of Education; and

(4)
to present to the Board of Education for first review at its February 2011 meeting a detailed proposal to revise the Board’s process for approving textbooks for purchase by school divisions to ensure that all textbooks approved are factually accurate, incorporating in such proposal a process for prior certification by publishers that each textbook submitted for approval has been reviewed for factual accuracy by qualified experts in the subject matter, and that the publisher will promptly remedy at its expense any substantial factual errors discovered thereafter.
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