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Purpose of Presentation:         
Action required by Board of Education regulation. 
 
Previous Review or Action:              
No previous review or action. 
 
Action Requested:          
Action will be requested at a future meeting. Specify anticipated date below: 
Date:  September 27, 2012. 
Action:  Final review and approval.   
 
Alignment with Board of Education Goals:  Please indicate (X) all that apply: 
  

 Goal 1: Expanded Opportunities to Learn 
 Goal 2: Accountability of Student Learning 
 Goal 3: Nurturing Young Learners 
 Goal 4: Strong Literacy and Mathematics Skills 
 Goal 5: Highly Qualified and Effective Teachers and Administrators 

X Goal 6: Sound Policies for Student Success 
 Goal 7: Safe and Secure Schools 
 Other Priority or Initiative. Specify:    

 
Background Information and Statutory Authority:  
Goal 6:  In reviewing this request for additional graduation requirements, the Board is making the 
determination that these additional requirements are sound policies to help students succeed in college 
and their careers. 
 
The Standards of Quality, in § 22.1-253.13:4, authorizes the Board of Education to prescribe 
graduation requirements and to approve any other graduation requirements prescribed by local school 
boards:  
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§ 22.1-253.13:4. Standard 4. Student achievement and graduation requirements.  
 
A. Each local school board shall award diplomas to all secondary school students, including 
students who transfer from nonpublic schools or from home instruction, who earn the units of 
credit prescribed by the Board of Education, pass the prescribed tests, and meet such other 
requirements as may be prescribed by the local school board and approved by the Board of 
Education…. 

 
The Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia (SOA), in 8 VAC 
20-131-50, include a provision that requires Board of Education approval of all additional 
requirements above those prescribed in the standards.   
 

8 VAC 20-131-50. Requirements for graduation. 
 
A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma and graduate from a Virginia high school shall 
be those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time. Students shall be 
awarded a diploma upon graduation from a Virginia high school…. 
 
The following requirements shall be the only requirements for a diploma, unless a local school 
board has prescribed additional requirements that have been approved by the Board of Education.  
All additional requirements prescribed by local school boards that have been approved by the 
Board of Education remain in effect until such time as the local school board submits a request to 
the board to amend or discontinue them…. 

 
On October 26, 2006, the Board adopted Guidelines Governing Certain Provisions of the Regulations 
Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia, which includes guidance about 
additional graduation requirements prescribed by local school boards, including the following 
guidance: 
 

Standard Diploma:  Generally, the Board will approve requests from local school divisions to 
require up to two additional local credits to obtain the Standard Diploma, up to a maximum of 24 
required credits. 
 
Generally, the Board will approve local requests for additional graduation credit requirements in 
the core discipline areas of the Standards of Learning (English, mathematics, science or 
history/social science).  For example, a local request to add one additional credit requirement in 
history and one in science would generally be approved, because that would not exceed a total 
graduation credit requirement of 24 and those credits are in the core disciplines.  
 
Requests for additional local credits in disciplines outside the core discipline areas will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis.  In evaluating requests for additional local graduation credits 
outside the core discipline areas, the Board generally may consider, among other criteria, a local 
school division's graduation and drop-out rates and its students’ performance on the Standards of 
Learning tests. 
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Advanced Studies Diploma:  Generally, the Board will approve requests from local school 
divisions for local additional credits required for the Advanced Studies Diploma above the 24 
contained in the standards if the credits are in the discipline areas of English, mathematics, science, 
history/social studies, fine arts (including performing arts), career and technical education, or 
foreign language.  The Board will consider credits outside these disciplines on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Transfer Students:  Any local school division receiving approval to increase its course credit 
requirements may not deny either the Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma to any transfer 
student who has otherwise met the requirements contained in the standards, if the transfer student 
can only meet the division's requirements by taking a heavier than normal course load in any 
semester, by taking summer school, or by taking courses after the time when he or she otherwise 
would have graduated. 
 
Prospective Application / Advance Notice:  A local school division’s additional credit 
requirements should apply only to students who have not yet entered ninth grade at the time the 
additional credits are approved. 
 
Allocation of Electives:  Generally the Board will approve requests from local school divisions to 
allocate elective credits for local prescribed course requirements, while reducing the number of 
electives by an equal amount so that the total number of graduation credit requirements remains 
unchanged. 
 
For the Standard Diploma, generally the Board will approve allocations of electives to prescribed 
credits in the core discipline areas of English, mathematics, science, or history/social studies.  
Requests to allocate electives for prescribed credits outside of the core disciplines will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
For the Advanced Studies Diploma, generally the Board will approve allocations of electives to 
prescribed credits in the discipline areas of English, mathematics, science, history/social studies, 
fine arts (including performing arts) or career and technical education, or foreign language.  
Requests to allocate electives for prescribed credits outside of these disciplines will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Generally, in addition, a local school division may offer, as an option to students, the opportunity 
to pursue concentrated courses of study by taking related courses in a specialty area (for example, 
career and technical education, fine or performing arts), or to choose to take a variety of elective 
courses.  Offering such options shall not require Board approval so long as choosing a particular 
concentration of elective courses is not mandatory for graduation.  
 

Summary of Important Issues:  
Suffolk City Public Schools is requesting that the Board of Education approve an additional graduation 
requirement for the Standard and Advanced Studies Diplomas.  This is proposed to become effective 
for first-time 9th grade students in the 2012-2013 school year.  Students would be required to complete 
50 hours of voluntary participation in community service or extracurricular activities. Activities that 
would satisfy this requirement would include  
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• Volunteering for a charitable or religious organization that provides services to the poor, sick or 
less fortunate; 

• Participating in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or similar youth organizations; 
• Participating in JROTC; 
• Participating in political campaigns or government internships, or Boys State, Girls State, or 

Model General Assembly; or  
• Participating in school-sponsored extracurricular activities that have a civics focus.  

 
Students would be require to complete at least 16 hours of community service by the end of the 9th 
grade, an additional 17 hours of community service by the end of the 10th grade, and an additional 17 
hours of community service by the end of the 11th grade.  School counselors will monitor students’ 
progress in meeting these expectations. 

 
The division superintendent may waive the community service requirement when there are extenuating 
circumstances.  Extenuating circumstances would mean student illness, death of a family member, 
student transfer to Suffolk Public Schools during their junior or senior year, homelessness, natural 
disaster, injury, or disability which would impact the student’s ability to satisfy the community service 
requirement. 
 
It should be noted that the requirements for community service are virtually identical to the 
requirements for community service required to earn a Diploma Seal for Excellence in Civics 
Education. 
 
For the 2011-2012 school year, the Virginia On-Time Graduation Rate for Suffolk Public Schools was 
81.2 percent, and the dropout rate was 10.8 percent.  For the three high schools, the ratings were as 
follows: 
 

High School Accreditation 
Rating 

Graduation and 
Completion Index 

Virginia On-Time 
Graduation Rate 

Dropout Rate 

 
King’s Fork 

Provisionally 
Accredited – 
Graduation Rate 

 
82 

 
78.6 

 
13.4 

 
Lakeland 

Provisionally 
Accredited – 
Graduation Rate 

 
83 

 
78.3 

 
12.5 

 
Nansemond River 

 
Fully Accredited 
 

 
92 

 
87.7 

 
5.3 

 
Additional data for the school division and for each school is attached. 
 
The school division engaged parent representatives for feedback before the school board took action on 
this proposed requirement. 
 
Impact on Fiscal and Human Resources:  
The administrative impact of this action is minimal and will be absorbed within existing resources.   
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:   
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This item will be presented to the Board of Education for final review at the September 27, 2012, 
meeting. 
 
Superintendent's Recommendation:  
The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education accept this request 
for first review. 
 

























































Advanced Standard Modified Special General Virginia Certificate Cohort Total Still Dropout Long‐Term
Studies Diploma Standard Diploma Achievement On‐Time of Completion Completers Enrolled Rate Absence
Diploma Diploma Diploma Graduation   Completion Rate

Rate
Suffolk City All Students 1113 371 496 14 23 0 81.2 35 < 84.5 940 45 120 10.8 <
Suffolk City Female 587 243 255 < < 0 86.5 11 0 88.4 519 19 48 8.2 <
Suffolk City Male 526 128 241 < 18 0 75.3 24 < 80 421 26 72 13.7 <
Suffolk City Black 671 188 326 11 14 0 80.3 20 < 83.5 560 29 77 11.5 <
Suffolk City Hispanic 24 < 16 0 < 0 95.8 0 0 95.8 23 < 0 0 0
Suffolk City White 371 164 148 < < 0 86.8 < 0 88.9 330 12 26 7 <
Suffolk City Asian < < < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < < 0 < 0
Suffolk City American Indian < 0 < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < 0 0 < 0
Suffolk City Two or more races 14 < < 0 < 0 78.6 < 0 85.7 12 < 0 0 0
Suffolk City Race Unknown 23 0 0 0 0 0 0 < 0 26.1 < 0 17 73.9 0
Suffolk City Students with Disabilities 135 < 63 14 23 0 77.8 < < 80 108 n/a 24 17.8 <
Suffolk City Students with Disabilities anytime 151 < 69 14 23 0 74.2 < < 77.5 117 0 31 20.5 <
Suffolk City Economically Disadvantaged 349 60 170 < 14 0 72.2 16 < 77.1 269 19 57 16.3 <
Suffolk City Economically Disadvantaged anytime 503 90 237 12 15 0 70.4 23 < 75.1 378 26 93 18.5 <
Suffolk City Homeless 16 < < 0 0 0 50 0 0 50 < 0 < 43.8 <
Suffolk City Homeless anytime 66 10 34 < < 0 69.7 < 0 74.2 49 < 13 19.7 <

< indicates a group below the state definition for personally identifiable results.
Only student subgroups represented in the school are listed.

not enrolled at the time of this report.
Students with disabilities and students who are limited English proficient who were still enrolled in school were moved into next year's cohort, consistent with the formula approved by the Virginia Board of Education.
Most subgroups are based on students' most recent status.

Division‐Level Cohort Report, Four Year Rate
Class of 2011 (First‐time 9th Grade Cohort in 2007‐2008)
Generated on Tue Jul 17 10:35:24 EDT 2012

Notes on column headings and data:

School Division Subgroup Cohort GED Dropouts

"Anytime" subgroups include all students identified as part of the subgroup at least once since entering high school.

Long‐Term Absence represents students who were on long‐term medical leave, emergency family leave, and students who were expelled for one‐year. These students have not earned a credential and were 



Advanced Standard Modified Special General Virginia Certificate Cohort Total Still Dropout Long‐Term
Studies Diploma Standard Diploma Achievement On‐Time of Completion Completers Enrolled Rate Absence
Diploma Diploma Diploma Graduation   Completion Rate

Rate
King`s Fork High All Students  374 116 165 < < 0 78.6 10 0 81.3 304 18 50 13.4 <
King`s Fork High Female 198 73 86 < < 0 82.8 < 0 84.8 168 < 21 10.6 0
King`s Fork High Male 176 43 79 < < 0 73.9 < 0 77.3 136 < 29 16.5 <
King`s Fork High Black 234 57 113 < < 0 77.4 < 0 80.3 188 15 31 13.2 0
King`s Fork High Hispanic < < < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < 0 0 < 0
King`s Fork High White 119 52 48 0 < 0 85.7 < 0 87.4 104 < < 8.4 <
King`s Fork High Asian < < 0 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < 0 0 < 0
King`s Fork High Two or more races  < 0 < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < 0 0 < 0
King`s Fork High Race Unknown  10 0 0 0 0 0 0 < 0 10 < 0 < 90 0
King`s Fork High Students with Disabilities 37 < 17 < < 0 86.5 0 0 86.5 32 n/a < 10.8 <
King`s Fork High Students with Disabilities anytime  47 < 20 < < 0 74.5 < 0 76.6 36 0 < 21.3 <
King`s Fork High Economically Disadvantaged 130 21 58 < < 0 68.5 < 0 73.8 96 < 24 18.5 <
King`s Fork High Economically Disadvantaged anytime   186 30 81 < < 0 66.1 < 0 71 132 12 41 22 <
King`s Fork High Homeless anytime < 0 < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < 0 < < 0
King`s Fork High Homeless anytime  24 < 12 0 0 0 62.5 < 0 70.8 17 < < 25 0
Lakeland High All Students 360 94 174 < < 0 78.3 12 < 81.9 295 14 45 12.5 <
Lakeland High Female 183 66 92 < 0 0 86.9 < 0 88.5 162 < 17 9.3 <
Lakeland High Male 177 28 82 < < 0 69.5 < < 75.1 133 11 28 15.8 <
Lakeland High Black 215 42 117 < < 0 78.6 < < 80 172 < 30 14 <
Lakeland High Hispanic < < < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < < 0 < 0
Lakeland High White 119 48 49 < < 0 84 < 0 87.4 104 < < 8.4 <
Lakeland High Two or more races  < < < 0 < 0 < < 0 < < < 0 < 0
Lakeland High Race Unknown  10 0 0 0 0 0 0 < 0 50 < 0 < 50 0
Lakeland High Students with Disabilities  55 < 22 < < 0 69.1 < < 72.7 40 n/a 13 23.6 <
Lakeland High Students with Disabilities anytime  59 < 24 < < 0 67.8 < < 72.9 43 0 14 23.7 <
Lakeland High Economically Disadvantaged  150 25 82 < < 0 75.3 < < 77.3 116 < 23 15.3 <
Lakeland High Economically Disadvantaged anytime 200 33 105 < < 0 73.5 < < 76.5 153 < 33 16.5 <
Lakeland High Homeless  < 0 < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < 0 < < <
Lakeland High Homeless anytime  28 < 14 < < 0 71.4 0 0 71.4 20 0 < 17.9 <
Nansemond River High  All Students  374 161 157 < < 0 87.7 13 0 91.2 341 13 20 5.3 0
Nansemond River High  Female 205 104 77 < < 0 90.2 < 0 92.2 189 < < 4.4 0
Nansemond River High  Male 169 57 80 < < 0 84.6 < 0 89.9 152 < < 6.5 0
Nansemond River High Black 217 89 96 < < 0 87.1 11 0 92.2 200 < < 5.1 0
Nansemond River High  Hispanic < < < 0 < 0 < 0 0 < < 0 0 < 0
Nansemond River High  White 133 64 51 < < 0 90.2 < 0 91.7 122 < < 4.5 0
Nansemond River High  Asian < < < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < < 0 < 0
Nansemond River High  American Indian < 0 < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < 0 0 < 0
Nansemond River High  Two or more races < < < 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < < 0 < 0
Nansemond River High Race Unknown < 0 0 0 0 0 < 0 0 < 0 0 < < 0
Nansemond River High Students with Disabilities 38 < 24 < < 0 92.1 < 0 94.7 36 n/a 0 5.3 0
Nansemond River High Students with Disabilities anytime 40 < 25 < < 0 92.5 < 0 95 38 0 0 5 0
Nansemond River High Economically Disadvantaged 67 14 30 < < 0 74.6 < 0 85.1 57 < < 11.9 0
Nansemond River High Economically Disadvantaged anytime 112 27 51 < < 0 75 < 0 83 93 < 14 12.5 0
Nansemond River High Homeless < < 0 0 0 0 < 0 0 < < 0 < < 0
Nansemond River High Homeless anytime 14 < < 0 0 0 78.6 < 0 85.7 12 0 < 14.3 0

Students with disabilities and students who are limited English proficient who were still enrolled in school were moved into next year's cohort, consistent with the formula approved by the Virginia Board of Education.

Notes on column headings and data:
< indicates a group below the state definition for personally identifiable results.
Only student subgroups represented in the school are listed.
Long‐Term Absence represents students who were on long‐term medical leave, emergency family leave, and students who were expelled for one‐year. These students have not earned a credential and were 
not enrolled at the time of this report.

School Subgroup Cohort GED Dropouts

Most subgroups are based on students' most recent status.
"Anytime" subgroups include all students identified as part of the subgroup at least once since entering high school.

School‐Level Cohort Report, Four Year Rate
Class of 2011 (First‐time 9th Grade Cohort in 2007‐2008)
Generated on Tue Jul 17 10:35:24 EDT 2012
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