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Goal 6:  Gloucester County Public Schools is planning to open a year-round program for two classrooms 
within Abingdon Elementary School for a small number of students needing additional time for 
instruction in reading and mathematics.  The program is designed to help students be successful. 
 
Background Information and Statutory Authority:  
In 2012, the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) conducted a study on year-round 
schools and found that: 
 

 In the “single track” year-round calendar model, intersessions are used to provide the 
opportunity for additional instruction, and student learning loss is reduced by having a shorter 
summer break. 

 Black students were more likely to improve their Standards of Learning (SOL) test scores at a 
faster rate and were more likely to score higher than predicted on 2009 SOL tests than their peers 
at traditional calendar schools.   

 Certain school divisions may want to consider year-round schools as one method to improve 
student achievement, particularly those with high percentages of the student groups that appear 
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to benefit from year-round school:  black, Hispanic, economically disadvantaged, and limited 
English proficient students.  

 
The 2013 General Assembly appropriated $412,500 GF for planning grants to school divisions 
interested in establishing year-round schools.  Gloucester County Public Schools applied for and 
received a planning grant of $39,724 for this purpose. 
 
The school division used the planning grant to establish a stakeholder committee to work throughout the 
2013-2014 school year on the feasibility and plans for a year-round program targeted to elementary 
students struggling with achievement on reading and mathematics skills foundational to long-term 
school success.  The planning committee developed a plan and budget, conducted a needs assessment, 
developed a proposed calendar, made curriculum adjustments, created lesson plans for intersessions, and 
generated buy-in and procedures for staff and families to participate in the new program.   
 
Section 22.1-79.1 of the Code of Virginia prohibits local school boards from adopting school calendars 
that require schools to open prior to Labor Day unless a waiver is granted by the Board for “good cause.” 
“Good cause” includes year-round schools, which are considered experimental or innovative programs 
under § 22.1-79.1 (B) (3).  However, the proposal is just for two classrooms within the school to open 
before Labor Day.  The other classrooms in the school will open after Labor Day.  As this is a program 
within a school, approval from the Board of Education is not needed.  It is being presented to the Board as 
an informational item. 
 
The provision that permits the Board to approve a year-round school may be found in § 22.1-79.1 as 
follows: 

§ 22.1-79.1.  Opening of the school year; approvals for certain alternative schedules.  

A.  Each local school board shall set the school calendar so that the first day students are 
required to attend school shall be after Labor Day. The Board of Education may waive 
this requirement based on a school board certifying that it meets one of the good cause 
requirements of subsection B.  

B. For purposes of this section, "good cause" means: 

 … 

3. A school division is providing its students, in the school year for which the waiver is 
sought, with an experimental or innovative program which requires an earlier opening 
date than that established in subsection A of this section and which has been approved by 
the Department of Education pursuant to the regulations of the Board of Education 
establishing standards for accrediting public schools. However, any waiver or extension 
of the school year granted by the Board of Education pursuant to this subdivision or its 
standards for accrediting public schools for such an experimental or innovative program 
shall only apply to the opening date for those schools where such experimental or 
innovative programs are offered generally to the student body of the school. For the 
purposes of this subdivision, experimental or innovative programs shall include 
instructional programs that are offered on a year-round basis by the school division in one 
or more of its elementary or middle or high schools… 
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Summary of Important Issues:  
The innovative year-round program reflects a goal to improve student achievement and growth to help 
identified children to meet or exceed standards by the end of 2nd grade.  The program is geared 
specifically to preventing learning loss, one of the key benefits of a year-round approach for vulnerable 
students, as highlighted by the 2012 JLARC report.  The Full Circle Academy will serve between 30-40 
children who remain behind their peers in mathematics and/or reading despite other prevention, 
intervention, or remediation efforts.   
 
The calendar features four 9-week instruction quarters, each followed by a three-week intercession of 
core remedial support, aligned resource activities, and field activities and experiences to enhance student 
learning as well as targeted professional development for instructional staff; these elements necessitates 
an opening prior to Labor Day. 
 
Included in this packet are a copy of the complete package submitted by Gloucester County Public 
Schools and the proposed year-round calendar.   
 
Impact on Resources:  The impact on resources at the state level is not expected to be significant.  
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:  Gloucester County Public Schools will open this program 
prior to Labor Day beginning with the 2014-2015 school year. 
 
Superintendent's Recommendation:  Because Full Circle Academy will not be a year-round school, 
but is a program operating within a school that will maintain its traditional calendar, approval of a pre-
Labor Day opening waiver by the Board of Education is not required.  The Superintendent of Public 
Instruction recommends that the Board receive this report on the plans from Gloucester County Public 
Schools for a year-round program for two classrooms at Abingdon Elementary School. 
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9-­‐week	
  model	
  

• Begins	
  July	
  21,	
  2014	
  ends	
  June	
  12,	
  2015	
  

• 176	
  student	
  days	
  

• 202	
  teacher	
  days	
  	
  

• Calendar	
  by	
  quarter:	
  

o 1-­‐	
  July	
  21-­‐Sept.	
  19.	
  Student	
  days-­‐	
  40	
  

o 2-­‐Oct.	
  13-­‐Dec.	
  19.	
  Student	
  days-­‐	
  43	
  

o 3-­‐	
  Jan.	
  12-­‐Mar.	
  20.	
  Student	
  days-­‐	
  49	
  

o 4-­‐	
  Apr.	
  13-­‐June	
  12.	
  Student	
  days	
  44	
  

• The	
  next	
  school	
  year	
  starts	
  July	
  20,	
  2015	
  	
  

	
   Instructional	
  day	
  
	
   Holiday-­‐closed	
  
	
   Teacher	
  Work	
  Day	
  (TWD)	
  
	
   ALL	
  OFF	
  (FCA	
  Only)	
  
	
   Remediation	
  
	
   Buildings	
  closed	
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