Virginia’s Accountability Systems: 
A Comparison of the Federal Accountability System Requirements under the Every Student Succeeds Act and Virginia’s School Accreditation System

A Federal Accountability Requirements 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires each state to develop a system for federal accountability for the purpose of identifying schools for support and improvement.  At a minimum, the indicators listed below must be included in the state’s system, and must be measured at the school and student group level. Each state must develop long term goals and annual/interim measures of progress for each student group and for the all students group for each indicator. 
	ESSA Requirement
	Virginia’s ESSA Indicator

	Academic achievement (proficiency)
	Pass rates on state reading and mathematics assessments 

	Growth for elementary and middle schools
	Growth calculations based on progress tables

	Four year graduation rate
	Federal Graduation Indicator 

	Progress in English Learners’ English language attainment
	ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 assessment

	School quality or student success
	Chronic absenteeism 



The Board of Education last revised Virginia’s accreditation system at the same time that the ESSA consolidated state plan, which includes the state’s federal accountability system, was being developed. Virginia’s initial ESSA consolidated state plan submission to the U.S. Department of Education integrated the state and federal indicators to create a single accountability system. The U.S. Department of Education required changes to the federal indicators which resulted in differences between the state and federal accountability systems. A comparison of the two systems is summarized on the next page. 


Virginia Accreditation and Federal Accountability Comparison Chart
	Description
	Accreditation
	Federal Accountability

	Achievement, Growth, and EL Progress
	Uses a combined rate that incorporates passing scores on state tests,  student growth, and EL progress into one metric
	Separate metrics are used to satisfy requirements:
1. Pass rates, 
2. Growth and 
3. EL Progress

	Achievement
	Calculations include Standards of Learning (SOL) tests, the Virginia Alternate Assessment Program (VAAP), and board approved substitute tests
	Calculations include SOL and VAAP tests only, with exception of students on an accelerated mathematics path who complete the Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II SOL tests in middle school. Those students will use one of the following math assessments in high school: AP, IB, SAT and ACT

	Graduation Rate
	The Graduation Completion Index is determined using a variety of points awarded for different student outcomes 
	The Federal Graduation Indicator that measures the number of standard or advanced diplomas awarded 

	Dropout Rate
	Cohort dropout rate is an indicator in Accreditation
	Not part of the federal system

	College, Career and Civic Readiness
	Will be an indicator in Accreditation staring in 2022-2023
	Not part of the federal system

	School Quality or Student Success
	Both use same calculations for Chronic Absenteeism

	Indicator Improvement
	Allows for schools to receive advancements to the next indicator performance level by making defined improvements in the indicator from the previous year
	No indicator improvement 




