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Virginia Board of Education Agenda Item 

 
Agenda Item:   M                     

 
Date:   September 26, 2013                                                                       

 

Title 
Report on Rebenchmarking of the Direct Aid to Public Education Budget for the 
2014-2016 Biennium 

Presenter Mr. Kent C. Dickey, Deputy Superintendent for Finance and Operations 

E-mail Kent.Dickey@doe.virginia.gov Phone  (804) 225-2025 

 
Purpose of Presentation:         
For information only. No action required. 
 
Previous Review or Action:              
No previous review or action. 
 
Action Requested:          
No action requested. 
 
Alignment with Board of Education Goals:  Please indicate (X) all that apply: 
  

 Goal 1: Accountability for Student Learning 
 Goal 2: Rigorous Standards to Promote College and Career Readiness 
 Goal 3: Expanded Opportunities to Learn 
 Goal 4: Nurturing Young Learners 
 Goal 5: Highly Qualified and Effective Educators 
 Goal 6: Sound Policies for Student Success 
 Goal 7: Safe and Secure Schools 

X Other Priority or Initiative. Specify:  Update state funding to school 
divisions for the 2014-2016 biennium. 

 
Background Information and Statutory Authority:   
This item is a report on “rebenchmarking” of the state Direct Aid to Public Education budget for the 
2014-2016 biennium.  The Direct Aid to Public Education budget provides state funding to school 
divisions for prekindergarten through grade 12 and adult education programs.  Rebenchmarking begins 
the biennial budget development process that involves the Board of Education, the Governor, and the 
General Assembly.  In each odd-numbered year, the cost of the Direct Aid to Public Education budget is 
rebenchmarked for the next biennium.  The rebenchmarked budget represents the state cost of 
continuing the existing Direct Aid to Public Education programs with biennial updates in the input data 
and formulas used to determine the cost of the programs. 
 
Summary of Important Issues:  
The cost projections presented in this item represent changes in funding based on standard technical 
revisions made to Direct Aid accounts for each year of the 2014-2016 biennium.  These cost projections 
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do not reflect any changes in policy or technical methodology.  The projections are based strictly on 
currently approved methodologies or directives specifically approved and directed by the General 
Assembly and the Governor.  The budget figures presented in this item represent the state cost of 
continuing the current Direct Aid programs in the 2014-2016 biennium with the required technical 
revisions and updates to input data using the approved funding methodologies.  Over 30 Direct Aid 
accounts, both SOQ and non-SOQ, are impacted by the technical updates of the rebenchmarking 
process. 
 
Attachment A summarizes the rebenchmarking process of the Direct Aid to Public Education budget for 
the 2014-2016 biennium, including the major input data used in rebenchmarking Direct Aid costs and 
incremental cost changes for the 2014-2016 biennium.  The current fiscal year 2014 Direct Aid budget 
enacted by the 2013 General Assembly (i.e., Chapter 806) is the starting base budget against which the 
rebenchmarking updates are made.  The rebenchmarking updates change the costs of programs off of 
this starting fiscal year 2014 budget base.  Rebenchmarking also impacts the cost of the required local 
share that localities must fund for the SOQ and other Direct Aid programs with a required local match. 
 
Impact on Fiscal and Human Resources:  
The rebenchmarked 2014-2016 Direct Aid budget will be sent to the Governor for action and ultimately 
for inclusion in his budget for the 2014-2016 biennium.  This budget will establish the level of state 
funding required by the foundation program established in the Standards of Quality (SOQ), as well as 
other Direct Aid programs.  The final state cost of the 2014-2016 Direct Aid budget is dependent on 
final technical updates to be completed in fall 2013 and any funding policy changes affecting cost. 
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:   
None. 
 
Superintendent's Recommendation:  
The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board receive the proposed budget 
projections that continue current Direct Aid programs in the 2014-2016 biennium rebenchmarked for 
standard technical revisions.  The department will update and revise costs as additional technical 
revisions are completed consistent with current funding methodologies. 
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Note:  Attachment A will be made available for the Board of Education meeting on September 26, 
2013. 


